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THE GREAT AMERICAN READ
Returns Tuesdays, September 11-October 23, 2018

TCA Panelists

Diana Gabaldon (Author)
Diana Gabaldon (it's pronounced "GAA-bull-dohn"—it rhymes with "bad to the bone") is the author of the award-winning, #1 NYT-bestselling Outlander novels, described by Salon magazine as "the smartest historical sci-fi adventure-romance story ever written by a science Ph.D. with a background in scripting ’Scrooge McDuck’ comics."

A scientist with a Ph.D. in Quantitative Behavioral Ecology and a specialty in scientific computation, Gabaldon jumped the academic rails in 1991, when the adventure began with the classic Outlander, and has continued through seven more New York Times-bestselling novels, with 30 million copies in print worldwide in 43 countries and 39 languages.

(Gabaldon has also written The Exile: an Outlander graphic novel, several novels of a best-selling sub-series of historical mysteries featuring Lord John Grey, and The Scottish Prisoner, featuring both Lord John and Jamie Fraser, plus a number of novellas, the two-volume non-fiction Outlandish Companion, “I Give You My Body…” (How I Write Sex Scenes) and Seven Stones To Stand or Fall, a collection of Outlander novellas.  

STARZ has created a popular original television series based on the books, also called Outlander — filmed in Scotland and presently sold in more than 120 territories.

Eliyannah Amirah Yisrael (Participant)
Eliyannah Amirah Yisrael is a creative professional with a wealth of experience in both independent and studio systems. In addition to producing and directing independent projects for over 10 years, Eliyannah has worked on films and episodic material for Sony, FOX, NBC, Lionsgate, ABC/Disney and Participant Media, among others, including “Betrayal,” “Crisis,” Divergent and “Empire.” Beginning her educational career at Chicago State University with a BA in Communications, Media Arts and Theatre, Eliyannah continued her studies in Loyola Marymount University’s MFA Production Program.

Tupac Shakur wrote about the roses that grow from concrete, and Eliyannah is proud to be one of those roses. Growing up on the South Side of Chicago has instilled in her a grounded foundation of strength, community, pride and perseverance. Her voice and her stories are made up primarily of the voices and the stories of Black women. She’s interested in who we were, who we are and who we’re becoming.

Eliyannah is the creator of the web series “Hermione Granger and the Quarter Life Crisis,” Founder of Sunshine Moxie Entertainment and a Black girl from Chicago who was supposed to stay inside her box. Instead, she decided to dream big, live bigger and change the world through visual storytelling. Since 2010, she was written and directed across mediums to tell stories about the object of her obsession: women of color.

Jane Root (CEO and Founder of Nutopia)
Jane Root is a leading creative executive who has transformed major networks on both sides of the Atlantic. She has built a reputation for innovation, determination and delivery in both television and digital.

In 2008, Root set up her own TV production company Nutopia. With offices in London and Washington, DC, Nutopia creates ground-breaking, factually inspired shows on a global scale. Since its launch, it has created international formats, won awards, achieved record-breaking ratings and created a pioneering new genre of television – the ”megadoc,” the first of which was the Emmy Award-winning “America: The Story of US” series for History US, described as ”a ground-breaking initiative of epic proportions.”  It was introduced by President Barack Obama and became the most-watched show in History Channel history. Recent projects include “One Strange Rock” (Nat Geo), CIVILIZATIONS (BBC/PBS) and THE GREAT AMERICAN READ (PBS).

Promoted to President in 2007, Jane Root re-positioned the Discovery Channel, finding a fresh voice for the 20-year-old network. This led to record ratings and the launch of global hits like “Deadliest Catch,” “Man vs. Wild,” “Dirty Jobs,” “Stormchasers,” “Cash Cab” and “Planet Earth.”

Jane moved to America from the U.K. in 2004, where as Controller of BBC2, she ran Britain’s third-largest network for five years. She was described in the UK press as ”one of the BBC’s most successful channel controllers,” Her controllership was defined by the creation of a series of popular and mold-breaking programs, including the original British series of “The Office,” “Top Gear” and “Who Do You Think You Are?” 

Prior to this, for 10 years, Jane was Joint Managing Director of Wall to Wall Television, best known in the U.S. for PBS’ TEXAS RANGER HOUSE series.

Meredith Vieira (Host, THE GREAT AMERICAN READ)
Meredith Vieira is a 14-time Emmy Award-winning host, executive producer and anchor. Most recently, she served as executive producer on the award-winning documentary Tower. Vieira hosted and served as executive producer on her own nationally syndicated daytime talk show, titled “The Meredith Vieira Show,” which premiered in September 2014 and ran for two seasons.  Previously, she received critical acclaim for her hosting of “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire,” “The Today Show” and “The View.”  

Early in her career, Vieira spent more than a decade at CBS News, garnering five Emmy Awards for her work as an editor on the news magazines “60 Minutes” and “West 57th.” Vieira founded and is CEO of Meredith Vieira Productions, which develops and produces film, television and theatre.  A native of Providence, Rhode Island, Vieira received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Tufts University in Medford, Massachusetts.  She has three children, Ben, Gabe, and Lily, with her husband, best-selling author and journalist Richard Cohen.

Nicholas Sparks (Author)
With over 105 million copies of his books sold, Nicholas Sparks is one of the world's most beloved storytellers. His novels include 14 #1 New York Times bestsellers. All his books have been New York Times and international bestsellers, and were translated into more than 50 languages. Eleven Sparks novels have been adapted into major motion pictures.

Wil Wheaton (Actor)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wil Wheaton is an author, actor and producer. He is best known for his work on “The Big Bang Theory,” “Star Trek: The Next Generation” and Stand By Me. He is the co-creator, with Felicia Day, of the award-winning webseries “Tabletop.” He is an award-winning and critically acclaimed audiobook narrator. His narration includes Ready Player One, The Collapsing Empire, Red Shirts, Strange Weather and Masters of Doom. As a voice actor, Wil has performed in “Teen Titans,” “Stretch Armstrong and the Flex Fighters,” “Ben Ten: Alien Force,” Marvel’s “Guardians of the Galaxy” and Disney’s “Miles from Tomorrowland.”

Wil lives with depression and anxiety, and is an outspoken advocate for mental health care. He is the recipient of the 2014 Rona and Ken Purdy Award to End Discrimination, awarded by NAMI.

Wil is online at wilwheaton.net, @wilw on Twitter, and is @itswilwheaton on most other social networks.
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