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10 BUILDINGS THAT CHANGED AMERICA

You may not have heard of all the buildings below, but chances are they shaped the way you live, work, worship, shop and play. Featured chronologically, they are:

1. Virginia State Capitol, Richmond, VA – Designed by Thomas Jefferson, it marked the beginning of the American tradition of modeling government buildings on Roman and Greek temples. 

2. Trinity Church, Boston, MA – Created by architect H.H. Richardson, Trinity was the first example of Richardsonian Romanesque style, which was later used in churches, city halls and county courthouses across America.

3. Wainwright Building, St. Louis, MO – Louis Sullivan’s Wainwright Building was not the first skyscraper, but it gave the modern, steel-frame skyscraper its form. Historian Tim Samuelson said it “taught the skyscraper to soar.” 

4. Robie House, Chicago, IL – Considered a masterpiece of Frank Lloyd Wright’s prairie style, it transformed the American home and even inspired the ranch houses of the mid-20th century.

5. Highland Park Ford Plant, Highland Park, MI – The first home of Henry Ford’s revolutionary moving assembly line, Albert Kahn’s “daylight factory” design revolutionized industrial architecture.

6. Southdale Center, Edina, MN – America’s first fully enclosed, indoor regional shopping mall, it established the formula that all indoor malls followed for decades. Its architect, Victor Gruen, was a socialist who ironically thought shopping malls would cure suburban sprawl.

7. Seagram Building, New York, NY – Mies van der Rohe’s tower on Park Avenue was the model for modernist skyscrapers built across the country in the mid-20th century: a dark glass box, set back on an open plaza.

8. Dulles International Airport, Chantilly, VA – Designed by Eero Saarinen, this was the first airport in the world created expressly for jets.

9. Vanna Venturi House, Philadelphia, PA –Considered by many to be the first “postmodern” building.  In an age of austere glass boxes, Robert Venturi dared to design a home that looked like a child’s typical drawing of a house.

10. Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles, CA – Frank Gehry’s swooping stainless steel design was a radical departure from the traditional, even stuffy, idea of a concert hall. It inspired other architects to set their imaginations free.
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