2008 NATIONAL MEMORIAL DAY CONCERT

CHORUS AND MILITARY GROUP BIOGRAPHIES
The Military District of Washington (MDW)

The Military District of Washington (MDW) has worked with Capital Concerts for several years to coordinate participation of many military groups, such as color guard teams, buglers and choruses.  This year, MDW will provide an Armed Forces Color Guard, as well as Service Flags from each branch of the armed services.

U.S. Army Herald Trumpets 

From the Inauguration of the President to the national anthem at the Superbowl, the U.S. Army Herald Trumpets perform at some of the most spectacular events in America. Since their establishment in 1959, The Army Herald Trumpets have performed at numerous historical occasions. For more information, visit http://www.usarmyband.com/herald_trumpets/the_us_army_herald_trumpets.html.
U.S. Army Ceremonial Band 

In June of 1943, The United States Army Band “Pershing's Own” was ordered overseas to perform for American fighting soldiers and allies in Europe.  During that two-year overseas tour, a representative element known as the “auxiliary band” was established to fulfill the diplomatic and military ceremonial needs in the Nation's Capital.  Eventually, that group was renamed The U.S. Army Ceremonial Band.  Since its original organization, The U.S. Army Ceremonial Band has grown to meet a wide range of commitments.  While the Ceremonial Band's primary mission is to support more than 2,000 military funerals each year in Arlington National Cemetery, the band performs other missions of national and international importance.  These missions include wreath laying ceremonies by heads of state and other foreign dignitaries at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, monthly retirement parades, special reviews and arrival and departure honors for foreign dignitaries at the White House and Pentagon.  Recent major events include the 2005 Presidential Inaugural festivities, the State Funerals of Presidents Ronald Reagan and Gerald Ford, and ceremonies honoring Her Majesty The Queen of England Elizabeth II during her visit to the United States in May 2007.  The 70 musicians of The U.S. Army Ceremonial Band come from some of the most prestigious music conservatories and universities in the country.  Beyond their ceremonial roles, members of The U.S. Army Ceremonial Band routinely display their versatility and superb musicianship while substituting with other elements of The U.S. Army Band, in chamber group performances, on recital programs and as soloists for summer concerts.  Commitments performed by The U.S. Army Ceremonial Band are an integral and indispensable part of the overall mission of “Pershing's Own” and are some the most visible missions performed by The United States Army Band.  For more information, visit http://www.usarmyband.com/ceremonial_band/the_us_army_ceremonial_band.html.
The Soldiers' Chorus of The United States Army Field Band

The Soldiers' Chorus, founded in 1957, is the vocal complement of the United States Army Field Band of Washington, DC.  The 29-member mixed choral ensemble travels throughout the nation and abroad, performing as a separate component and in joint concerts with the Concert Band of the “Musical Ambassadors of the Army.”  The chorus has performed in all 50 states, Canada, Mexico, India, the Far East and throughout Europe, entertaining audiences of all ages.  The musical backgrounds of Soldiers' Chorus personnel - ranging from opera and musical theatre to music education and vocal coaching - provides unique programming flexibility.  In addition to selections from a vast choral repertoire, Soldiers' Chorus performances often include the music of Broadway, opera, barbershop quartet and Americana.  This versatility has earned the Soldiers' Chorus an international reputation for musical excellence and patriotic inspiration.  Recent appearances with the Boston Pops, the Cincinnati Pops, and the Detroit, Dallas and National symphony orchestras have met with critical acclaim.  4Other notable performances include four world fairs, American Choral Directors Association conferences, music educator conventions, Kennedy Center Honors Programs, the 750th anniversary of Berlin and the rededication of the Statue of Liberty.  For more information, visit http://www.army.mil/fieldband/pages/ensembles/sc.html.
Master Chorale of Washington (MCW)

Founded in 1967 by the late Paul Hill, the Master Chorale of Washington (MCW) has flourished in the Washington D.C. metro area for 40 years, making significant contributions to the world of choral music that range from the presentation of world premieres at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts to guest performances throughout the country and abroad.  After playing a major role in the opening of The Kennedy Center in 1971, the Master Chorale (formerly the Paul Hill Chorale) has since performed over 200 concerts in the Kennedy Center Concert Hall, appearing in its own subscription concert series and in collaborative performances with the National Symphony Orchestra, Washington Chamber Symphony, Royal Ballet, American Ballet Theater, Joffrey Ballet, and Dance Theater of Harlem.  MCW has also performed in Carnegie Hall and Paris’s Notre Dame Cathedral with such notable personalities as Aaron Copland, Victor Borge, and Garrison Keillor.  MCW has been featured on National Public Radio (NPR) and on the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), for which it won an Emmy in the telecast of Gian Carlo Menotti’s The Unicorn, the Gorgon, and the Manticore.  MCW won national recognition from Chorus America as the recipient of The Margaret Hillis Achievement Award for Choral Excellence in North America and a regional Wammie Award (Washington Area Music Award) for Best Choral Group.  Today, MCW is continuing to raise the level of musicianship through using the model of the finest European choruses by employing volunteer singers with a professional core. All singers participate in a rigorous audition process and receive training from a vocal pedagogue.  Through these means, MCW maintains the highest standard for choral music excellence and continues to provide inspiring and vibrant choral music experiences to connect with all audiences.  For more information, visit www.masterchorale.org.
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