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John Stamos 

Emmy Award nominated actor and producer John Stamos continues to captivate audiences with an array of multi-faceted performances across television, film and theater.  With a career spanning more than 30 years, Stamos has become one of the most revered television stars of his generation.  Stamos won the 2016 People’s Choice Award for “Favorite Actor in a New TV Series” for his role on FOX’S Grandfathered, and was awarded TV Land's Timeless Icon Award, presented to him by long-time friend and mentor, Garry Marshall.  Also in 2016, Fuller House, a multi-camera comedy spin-off of iconic comedy Full House, premiered, with Stamos serving as a producer and guest star. The series which has been reported by Symphony Advanced Media to be the most watched TV program anywhere on streaming or traditional TV is currently in its third season.  Stamos will executive produce a new Amazon untitled drama inspired by his career with Adam Stein, Craig Zadan and Neil Meron, with Zadan/Meron Production’s Mark Nicholson serving as co-executive producer.  His additional television credits include General Hospital, Necessary Roughness, Galavant, Entourage, Two and A Half Men and Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, as well as the Emmy and Peabody Award-winning drama ER.  In 2016, Stamos joined the cast of the hit show, Scream Queens, on FOX as a series regular.  Stamos also has established a strong stage presence, beginning with his Broadway debut in How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying as “J. Pierrepont Finch.”  Other Broadway credits include: Gore Vidal's Tony Award-nominated political play, The Best Man (with James Earl Jones), Roundabout Theatre Company's Bye Bye Birdie and the Tony Award-winning musicals Nine and Cabaret.  Additional theater credits include: Hairspray, The Little Mermaid and Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory at the Hollywood Bowl.  A gifted drummer, singer and musician, Stamos occasionally tours with the legendary band, The Beach Boys, of which he's been a part of for over 30 years.  As an advocate for the support and advancement of children, Stamos is also a Celebrity Ambassador for ChildHelp, an organization that helps the victims of child abuse through education treatment and prevention programs. 
Jimmy Buffett

Singer/songwriter/author Jimmy Buffett has become a legend of popular culture as the composer of such classic songs as Margaritaville, Come Monday and Cheeseburger in Paradise.  He has recorded over 50 albums, most of which have gone gold, platinum or multi-platinum.  His sold-out concert tours are an annual rite of summer passage for his legions of fans, affectionately known as Parrot Heads, many of whom are professionals by day and who dress in spectacular and outrageous tropical outfits and headwear when Jimmy comes to town.  Born in the Gulf Coast town of Pascagoula, Mississippi, he was raised in Mobile, Alabama.  He is a fourth-generation sailor and fisherman, a pilot, a surfer and a frequent traveler to remote and exotic places of the world, having become addicted to National Geographic magazine as a child.  The lyrics to many of his songs 
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are influenced by his travels all over the globe.  As a best-selling author, he is one of only nine authors in the history of The New York Times Bestseller List to have reached #1 on both their fiction and non-fiction lists.  Jimmy has received two Grammy nominations, numerous Country Music Association awards and was the recipient of one of the nation’s highest songwriting honors when he was inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame.  And now Jimmy is heading back into the theatre world.  The new musical Escape to Margaritaville features the music and lifestyle of Jimmy Buffett, from an original story, and includes both new songs and the most-loved Buffett classics. Speaking of Buffett classics, the most famous of them all, Margaritaville has been inducted into the 2016 Grammy Hall of Fame for its cultural and historic significance. Only those recordings that have influenced and inspired both music creators and fans for generations are considered for this most special honor.
Escape to Margaritaville

Escape to Margaritaville is the new Broadway musical featuring the songs of iconic singer-songwriter-author Jimmy Buffett now playing in New York City at the Marquis Theatre in the heart of Times Square.  This hysterically funny musical comedy getaway features the most-loved Buffett classics, including Fins, Volcano, Cheeseburger in Paradise, and many more show-stopping numbers that electrify audiences nightly. 

Welcome to Margaritaville, where people come to get away from it all – and stay to find something they never expected.  The musical is the story of a guy without a care in the world, a girl who wants to save the world and the week on a tropical island that changes them forever.  Get ready for the hilarious and heartwarming new show The Los Angeles Times calls, “Pure escapism! Filled with brilliant songwriting.”  The all-star creative team includes Emmy Award winner Greg Garcia, Emmy Award nominee Mike O’Malley, Tony Award nominee Kelly Devine, Tony Award winner Christopher Ashley along with stars Paul Alexander Nolan Alison Luff, Lisa Howard, Eric Petersen, Rema Webb, Don Sparks, and Andre Ward.  The show will launch a national tour next year in Providence and the acclaimed Original Broadway Cast Album is currently available on Mailboat Records.  For more information, visit: www.EscapeToMargaritavilleMusical.com
The Beach Boys

You can capsulize most pop music acts by reciting how many hits they’ve had and how many millions of albums they’ve sold.  But these conventional measurements fall short when you’re assessing the impact of The Beach Boys.  This band has birthed a torrent of hit singles and sold albums by the tens of millions.  But its greater significance lies in the fact that The Beach Boys’ songs have forever changed the musical landscape, profoundly influencing countless performing artists to follow.  The Beach Boys are led by Mike Love and Bruce Johnston, who, along with Jeffrey Foskett, Christian Love, Tim Bonhomme, John Cowsill, Keith Hubacher, Christian Love and Scott Totten continue the legacy of the iconic American band.  Grammy-winning songwriter Bruce Johnston joined The Beach Boys in 1965, replacing Glenn Campbell, who filled-in for Brian Wilson, on vocals/bass, when he retired from touring.  Highly regarded in his field, Johnston’s vocal work with such legendary artists as Elton John and Pink Floyd firmly established him among rock’s elite artists.  Captained by Mike Love, The Beach Boys play an astoundingly busy schedule of concerts, averaging 150 shows a year, ranging from sundrenched summer festivals to gala New Year’s celebrations and special events across the globe.  The Beach Boys have continued to create and perform with the same 
(more)
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bold imagination and style that marked their explosive debut over 50 years ago.  In 2013, their Capitol Records release, Sounds of Summer (RIAA certified triple platinum with over three million in sales and climbing), and its companion The Warmth of the Sun marked a resurgence in Beach Boys interest that again rocked the world.  The Beach Boys found through their music the key to unfading youth - and they made copies for everyone.  To these guys, the beach isn’t just a place where the surf comes to play - it’s where life is renewed and made whole again.  Had this remarkable band been less committed to its art and its fans, it could have retired from the field with honor at dozens of points along the way, confident that it had made a lasting contribution to world culture.  It could have rested on the success of the epoch-shifting Pet Sounds masterpiece in 1966… or after Mike Love’s concept album Endless Summer ignited a second generation of Beach Boys fans and stirred a tempest that rocked the music world…or after recording Love’s co-written Golden Globe nominated Kokomo in 1988 and seeing it become its best-selling single ever…or after being inducted that same year into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame…or after watching its worldwide album sales blow past l00 million… or after winning the NARAS Lifetime Achievement Award in 2001 (along with The Who, Bob Marley, Tony Bennett, Sammy Davis Jr. and Les Paul).  And still, The Beach Boys continue to have fun, fun, fun, with no end in sight.  In 2012, The Beach Boys scheduled a 74 concert date limited 50th Anniversary Reunion Tour which was scheduled as a limited run reunion tour and ended in the U.S. July 15th and internationally on Sept 28th in which the original members reunited and released That's Why God Made the Radio.  The album debuted at #3 on the Billboard charts, their highest chart position in 37 years and an unprecedented milestone.  In 2016, The Beach Boys celebrated the 50th anniversary of the hit Good Vibrations, which is widely considered one of the greatest masterpieces in the history of rock and roll.  The band commemorated this prolific time in the life of the Beach Boys with a 50 Years of Good Vibrations tour.  Additionally, front man Mike Love released his highly-anticipated New York Times best-selling memoir titled GOOD VIBRATIONS: My Life as a Beach Boy, in September 2016.  Most recently in 2017, Love released a special double album through BMG entitled Unleash the Love. Featuring 13 previously unreleased songs and 14 re-recordings of Beach Boys classics, the album is a testament and continuation of Love’s remarkable career.  Few, if any, acts can match The Beach Boys’ concert presence, spirit and performance.  They were center-stage at Live Aid, multiple Farm Aids, the Statue of Liberty’s 100th Anniversary Salute, the Super Bowl and the White House. On one day alone - July 4, 1985 - they played to nearly 2 million fans at shows in Philadelphia and Washington, D. C.  Love’s role as the band’s front man sometimes overshadows his stature as one of rock’s foremost songwriters. Surfin’, The Beach Boys’ first hit came from his pen.  Love wrote the classics Fun, Fun, Fun, I Get Around, Help Me Rhonda, California Girls and the Grammy nominated Good Vibrations.  Years later, he showed he still had the lyrical chops by co-writing the irresistible and chart-topping Kokomo.  On The Beach Boys’ horizon is a continued national/world tour and charity activities through Mike Love’s Love Foundation, which supports national environmental and educational initiatives.  Love and The Beach Boys’ recent efforts raised over a quarter of a million dollars for the Red Cross to benefit victims of Hurricane Katrina and made additional contributions to the disaster relief in Haiti.  The band has appeared on countless worldwide TV shows throughout the years including: The Ed Sullivan Show, Dick Clark’s American Bandstand and The Tonight Show.  Other television appearances include performances on Don 
(more)
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Imus’ MSNBC show Imus In The Morning, TNT’s NBA All-Star Game, NBC’s Macy’s Day Parade, The Today Show, PBS’ A Capitol Fourth, Good Morning America, Weekend Today and The O’Reilly Factor.  
Pentatonix

Three-time Grammy Award-winning and multi-platinum-selling artist Pentatonix has sold nearly 10 million albums in worldwide consumption and performed for hundreds of thousands of fans at their sold out shows across the globe.  Their YouTube channel boasts more than 14.6 million subscribers, yielding over 3.1 billion video views.  Their 2015 self-titled album is certified gold after debuting #1 on Billboard’s 200.  Additionally, nine of their albums reached the top 10 on Billboard’s 200 chart (two albums reaching #1) and received multiple RIAA certifications for multi-platinum, platinum and gold selling albums and singles. Most recently, Mary, Did You Know? and Hallelujah were certified platinum, while the Pentatonix original, Can’t Sleep Love, was certified gold.  The group has had two holiday specials on NBC, released their tour documentary - On My Way Home - in 2015 and appeared in the feature film, Pitch Perfect 2.  In October 2017, Pentatonix released a deluxe version of their certified platinum 2016 holiday album, A Pentatonix Christmas Deluxe, and later wrapped their sold-out A Pentatonix Christmas Tour in December.  Most recently, Pentatonix released the first collection in the group’s PTX Presents series, PTX Presents: Top Pop Vol. 1, which features 11 PTX-curated modern pop performances.  On the heels of their album release, Pentatonix will be embarking on a 39-city North American tour in July.
 
The Temptations

For more than fifty years, The Temptations have prospered, propelling popular music with a series of smash hits, and sold-out performances throughout the world.  “The crowds are bigger, the sales are sizzling,” says one industry report.  “The outpouring of affection for this super-group has never been greater.”  The history of The Temptations is the history of contemporary American pop.  An essential component of the original Motown machine, that amazing engine invented by Berry Gordy, The Temps began their musical life in Detroit in the early sixties.  It wasn’t until 1964 however, that the Smokey Robinson written-and-produced The Way You Do the things You Do turned the guys into stars.  An avalanche of hits followed, many of which...My Girl, for instance...attained immortality.  It’s Growing, Since I Lost My Baby, Get Ready, Ain’t Too Proud to Beg, Beauty Is only Skin Deep, I Wish It Would Rain...the hits kept coming.  The classic lineup was Otis Williams, Melvin Franklin, Paul Williams, Eddie Kendricks and David Ruffin.  Beyond the fabulous singing, The Temps became known for smooth stepping and flawless presentations. The Temptations Walk became a staple of American style. Flair, flash and class.  Millions of fans saw their Temptations as cultural heroes.  When the sixties and seventies turned political, The Temps got serious. They changed their tone, dress and music.  Producer Norman Whitfield led the way.  His Temptations hits, many featuring Dennis Edwards who had replaced David Ruffin, burned with intensity. Runaway Child, Cloud Nine, I Can’t Get Next to You, Papa Was a Rolling Stone, and Psychedelic Shack still smolder.  Other stellar singers...Richard Street, Ali-Ollie Woodson, Theo Peoples...joined and adding their luster to the groups’ growing fame. 

No matter the change in personnel, The Temptations remained true to The Temptations tradition.  They survived the whims of fashion, whether disco or techno, and stuck to their guns.  “Great singing,” says Otis, “will always prevail.”  In the eighties, The Temps 
(more)
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prevailed with smashes like the Otis Williams’ penned Treat Her Like A Lady.  Then in the nineties, another Temptation explosion.  It began with their appearance on Motown 25 in 1983; it continued with the NBC mini-series that chronicled the group’s history, a ratings triumph over two nights in prime time. An Emmy Award followed.  Then came a series of acclaimed records:

Temptations Miniseries,1998 - Number 1 rated for two nights. Nominated for 5 Emmys, including best miniseries and winner of 1.

For Lovers Only, a collection of love standards, termed an instant classic by critics, remains among the most cherished of all Temptations recordings.

Phoenix Rising, went through the roof, a platinum-plus mega-hit featuring Stay, the Narada Michael Walden produced song that topped the charts.

Ear Resistible, nailed a Grammy and a legion of new fans. 

Awesome, released in 2001 is The Temptations at their freshest, strongest, and most appealing.

Reflections, was released in 2005, nominated for a Grammy and brought to the world The Temptations versions of some of Motown’s greatest songs.

Get Ready, This DVD was released in 2006 - One of the largest selling music DVD ever

The Temptations Musical, 2016 Musical based on Otis Williams’s book & mini-series. 

The current lineup consists of:


Otis Williams, Ron Tyson, Terry Weeks, Larry Braggs, Willie Greene Jr.

“The more we change,” says veteran Ron Tyson, “the more we stay true to ourselves. We’re about singing straight-up soul. It’s a style that will live on forever.” 

“The Temps have always been known for great lead singer’s”, says Williams. “Today we have four of the greatest leads in the proud history of the group.”  The soaring voice of Philadelphia born and raised Ron Tyson, perhaps the best high tenor in the business.  

Terry Weeks, who grew up in Alabama and spent eight years in the Air Force before his chance encounter with Otis.  After an A Cappella audition on a Hollywood street corner; Otis was so impressed and brought him into The Temptation family.  Larry Braggs is passionate, powerful and very spiritual.  These are also the amazing attributes of the voice of this two-time Grammy-nominated artist.  Cut from the same cloth as some of the world's greatest vocalists, Larry has one of the most notable voices in the business.  With a vocal range over three octaves and a command of the stage like no other, Larry has become one of the most electrifying entertainers on tour.  This has gained him the respect and praise of his peers and fans all over the world.  Willie Greene is a Bass vocalist who was born in Birmingham, Alabama.  In the early-sixties Willie first saw The Temptations on The Lloyd Thaxton Show.  They sang The Way you do The Things you 
(more)
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do and Get Ready.  Even though I was just a child… I knew that I was a "Temptation Forever!"  Throughout my career I have had the honor, privilege and pleasure of recording and performing with Lyle Lovett, Ry Cooder, Dolly Parton, John Fogerty, George Harrison (The Beatles)....This opportunity to become a part of the "Great Temptation Legacy" is truly God's greatest musical gift to me!  I would like to thank Mr. Otis Williams for his tenacity in keeping the group together and granting me this opportunity!  “Our challenge,” says Williams, “is to live in the present while respecting the past. Our past is filled with riches only a fool would discard.  At the same time, we thrive on competition.  As a Motowner, I grew up in the most competitive musical atmosphere imaginable. But we also understand that for a group with history, no matter how glorious that history might be, reinvention is the name of the game.”  “When I tell people we are God’s group,” says Otis, a remarkable modest man, “I don’t mean it arrogantly.  It’s just that we have been tested time and again and keep coming back.  We have suffered the death of so many legendary singers...Paul Williams, David Ruffin, Eddie Kendricks, Melvin Franklin. Other’s like Dennis Edwards, Richard Street, Ali-Ollie Woodson and Theo Peoples have left, and yet our unity is tighter, our sound brighter and our popularity greater.  Someone has watched over this group.  Someone has protected our integrity. Someone has said...just go on singing and it’ll get better.”  And so The Temptations go on...and on...and on...

Luke Combs

With gritty, grizzled vocals, brazen songwriting talent and a dynamic live show, River House Artists/Columbia Nashville singer-songwriter Luke Combs stormed onto the country music landscape as “one of the format’s burliest and brightest stars (Vulture)."  The Asheville, North Carolina, native released his GOLD-certified critically-acclaimed debut album This One’s for You in 2017, which debuted at No. 1 on the Billboard Country Albums chart. Combs’ debut 2X PLATINUM-certified smash radio single Hurricane set country radio history topping both the Billboard Country Airplay chart and Mediabase chart for two consecutive weeks – rendering Combs the first debut country artist to hold a multi-week No. 1 since Florida Georgia Line’s Cruise and the first new solo Country male artist to accomplish the feat since Blake Shelton with Austin in 2001.  Combs made history once more when When It Rains It Pours, the PLATINUM-certified second single off his debut project, landed at No. 1 for two-weeks at Country radio; the last debut male to achieve back-to-back chart toppers off a debut album was Sam Hunt.  One Number Away, the third single from Combs’ debut project, is at country radio now.  A CMA, CMT, iHeartRadio and ACM Award-nominated artist, Combs has performed on NBC’s Today and ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel Live! and received critical praise from NPR, American Songwriter, Washington Post, Billboard, Variety and more.  After college at Appalachian State, Combs, a true road warrior, built his avid fan base by developing his trademark through delivering rowdy, hold-nothing-back shows.  By 2014, when Combs followed his calling to Nashville, Tennessee, he had an army of fans behind him, three self-released EPs and a set list full of songs that are true, authentic and demonstrate his signature modern throwback sound.  Combs is currently on his sold-out first headlining Don’t Tempt Me with a Good Time Tour, has performed on all-star lineups for CMA Music Fest, Bonnaroo & Austin City Limits and joins Jason Aldean on his nationwide tour beginning May 2018.

(more)
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Andy Grammer

In ways both large and small, Andy Grammer is thinking a lot about how to speak his own truth.  The concept of honesty - what it means and how to attain it - offers both inspiration and challenge to one of the most successful pop artists to emerge in recent years.  “I’m continually trying to broaden the spectrum of which colors I can paint with,” says Grammer.  “And I think being as honest as possible lets you use contrast - pushing boundaries and being self-deprecating allows you to also go for the sweeter things.”  “As someone who likes to write happy, positive songs, I know they can come across too sweet,” he continues.  “It’s way easier to write sad songs - you play minor chords and it’s instantly cooler.  It takes a lot of effort to make something happy not sound cheesy, but I feel like that’s my life’s work.  And right now, in the world, we need love in all forms.”  That spirit certainly informs Grammer’s Give Love, featuring LunchMoney Lewis, from his third album, The Good Parts, which was released on December 1, 2017.  Give Love follows the success of his platinum hit Fresh Eyes, which has racked up over 350 million total streams and became his sixth single certified gold or better.  Andy’s new hit single, Smoke Clears is out now.  “There’s a balance between organic and pop sounds,” he says, “I’ve created my own lane where I don't feel constrained to just serve up shiny, super-produced pop tracks."  Even without the aid of a specific genre to categorize himself, Grammer’s music was an immediate sensation, as he became the first male pop star in a decade to reach the Top 10 at Adult Pop Radio with Keep Your Head Up and Fine By Me, from his 2011 self-titled debut.  His second album, Magazines or Novels, featured the triple-platinum smash Honey, I'm Good, which was one of the best-selling songs of 2015, and the certified gold anthem Good to be Alive (Hallelujah).  Grammer claims, though, that he’s not stressed by any big expectations following these supersize hits.  “There was way more pressure on the second album - that one almost killed me,” he says.  "That felt like, if I didn't get it right on the second album, there might not be a third.  But it went well, so there was more freedom this time, which really let me go to different places with the music.”  He points to a song called Good Parts, which he’s been performing onstage, as an example of the ways in which he is pushing his writing for the new project.  “The idea is that when we share our flaws with each other, that’s what intimacy is - being genuinely vulnerable is how we get closer.  So, I’m working on getting my own good parts out, being brave and sharing everything.”  This sense is especially acute for Grammer, who has now welcomed newborn daughter, Louisiana, into his life. “A couple of the tracks definitely speak to how incredible this experience is,” he says. “Everything feels new, you’re re-looking at all the things you’ve seen before.  It’s an exciting way of writing a love song - words I thought were becoming boring became interesting again - and it obviously breeds good songs to prioritize things beyond your career.”  Grammer wrote over 100 songs for the new record, and says he was writing and “still trying to beat the best” up until the last minute.  (He points out that Honey, I'm Good was the last song he wrote for Magazines or Novels.)  He has learned that the struggle and the joy come from digging for those lyrics that express an emotion that is both real and resonant.  “Newton had an "aha moment" when an apple fell on his head which prompted him to suddenly understand exactly what gravity is.  He took this thing that we were all dealing with every day, that hadn't been fully understood or explained yet, and he proved it in writing.  Everyone who heard about it must have been like "oh my God totally, I'm dealing with gravity aaall the time too!  Literally every day!  I think that every great song has an element of this in it.  An "aha moment" that allows us to suddenly understand something more clearly or in a different way.  A feeling of 
(more)
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uncovering some universal truth that we all deal with.  It can be sad, happy, trivial, or profound but if a song has this element in it, then I start getting really excited.”  “The hardest part for me to get are words that I think are really worth saying," Grammer continues.  "I spend 80 percent of my time on that.  I know that I'm going to be singing these words on stage over and over again, so that motivates me to make sure that I'm saying things that I really believe in.  But once the lyrics are in line, the rest is usually more fun, more loose - then I can focus on the songs production elements and figure out how I can take a song to the next level and follow where the words are telling me to go with it.”  As he continues stacking up hits in a young career, Andy Grammer has learned some things - but not everything - about what it takes to connect with an audience.  “I can’t tell you why a song goes huge, but I do know when you’ve uncovered something that’s true,” he says.  “We all have emotions and experiences that are true to us, but in the process of getting that into a song it usually crumbles and falls apart.  It's kind of like an emotional game of telephone.  Once in a while though, an emotion or feeling makes it all the way through the gauntlet and is still totally intact in the form of a song.  When that happens, you know it has a chance to go big."  “And when you do create something great,” he adds, “you get to keep playing it, the song continues to give you what you need, it stands up to the test of time and still reaches people.  And that’s the goal.”

Lauren Alaina

Georgia native Lauren Alaina captured America’s hearts when she competed on Season 10 of American Idol.  In 2017, Lauren followed up her No. 1 debuting first album, Wildflower, with the release of the critically-acclaimed sophomore album, Road Less Traveled.  The album landed on multiple end-of-year “Best Of” lists including Billboard, Rolling Stone and Amazon, and it became the top-streamed female country album release of the year.  Praised as “full of life lessons and uplift” (People), the collection of 12 songs all written by the young star includes Lauren’s first No. 1 smash, Road Less Traveled, the Top 25 hit Doin’ Fine, and the deeply personal and inspiring, Three.   

The “sassy Southerner with killer pipes” (Parade) has shared the stage with superstars including Alan Jackson, Carrie Underwood, Luke Bryan and Martina McBride.  Lauren recently joined Cole Swindell on the Reason to Drink Tour and is currently on tour with Jason Aldean for this summer’s High Noon Neon Tour.  Lauren is this year’s ACM New Female Vocalist of the Year and is currently nominated for three CMT Music Awards including Female Video of the Year for Doin’ Fine, Collaborative Video of the Year and Video of the Year for What Ifs, the double platinum-selling No. 1 collaboration with her childhood friend, Kane Brown.  Lauren is one of CMT’s Next Women of Country and she received her first CMT Music Award for Breakthrough Video of the Year with her No. 1 hit Road Less Traveled.  Following the release of Road Less Traveled, Lauren has earned nominations for the ACM Awards, CMA Awards, CMT Music Awards, Teen Choice Awards, Radio Disney Awards and Billboard Music Awards.  For more information, visit www.LaurenAlainaOfficial.com. 

CeCe Winans

The best-selling and most-awarded female gospel artist of all time, CeCe Winans has long since cemented her status as one of the most accomplished and celebrated women in modern music history.  It'd be easy to look back and rest on such illustrious laurels, but Winans has always had her eyes fixed firmly on the future, so it should come as little surprise that she jumped at the opportunity when her son, Alvin Love III, proposed she record the generation-bridging new album'Let Them Fall In Love.  Her first in nearly 
(more)
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a decade, the record finds Winans returning to the studio with gusto, working for roughly three years to craft her most confident, adventurous collection yet.  Recording and performing as both a solo artist and as a duo with her brother BeBe, CeCe has influenced a generation of gospel and secular vocalists over the course of her astonishing career.  Her mantel today holds a staggering 12 Grammy Awards, 22 Dove Awards, and 7 Stellar Awards.  She's been inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame, the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and the Nashville Music City Walk of Fame, in addition to being named a Trailblazer of Soul by BMI and garnering multiple NAACP Image Awards, Soul Train Awards, Essence Awards, and more.  She's sold in excess of 5 million albums in the US, topping the Gospel charts repeatedly while crossing over with smashes like Count On Me, her stunning duet with Whitney Houston from the multi-platinum Waiting To Exhale soundtrack, which sold 2 million copies and cracked the Top 10 on the Pop, R&B, and Adult Contemporary charts.  She touched millions more with inspirational performances everywhere from Oprah to The White House, and even showed off her acting chops on television series like 7th Heaven and Doc.  While collaborating with family is nothing new for Winans, the recording sessions for Let Them Fall In Love found the Detroit native working for the very first time with her son in the producer's chair.  "Alvin shared with me a vision that he had of a record that was bold 
and a little different than anything I'd ever done before," remembers Winans.  "When I heard the songs he'd been writing, I got so excited.  He has great ears and great style and a unique way of writing and thinking things through.  It made it extra special that two generations of family were able to come together on this record."  Bringing together generations is Winans' specialty, and she drew inspiration for the album from her extensive work with the young men and women who attend the church she and her husband founded in Nashville.  "It's really important to me to share where I've been and to encourage young people to understand that they can go even further," reflects Winans.  "I wanted to make an album that ties us together, something that young people would be able to learn from and be inspired by."  Written primarily by Alvin and co-produced by Alvin along with Winans' long-time collaborator Tommy Sims (Garth Brooks, Michael McDonald, Bonnie Raitt), Let Them Fall In Love  was mixed by Dae Bennett (Tony Bennett, Amy Whinehouse, Olivia Newton John) and Jimmy Douglass (Pharrell Williams, Micheal Buble).  The album, recorded both in Nashville and New York City, finds Winans more confident than ever before, merging eras and genres in a glorious blend of past and present that simultaneously recalls the heyday of Motown and still sounds undeniably modern.  Big band horns meet strings from the Nashville String Machine as Winans' soaring voice hits new heights, fueled in part by the encouragement and motivation of her son.  "Alvin was hard on me in the studio," remembers Winans.  "He'd really work me during the songs, and I knew that was a good thing because it meant he was pressing me to get the best performances possible.  Now I listen back and I know he was right.  It was so important to get the right interpretation of each song."  Winans is able to inhabit each song on the record so fully in part because she's lived their stories.  She describes album opener He's Never Failed Me Yet as "my personal testimony," Run To Him as her frequent act of refuge, and Marvelous as a musical embodiment of the black church.  On Hey Devil!, she's joined by fellow gospel powerhouses The Clark Sisters for a playful rebuke of temptation, while Peace From God is a prayer for light in an increasingly dark world, and Lowly is a lesson about pride and humility aimed at the young men who might need it most.  Winans’ eclectic ability shines through on the pedal steel country waltz of Why Me, a song she discovered when 
(more)
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she was invited to perform it live with its writer, Kris Kristofferson.  "I ended up getting sick and I couldn't perform it with him at the show, but my son heard it and knew it would be perfect for the album," explains Winans.  "It's so different for me in this whole new field of country music, but it spoke to my heart and I felt like it was written just for me."  

On the album's other cover, Dancing in The Spirit, Winans is joined by Hezekiah Walker and his choir for a jubilant celebration, while Never Have To Be Alone finds her taking a far more somber approach, singing to the young members of her congregation.  It's the album's closer and title track, though, that seems to light Winans up more than any other.  "That was the first song for this album and I knew right away that I wanted the record to be named Let Them Fall In Love, she explains.  "I told my son that it had to be the heartbeat of the album. There's a lot of different styles and a lot of strong messages on there, but all of them are to bring us to this point. It's why I came back and recorded another album, to express my heart and my desire that people young and old can listen and fall in love with the higher power, fall in love with love, and fall in love with faith and joy and peace.”

Chita Rivera

A theatrical icon and one of Broadway's greatest triple-threat talents, Chita Rivera is one of the most nominated performers in Tony Award history having earned 10 nominations, won twice and received the 2018 Special Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Theatre.  A versatile actress/singer/dancer, she recently starred in The Visit, the final John Kander/Fred Ebb/Terrence McNally musical directed by John Doyle and choreographed by Graciela Daniele on Broadway, the Broadway revival of The Mystery of Edwin Drood, the Broadway and touring productions of The Dancer’s Life, a dazzling new musical celebrating her spectacular career, written by Terrence McNally and directed by Graciela Daniele and the revival of the Broadway musical Nine with Antonio Banderas.  She trained as a ballerina (from age 11) before receiving a scholarship to the School of American Ballet from legendary choreographer George Balanchine.  Chita’s first appearance (age 17) was as a principal dancer in Call Me Madam.  Her electric performance as Anita in the original Broadway premiere of West Side Story brought her stardom, which she repeated in London.  Her career is highlighted by starring roles in Bye Bye Birdie, The Rink (Tony Award), Chicago, Jerry’s Girls, Kiss of the Spider Woman (Tony Award), and the original Broadway casts of Guys and Dolls, Can-Can, Seventh Heaven and Mr. Wonderful.  On tour: Born Yesterday, The Rose Tattoo, Call Me Madam, Threepenny Opera, Sweet Charity, Kiss Me Kate, Zorba, Can-Can with The Rockettes.  Chita was awarded The Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama in 2009 and received the coveted Kennedy Center Honor in 2002.  In November, 2016 she headlined at Carnegie Hall and in 2015, Great Performances aired their special Chita Rivera: A Lot of Livin’ To Do, a retrospective of her extraordinary life and career nationally on PBS.  Her current solo CD is entitled And Now I Swing.  Her most treasured production is her daughter, singer/dancer/choreographer Lisa Mordente.

(more)
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Joshua Bell

With a career spanning more than 30 years as a soloist, chamber musician, recording artist and conductor, Joshua Bell is one of the most celebrated violinists of his era.  An 
exclusive Sony Classical artist, Bell has recorded more than 40 CDs garnering Grammy, Mercury, Gramophone and Echo Klassik awards.  Named the Music Director of the Academy of St Martin in the Fields in 2011, he is the only person to hold this post since Sir Neville Marriner formed the orchestra in 1958.  Slated for release June 22, is Bell’s recording with the Academy of Bruch’s Scottish Fantasy and g minor Concerto.  Bell recently engaged in two tech projects: with Embertone, the leading virtual instrument sampling company, the Joshua Bell Virtual Violin was created for producers, artists, engineers and composers.  Bell also teamed up with Sony for the Joshua Bell VR Experience featuring Bell performing Brahms’ Hungarian Dance No. 1 in full 360-degree VR.  This experience is available for free download for SONY PlayStation 4 VR. 

Perhaps the event that helped most to transform Bell’s reputation from “musician’s musician’ to household name was his incognito performance in a Washington, D.C. subway station in 2007.  Ever adventurous, he had agreed to participate in a Washington Post story by Gene Weingarten which thoughtfully examined art and context.  The story earned Weingarten a Pulitzer Prize and sparked an international firestorm of discussion.  The conversation continues to this day, and inspired the 2013

children’s book The Man with the Violin by Kathy Stinson, illustrated by Dušan Petričić from Annick Press.  Recently published by the same team is The Dance of the Violin which recalls the 12-year-old Bell making a mistake at the Stulberg International String competition and the unexpected outcome which transpired when he was given a second chance.  Bell has reached new audiences from collaborations with artists outside the classical arena and performances on television shows including his 2017 seventh Live from Lincoln Center special: Joshua Bell: Seasons of Cuba.  Appearances on The Tonight Show, CNN, and CBS Sunday Morning, Sesame Street and all three seasons of Amazon’s Mozart in the Jungle have earned new fans. Joshua Bell with Friends @ The Penthouse, Great Performances – Joshua Bell: West Side Story Suite from Central Park, Memorial Day Concert performed on the lawn of the U.S. Capitol, and A&E’s Biography also comprise his CV. He has twice performed on the Grammy Awards telecast, playing music from Short Trip Home and West Side Story Suite, and has been a presenter and a Grammy Award recipient.  Growing up with his two sisters in Bloomington, Indiana, at age four, he received his first violin after his parents  noticed him plucking tunes with rubber bands he had stretched around his dresser drawer handles.  By 12, he was serious about the instrument, thanks in part to Josef Gingold, his beloved teacher and mentor. Two years later, Bell came to national attention in his debut with Riccardo Muti and the Philadelphia Orchestra. His Carnegie Hall debut, an Avery Fisher Career Grant and a notable recording contract followed.  Convinced of the value of music as a diplomatic and educational tool, Bell participated in President

Obama’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities’ first cultural mission to Cuba.  He is also involved in Turnaround Arts, another project implemented by the Committee and the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts which provides arts education to low-performing elementary and middle schools.  Bell has performed for three U.S. Presidents as well as the President of China and devoted himself to several charitable causes, most notably Education Through Music.  Bell performs on the 1713 Huberman Stradivarius violin. 

(more)
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Renée Fleming 

Renée Fleming is one of the most highly-acclaimed singers of our time.  In 2013, President Obama awarded her America's highest honor for an artist, the National Medal of Arts.  She is currently appearing on Broadway in a major new production of Rodger’s and Hammerstein’s Carousel, for which she has been nominated for a Tony Award.  She is heard on the soundtracks of the Oscar-winning films The Shape of Water and Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri, and she will soon be heard as the singing voice of Roxane, played by Julianne Moore, in the film of the best-selling novel Bel Canto.  She brought her voice to a vast new audience in 2014, as the only classical artist ever to sing the US National Anthem at the Super Bowl.  Winner of the 2013 Grammy Award (her fourth) for Best Classical Vocal Solo, Renée has sung for momentous occasions from the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony to the Diamond Jubilee Concert for Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace.  Her recent tour schedule has included concerts in New York, London, Vienna, Paris, Madrid, Tokyo, and Beijing.  As Artistic Advisor to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Renée is currently spearheading a collaboration with the U.S. National Institutes of Health, with participation by the National Endowment of the Arts, focused on the science connecting music, wellness, and the brain.  She has given 14 presentations with scientists and practitioners around the US on this subject over the past year.  Known for bringing new audiences to classical music and opera, Renée has sung not only with Luciano Pavarotti, Plácido Domingo, and Andrea Bocelli, but also with Elton John, Paul Simon, Sting, Josh Groban, and Joan Baez.  She has hosted a wide variety of television and radio broadcasts, including the Metropolitan Opera’s Live in HD series, and Live from Lincoln Center.  Renée has recorded everything from complete operas and song recitals to indie rock and jazz; and her album Signatures was selected by the U.S. Library of Congress for the National Recording Registry, as an “aural treasure worthy of preservation as part of America’s patrimony.”  In 2010, she was named the first-ever Creative Consultant at Lyric Opera of Chicago. She is a member of the Board of Trustees of Carnegie Hall, the Board of Sing for Hope, and the Artistic Advisory Board of the Polyphony Foundation.  She is a spokesperson for the American Musical Therapy Association.  Renée’s memoir The Inner Voice, published in 2004, is currently in its 16th printing.  Among her awards are the Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal, Germany’s Cross of the Order of Merit, Sweden’s Polar Music Prize, France’s Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, and honorary doctorates from the University of Pennsylvania, Duke, Harvard, and Carnegie Mellon Universities, the Eastman School of Music, and The Juilliard School.  For more info visit: www.reneefleming.com.  
Kyla Jade 

Kyla Jade is a multifaceted songstress who writes and produces her own music alongside running her own music entertainment company, Love Jade Inc.  Her mission is to give you an experience of timeless music.  Kyla has graced audiences all over the country with her unique blend of jazz, gospel, R&B and soul.  Residing in Nashville, Tennessee by way of Kansas, she draws from her musical training and culture to help define her powerhouse sound.  In 2014, Kyla appeared on Bobby Jones Gospel as a solo artist on Black Entertainment Television (BET) Network with Ambassador Dr. Bobby Jones and the Nashville Super Choir as one of his most versatile premier soloists.  This led to many opportunities including touring with Wynonna Judd, Patti LaBelle, Jennifer Hudson, Earth Wind and Fire, Peter Frampton and The Clark Sisters.  Equally 
(more)
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comfortable performing live or working within the studio, Kyla has headlined her own classical jazz cover tour in Europe, headlined for BB Kings Memphis Blues live show, as well as having produced background vocals for the Country Music Awards, Stellar Awards, Dove Awards, The Grammys, BET Awards, and BET’s Celebration of Gospel.  

Most recently, Kyla has captured the heart of the nation while competing for Team Blake on season 14 of The Voice on NBC.  A firm favorite with both the judges and the public, Kyla drew praise with standout performances of See Saw, You Don’t Own Me and This Is Me.  With millions of viewers tuning in every night to watch Kyla sing, unfazed and consistent in her strong performances, she found herself in the final three.  With upcoming live performances at the Special Olympics opening ceremony, and PBS’ A Capitol Fourth 4th of July celebrations on the horizon, you are sure to see and hear plenty of Kyla Jade very soon.  

Jack Everly

Jack Everly is the Principal Pops Conductor of the Indianapolis and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras, Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa).  He has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and The Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom Music 
Center.  Maestro Everly will conduct over 90 performances in more than 20 North 
American cities this season.  As Music Director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth on PBS, Maestro Everly proudly leads the National Symphony Orchestra in these patriotic celebrations on the National Mall.  Mr. Everly is also the Music Director of the IPL Yuletide Celebration, now a 30 plus year tradition.  He led the ISO in its first Pops recording, Yuletide Celebration, Volume One, that included 
three of his own orchestrations.  Some of his other recordings include In The Presence featuring the Czech Philharmonic and Daniel Rodriguez, Sandi Patty’s Broadway Stories, the soundtrack to Disney's The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Everything's Coming Up Roses: The Complete Overtures Of Jule Styne.  Originally appointed by Mikhail Baryshnikov, Mr. Everly was conductor of the American Ballet Theatre for 14 years, where he served as Music Director.  In addition to his ABT tenure, he teamed with Marvin Hamlisch on Broadway shows that Mr. Hamlisch scored.  He conducted Carol Channing hundreds of times in Hello, Dolly! in two separate Broadway productions.  Maestro Everly, a graduate of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, holds an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from Franklin College in his home state of Indiana.  He is a proud resident of the Indianapolis community and when not on the podium you can find Maestro Everly at home with his family which includes Max the wonder dog.
The National Symphony Orchestra 
The 2017–2018 season marks the National Symphony Orchestra’s 87th season, and Gianandrea Noseda’s first as its music director.  The Italian conductor serves as the Orchestra’s seventh music director, joining the NSO’s legacy of such distinguished leaders as Christoph Eschenbach, Leonard Slatkin, Mstislav Rostropovich, Antal Doráti, Howard Mitchell, and Hans Kindler.  Its artistic leadership also includes Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke and Artistic Advisor Ben Folds.  Founded in 1931, the Orchestra has always been committed to artistic excellence and music education.  In 1986, the National Symphony became an artistic affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center 
(more)
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for the Performing Arts, where it has performed a full season of subscription concerts since the Center opened in 1971.  The 96-member NSO regularly participates in events of national and international importance, including official holiday celebrations through its regularly televised appearances for Capital Concerts, and local radio broadcasts on Classical WETA 90.9FM, making the NSO one of the most-heard orchestras in the country.  The Orchestra performs approximately 150 concerts each year, including classical and popular concerts at the Kennedy Center, at Wolf Trap in the summer, and on the lawn of the U.S. Capitol; chamber music performances in the Terrace Theater, on the Millennium Stage, and at theaters around D.C.  It has a distinguished history of touring, and an extensive education program, with a range of offerings for families and children ages three and up.  Additionally, the NSO’s community engagement projects are nationally recognized, including NSO In Your Neighborhood, which comprises a week of approximately 50 performances in schools, churches, community centers, and other neighborhood venues, and Sound Health, a collaboration with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its affiliated organizations.  Career development opportunities for young musicians include the NSO Youth Fellowship Program and its acclaimed Summer Music Institute.  For more information, visit nationalsymphony.org. 

Michael Colbert
Michael Colbert is the Executive Producer of two of television’s longest-running and multi-award winning live programs that commemorate America’s freedom and independence at the U.S. Capitol.  A Capitol Fourth, America’s national Independence Day party, celebrates its 38th annual broadcast in 2018.  The National Memorial Day Concert, which marks its 29th anniversary this year, has become the nation’s premier tribute to our men and women in uniform, their families at home, and all those who have 
given their lives for our country.  Capital Concerts was founded by Michael’s father, Jerry 
Colbert, who passed away in January, 2017.  Michael Colbert, who managed the organization in partnership with his father for over 20 years, continues to direct Capital Concerts year-round.  He is the primary liaison with the over twenty government and non-governmental Washington agencies and organizations that contribute to the shows, and oversees the hundreds of television professionals who participate annually.  In addition to his annual work on these patriotic events, Colbert’s credits include major national television specials on CBS, Fox, PBS and Comedy Central in locations ranging from Washington, DC, New York and Los Angeles to Nashville.  He has also produced a wide range of major corporate events.

Paul Miller
Paul Miller is a veteran television director and producer whose credits include The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special on CBS, The Country Music Awards, The Tony Awards, Saturday Night Live, Star Spangled Spectacular: A Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of our National Anthem, In Living Color and many specials and series for all the major broadcast and cable television networks.  He won a 2016 Emmy Award as Executive Producer of It’s Your 50th Christmas, Charlie Brown.  Paul has received an additional six Emmy nominations, and won for directing the Tony Awards and the ABC News coverage of the Inauguration of President Barrack Obama.  He has also been nominated twice for the Directors Guild of America Award in the Musical/Variety category and won for directing the Tony Awards.  Paul has directed the annual PBS broadcasts of A Capitol Fourth and the National Memorial Day Concert for the past twenty years.  He is a partner 
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Page Fifteen

in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainment company that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime.  

Jon Macks 

Jon Macks has written for Hollywood’s top television programs, including the most prestigious award shows, late night programs and television specials.  From 1992 through February 2014 he was a staff writer for the Tonight Show with Jay Leno.  Macks has written for the Academy Awards twenty-one times, writing the show and for hosts Billy Crystal, Steve Martin, Hugh Jackman, Whoopi Goldberg and Chris Rock.  He was also head writer for the 76th, 80th, 81st and 82nd and 90th Annual Academy Awards.  Macks has written on twenty Emmy Awards, seven American Latino Media Awards, thirteen Academy of Country Music Awards and ten Golden Globe Awards.  He’s been nominated for eight Emmy Awards for writing the Academy Awards, the Golden Globes and for writing and producing the Betty White 90th Birthday Special.  In 2006, he received a Writers Guild Award nomination for his work on the 59th Annual Tony Awards and in 2014 he won the Writers Guild award for his work on the Golden Globes.  He was also a creator and consulting producer for the HBO series K Street and is executive 
producer and writer of the Universal movie Little Leaguers.  His television credits include ABC’s 50th Anniversary Special, Hollywood Squares, CBS’s 75th Anniversary Special and the Tony Awards. This is Macks’s fourteenth time writing for A Capitol Fourth.
Barr Weissman

Barr Weissman has produced and edited the documentary segments for the National Memorial Day Concert since 1998.  Mr. Weissman edited and helped produce several independent documentaries; including the Academy Award winning film, The 
Stonecarvers and Mr. Justice Brennan.  He has directed and edited biographical films for the Kennedy Center Honors for CBS (including films on The Who, Mel Brooks, Bruce Springsteen and Tom Hanks).  In addition, he has produced and edited documentaries for the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, NBC, PBS, and others.  His work has been recognized by the Emmy’s, received awards at film festivals worldwide, and screened at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  Weissman’s most recent film, The Secret To A Happy Ending has screened at film festivals and theaters world-wide and received 4 stars from Rolling Stone.  In 2016, Mr. Weissman produced and edited 10 films for the Musical Crossroads gallery at the new Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.  A native Washingtonian, Mr. Weissman produced and independently distributed two critically acclaimed documentaries about the city - Home: The Langston Terrace Dwellings and A View From The Street: The Art Of Lily Spandorf.
# # #

