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John Stamos 
John Stamos is a two-time Emmy Award nominated television, film and theater actor and producer with a career spanning over 35-years.  Credits include David E. Kelley & Dean Lorey’s Big Shot, Greg Berlanti’s You, Grandfathered, Fuller House, Ryan Murphy’s Scream Queens, Glee, John Well’s ER and Full House.  Stamos won the 2016 People’s Choice Award and TV Land's Timeless Icon Award.  Broadway credits include How To Succeed In Business Without Really Trying, Gore Vidal's The Best Man, Bye Bye Birdie and the Tony Award-winning musicals Nine and Cabaret.  A gifted drummer, singer and musician, Stamos has toured, recorded and collaborated with the legendary band, The Beach Boys, for over 30 years.  As an advocate for the support and advancement of children, Stamos is also a Celebrity Ambassador for ChildHelp, an organization that helps the victims of child abuse through education treatment and prevention programs.  In 2018, he partnered with My Saint My Hero to create the St. Amos Wearable Blessings Collection, donating 100% of the net proceeds to ChildHelp. 

Vanessa Williams
Vanessa Williams is one of the most respected and multi-faceted performers in the entertainment industry today.  Having sold millions of records worldwide, Vanessa has also achieved numerous #1 and Top 10 hits on various Billboard Album and Singles charts: Pop, Dance, R&B, Adult Contemporary, Holiday, Latin, Gospel and Jazz.  Her critically acclaimed work in film, television, recordings and the Broadway stage has been recognized by every major industry award affiliate including 4 Emmy nominations, 11 Grammy nominations, a Tony nomination, 3 SAG award nominations, 7 NAACP Image Awards and 3 Satellite Awards.  Her platinum single Colors of the Wind, from the Disney’s Pocahontas, won the Oscar, Grammy and Golden Globe for Best Original Song.  A graduate of Syracuse University, Vanessa is a strong advocate for equal rights, especially concerning the gay community and minorities.  She was honored with the Human Rights Campaign “Ally for Equality” Award for her humanitarian contributions.  Vanessa also achieved a career pinnacle with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2007.  Vanessa’s autobiography, You Have No Idea, co-written with her mother Helen Williams, was a New York Times Best Seller in 2012.  Her recent Broadway credits include co-starring with Cicely Tyson in The Trip to Bountiful, (the #1 play of the 2013 season), After Midnight (2014), and a special limited engagement in Hey, Look Me Over at New York City Center in 2018.  Vanessa is the mother of four - Melanie, Jillian, Devin and Sasha.  Her charitable endeavors are many and varied, embracing and supporting such organizations as Concerts for America, Special Olympics and several others.  Vanessa is one of the world’s most accomplished concert artists, appearing regularly 
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with the most prestigious symphony orchestras in the world, most recently with the National Symphony Orchestra at The Kennedy Center.  Vanessa is exclusively managed by the Sterling Winters Company (SWC)/kathy ireland® Worldwide. 

Patti LaBelle

Beautiful, simply does not describe the incomparable force known to the world as Patti LaBelle.  As time continues to evolve, the soulful songbird’s name has become synonymous with grace, style, elegance and class.  Belting out classic rhythm and blues renditions, pop standards and spiritual sonnets have created the unique platform of versatility that she is known and revered for.  It’s a small wonder that Patti has time for anything else in between recording and touring, but she makes time and the world is oh so happy that she does!  She has written six books, Don’t Block the Blessings, LaBelle Cuisine: Recipes to Sing About, Patti’s Pearls, Patti LaBelle’s Lite Cuisine, Recipes for the Good Life and her most recent, Desserts LaBelle. Several years ago, she introduced Patti’s Good Life, a successful food line that includes a variety of pies, cobblers and cakes, and is available at Walmart stores. Also, she has starred in a highly rated cooking show, Patti LaBelle's Place, on the Cooking Channel.  In 2017, Patti released her first jazz album, Bel Hommage, and a holiday album, Patti LaBelle and Friends - Home for the Holidays, on her own record label, GPE Records.  And most recently, Patti expanded the Patti’s Good Life line to include frozen comfort foods such as macaroni & cheese, greens, beef brisket and cornbread.  World renowned for her dynamic career as an entertainer and entrepreneurial success, Patti’s work as a humanitarian is just as legendary.  She remains an advocate for adoption, diabetes, cancer, HIV/AIDS and many other causes and non-profit initiatives.  While she has reached the heights of success throughout her 50-plus year career, Patti has also endured and survived personal strife.  Within a ten-year period, she lost her mother, three sisters and best friend to diabetes and cancer. In 1994, she was diagnosed with diabetes and shortly thereafter became a spokesperson for the American Diabetes Association.  The same motivation that had Patricia Louise Holte blossom from a choir member to lead vocalist for Patti LaBelle & The Bluebelles and later Labelle, to a solo artist is the same energy that keeps her fire burning at seventy-five years young. “Each year I grow, and that’s a blessing from God.  I do what I can do.  I do what I feel God has given me the energy to do, so I just go out there and I do it…It’s not about making money because I don’t need money, but I need to sing.  With a voice or without, I’ve got to get on that stage.”  And the world is thankful that Patti’s voice sounds so good to our ears.

John Fogerty

John Fogerty is a true American treasure.  As leader of Creedence Clearwater Revival, Fogerty forged a distinctive, groundbreaking sound all his own, equal parts blues, country, pop, rockabilly, R&B, swamp boogie, and Southern fried rock ‘n’ roll, all united by his uniquely evocative lyrical perspective.  Fogerty is a Grammy winner and has been inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame as well as the Songwriters Hall of Fame.  He is the only musician to be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame 
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for his song, Centerfield, a staple at baseball stadiums across the country.  Among Fogerty’s many hit songs, both as a solo artist and as leader of CCR, highlights include Centerfield, Proud Mary, Susie Q, Fortunate Son, Born on the Bayou, Bad Moon Rising, and Have You Ever Seen the Rain, among many others.  In 2019, Fogerty celebrated 50 years in music with a worldwide tour including a return appearance at Wynn Las Vegas’ Encore Theater.  His most recent show, My 50 Year Trip, a tribute to the 50th anniversary of Woodstock, features a collection of Creedence Clearwater Revival (CCR) hits, including songs from the set list of his performance at the legendary Woodstock music festival in 1969 among other fan favorites.  An album, 50 Year Trip: Live at Red Rocks, was released on November 8, 2019.  In April 2020, while self-quarantining together the Fogerty Family, featuring John with his sons Shane, Tyler and daughter Kelsy, gathered in their home studio to play some music together.  A weekly video series began and became so popular that a digital EP, Fogerty’s Factory, was released via BMG on Fogerty’s 75th Birthday, May 28, 2020.
Renée Fleming

Renée Fleming is one of the most highly acclaimed singers of our time, performing on the stages of the world’s greatest opera houses, concert halls, and theaters.  Winner of four Grammy awards and the US National Medal of Arts, Renée has sung for momentous occasions from the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony to the Diamond Jubilee Concert for HM Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace.  In 2014, Renée brought her voice to a vast new audience as the only classical artist ever to sing the US National Anthem at the Super Bowl.  Known for bringing new audiences to classical music and opera, Renée has starred in and hosted an array of television and radio broadcasts, including The Met: Live in HD and Live from Lincoln Center.  Her voice is featured on the soundtracks of the Best Picture Oscar winners The Shape of Water and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King.  Renée has recorded everything from complete operas and song recitals to indie rock and jazz; and her album Signatures was selected by the U.S. Library of Congress for the National Recording Registry, as an “aural treasure worthy of preservation as part of America’s patrimony.”  When social distancing precautions began, Renée was preparing to depart for a recital tour of Europe and the US with the Russian pianist Evgeny Kissin.  With performances cancelled, in May Renée launched an ongoing weekly webinar Music and Mind LIVE, focused on the intersection of music and health.  So far, her guests have included Deepak Chopra, MD, Dr. Vivek Murthy, former US Surgeon General, and neuroscientist and bestselling author Daniel Levitin.  Last spring, she appeared opposite Ben Whishaw in Norma Jean Baker of Troy to open The Shed in New York City.  Last summer, she performed the world premieres of André Previn’s Penelope and Kevin Puts’ The Brightness of Light at Tanglewood.  In June, she made her London musical theater debut as Margaret Johnson in The Light in the Piazza, bringing her acclaimed portrayal to Los Angeles and Chicago in the autumn.  Renée earned a Tony Award nomination for her performance in the 2018 Broadway production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Carousel.  As Artistic Advisor to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Renée launched a collaboration with the U.S. National Institutes of Health, with 
Page Four

participation by the NEA, focused on the science connecting music, health, and the brain.  She has given presentations with scientists and practitioners on this subject around the world, earning Research!America’s Rosenfeld Award for Impact on Public Opinion.  Co-director of the Aspen Opera Theater and VocalARTS, Renée is also the Artistic Director of SongStudio at Carnegie Hall, dedicated to the art of the song recital. Renée’s awards include the Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal, Germany’s Cross of the Order of Merit, and France’s Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur. Renée’s memoir The Inner Voice, published in the US and UK in 2004, has since been translated and published in France, Germany, Japan, Poland, Russia, and China, and is now in its 16th US printing. www.reneefleming.com

Trace Adkins

Towering baritone Trace Adkins has sold more than 11 million albums and charted more than 20 singles in his 25 years in Nashville, a remarkable run for one of country music’s most easily identifiable stars.  With over one billion spins on Pandora (10 million per month), one million followers on Spotify and nearly 200 million plays on YouTube, the Louisiana native is back in the studio after releasing his 12th studio album, Something’s Going On, in 2017.  A three-time GRAMMY Award nominee, Adkins has won three Academy of Country Music Awards, including the 2009 Single of the Year Award for You’re Gonna Miss This and Vocal Event of the Year with Blake Shelton for Hillbilly Bone in 2010.  The Grand Ole Opry member is also an author and spokesman for the Wounded Warrior Project and The American Red Cross, for whom he raised more than $1.5 million dollars as winner of NBC’s All-Star Celebrity Apprentice.  In recent years, Adkins has performed for our service members across 12 USO Tours.  In his 2007 autobiography, A Personal Stand: Observations and Opinions from a Freethinking Roughneck, Adkins recounted his rise to fame, brushes with death, and battles with personal demons.  Adkins has also acted in multiple films and television shows, playing a tough-as-nails biker in The Lincoln Lawyer (starring Matthew McConaughey), a desperate father in Deepwater Horizon (starring Mark Wahlberg), a wise oracle of a tattoo artist in the family friendly film Moms’ Night Out (starring Patricia Heaton, Sean Astin, Sarah Drew), and as MercyMe’s real-life manager, Brickell, in the box office smash I Can Only Imagine.  The film was the third biggest selling movie on its opening weekend in America.  His latest role was as a grandiloquent former general in the film Badland which was released in select theaters and on Amazon Prime Video and Apple TV in November 2019.  Adkins released Better Off from his upcoming album for Verge Records on March 20.  For more information and announcements, visit http://www.traceadkins.com/ or on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram @TraceAdkins.

Andy Grammer

Since his 2011 self-titled debut, multiplatinum singer and songwriter Andy Grammer has consistently delivered stratosphere-size smashes buoyed by impressive range, deft musicality, and endless charisma.  By 2019, he scored six chart-topping hits - each certified gold or better by the RIAA.  The artist’s breakout Fine By Me and its follow-up Keep Your Head Up are both certified platinum.  His 
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2014 sophomore offering, Magazines or Novels, went gold and yielded the gold Good To Be Alive (Hallelujah).  During this chapter, the single Honey, I’m Good reached quadruple-platinum status globally, emerging as “one of the best-selling songs of 2015.”  He maintained this streak on 2017’s The Good Parts.  The standout Fresh Eyes tallied over 350 million streams, achieving a platinum plaque.  Not to mention, he consistently sold out headline gigs everywhere.  Building upon that foundation, his 2019 fourth full-length, Naïve [S-Curve Records/BMG], amplifies both the message and the musicianship.  Robust instrumentation upholds a feeling of unabashed positivity for Grammer throughout.  This uplifting spirit defines the first single Don’t Give Up On Me.  Featured in the big screen drama Five Feet Apart, the song clocked 18 million Spotify streams in three weeks between the original and R3HAB remix. From the bright Wish You Pain to the epic Lady Blacksmith Mambazo-assisted She’d Say, these moments commute and inspire happiness in its purest form on Naïve and beyond.
Yolanda Adams

After twelve albums, five Grammys and performing for several U. S. presidents, she still wows audiences all over the world, ever since her 1988 debut album, Just As I Am.  Yolanda Adams is renowned for pioneering the blend of modern gospel music infused with soul and jazz.  For decades, she has empowered fans through her inspirational and contemporary music.  The eldest of six siblings, her leading spirit and optimism soon became her trademark.  Her solid church background and love for all genres of music left her with respect for traditional musical hues, as well as a desire for a more contemporary interpretation.  She was employed as an elementary teacher when she began to garner recognition for her stunning performances.  It was while she served as a lead singer in her native town, Houston, Texas with the Southeast Inspirational Choir that Yolanda caught the eye of the prolific composer/producer Thomas Whitfield who guided her first album.  She was soon hailed as the most versatile contemporary gospel singer since Aretha Franklin.  Her brilliant follow-up albums have earned her multiple awards from music’s highest honors such as the Stellars, Grammys, BMI, Soul Train Awards, NAACP Image, BET, and more.  In 2001, she opened a new category and was the first artist to receive an American Music Award for “Favorite Contemporary Inspirational Artist.”  Although the Gospel Music Association has continuously honored Yolanda through multiple Dove Awards, on May 9, 2017, she was inducted into GMA’s Hall of Fame for her outstanding achievements in the Christian music industry.  In addition to being a gospel superstar, she has reigned on radio airwaves for more than ten years as the host of her own show, The Yolanda Adams Morning Show, which has been heard in over sixty markets nationally.  As a former teacher, her natural love for community initiatives and the well-being of youth is just as captivating as her singing.  She served as a spokesperson for the FILA Corporation’s Operation Rebound program, which addressed the concerns of inner city school children.  In 2016, former President Barack Obama presented Yolanda Adams with the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Award for grateful recognition with the Corporation for National Community Service for her lifelong commitment to building a stronger nation 
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through volunteer service.  While she is grateful for her success, Yolanda’s greatest achievement comes from being a mother and great example to her daughter.  A former teacher, now gospel legend, continues to influence the world and change lives through her music and humanitarian efforts. 

Brantley Gilbert

With back-to-back platinum albums and a grassroots following millions strong, Brantley Gilbert has clearly struck a nerve.  The Georgia native who started as the defiant life-of-the-party can still go ‘til sunrise, but he’s also emerged as something far greater: the leader of a massive tribe of hard-working, fun-loving believers for whom electric guitar-shredding, rapping, and twang can go hand-in-hand-in-hand. They call themselves the BG Nation, and when the BG Nation watches Gilbert on a stage, they don’t just see a star.  They see themselves. Seven No. 1 hits punctuate his career: Country Must be Country Wide, You Don’t Know Her Like I Do, CMA Awards Song of the Year nominee Dirt Road Anthem, My Kinda Party, Bottoms Up, One Hell of an Amen and collaboration with Lindsay Ell What Happens In A Small Town.  Gilbert’s landmark record Just As I Am clinched the 2014 American Music Award for Favorite Country Album.  Earning praise from the New York Times, NPR, American Songwriter, and more, Gilbert has mined a rich vein of conflict between the party and the pew on all of his albums.  Instead of toiling in limbo, unable to enjoy good times for fear of Judgment Day, Gilbert fully lives - rowdy friend, man of faith, devoted husband, smitten new father - just as he is.  Fire & Brimstone, out now (10/4/19) via The Valory Music Co., is Gilbert’s most mature and complex exploration of his world to date.  His current single, Hard Days is available everywhere now.  For additional information, visit BrantleyGilbert.com or follow 

him on Instagram and Twitter at @BrantleyGilbert and on Facebook @BrantleyGilbertMusic.
Lauren Alaina

Platinum-selling star Lauren Alaina’s new EP, Getting Good, features six songs including radio hit Getting Good, the beautifully moving The Other Side, and Ladies in the ’90s,  an “audio delight” and “big ol’ dance party” that pays homage to some of Lauren’s biggest female role models from Shania Twain, Faith Hill and Dixie Chicks to Britney Spears, TLC, Spice Girls and more.  The “sassy Southerner with killer pipes” (Parade) has shared the stage with superstars including Alan Jackson, Carrie Underwood, Luke Bryan, Martina McBride, Jason Aldean and Blake Shelton, and she sold out her own, first-ever headlining, That Girl Was Me Tour.  Lauren’s critically acclaimed sophomore album, Road Less Traveled, landed on multiple “Best Of” lists including Billboard, Rolling Stone and Amazon, and it became the top-streamed female country album release of 2017.  Praised as “full of life lessons and uplift” (People), the collection of 12 songs all written by the young star includes Lauren’s first No. 1 smash, Road Less Traveled, Doin’ Fine, and the inspiring, Three.  Lauren has received multiple nominations for ACM Awards, CMA Awards, CMT Music Awards, Teen Choice Awards, Radio Disney Awards and Billboard Music Awards.  Awards include 2017 ACM New Female Vocalist of the Year, CMT Breakthrough Video of the Year for her Road Less Traveled, and CMT Collaborative Video of the 
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Year for What Ifs, the 5x Platinum-selling No. 1 hit with childhood friend, Kane Brown. For more information and tour dates, please visit http://laurenalainaofficial.com/ and follow Lauren at @Lauren_Alaina on Twitter, @laurenalaina on Instagram and on Facebook.  For videos go to her YouTube (@LaurenAlainaAIVEVO)

The Temptations
The Temptations, often referred to as “American Music Royalty,” are world-renowned superstars of entertainment, revered for their phenomenal catalog of music, and prolific career.  Named the “#1 R&B/Hip Hop Artists of All Time” and one of the “125 Greatest of All Time Artists” by Billboard Magazine, as well as one of the “100 Greatest Artists of All Time” by Rolling Stone Magazine, the group is truly a beloved “National Treasure.”  The Temptations are currently the subject of the smash hit Broadway musical, Ain’t Too Proud, which opened on March 21st, 2019.  The musical won the Tony Award for Best Choreography at the 73rd Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall in New York City on June 10, 2019 and continues to captivate thousands of theater-goers during sold-out performances on the Great White Way.  In June of 2019, the show’s producers announced tour plans for the musical starting July 2020, in more than 50 cities for 100+ weeks.  Prior to the musical, the Temptations’ journey, as seen through the lens of Otis Williams, the sole surviving original Temptation, was also a blockbuster television mini-series which aired in 1998.  The mini-series, which was produced by long-time Temptations manager Shelly Berger, Otis Williams, and Suzanne de Passe, head of de Passe Entertainment, was reportedly viewed by 45 million fans and went on to win an Emmy for Outstanding Direction for a Mini-series or Movie, as well as the 1999 NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Television Movie or Mini-series.  The mini-series continues to air on cable networks today.  In 2018, Universal Music Enterprises released worldwide the Temptations’ latest studio album, All The Time, their first new album in eight years.  It was released in CD, vinyl LP, limited edition white vinyl LP and digital formats.  It features three new, original Temptations songs, in addition to inspired renditions of songs from Maxwell, The Weekend, Sam Smith, Bruno Mars and others.   At the time of the album’s release, Otis Williams, founding member of the Temptations said, “…Looking back, I never could have imagined where my life has taken me.  I’m proud of what the Temptations have achieved, and I’m grateful for every opportunity we’ve been so fortunate to receive. The music carries me.  Together, we lift our voices with love and wonder…”  The group’s 60-year history spans both the 20th and 21st centuries and their music transcends generations.  What began in Detroit, when a remarkable combination of soulful voices united, was the genesis of an epic journey that introduced multiple superstars to the world and produced some of the greatest music of our era.  Considered trailblazers in the 60’s, leading the way, not only for themselves, but for other R&B artists, successfully reaching mainstream audiences here and abroad, the Temptations’ rise to fame was meteoric.  When the legendary “Classic Five,” (Otis Williams, Melvin Franklin, Eddie Kendricks, Paul Williams and David Ruffin) released the single, The Way You Do The Things You Do, in 1964, which peaked at #11 on the Billboard Hot 100 Pop Chart and remained on the list for 11 weeks, it 
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marked the beginning of a multitude of award-winning and chart-topping songs and albums that would be embraced by popular music audiences globally.  It was on March 6, 1965 that their first million copy bestselling single, My Girl hit #1 on Billboard’s Pop chart.  The Temptations, throughout the group’s evolution, have produced 53 Billboard Hot 100 Hit singles, including four that became #1 Pop singles: My Girl, I Can’t Get Next To You, Just My Imagination, and Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone.  Additionally, they released 43 Top 10 R&B hit singles, 14 of which were #1 R&B hits, including timeless classics such as Ain’t Too Proud to Beg, Beauty Is Only Skin Deep, I Wish It Would Rain, and songs influenced by their funk/psychedelic soul sound including Happy People, and Shakey Ground.  The group also has 16 #1 R&B Albums.  The Temptations are the recipients of numerous awards and honors.  They have won four Grammy Awards, including being honored with the Recording Academy’s Lifetime Achievement Grammy Award in 2013.  The Temptations received their first, as well as Motown’s first, Grammy Award in 1969 for the “Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group, Vocal or Instrumental,” for their song, Cloud Nine.  They won their next Grammy Award in 1973 for the #1 Billboard Hot 100 Hit, Papa Was a Rollin’ Stone, which won a total of three Grammy Awards that year: “Best R&B Vocal Performance by a Group,” awarded to the Temptations; “Best R&B Instrumental,” awarded to Norman Whitfield and arranger/conductor Paul Riser; and “Best R&B Song,” awarded to Norman Whitfield and Barrett Strong as song composers.  They also won a Grammy in 2001 for their “Top 20” R&B Album, Ear-Resistible for the “Best Traditional R&B Vocal Performance.”  In 1998, My Girl was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and Papa Was A Rollin’ Stone was inducted a year later.  In 1974, the group was also the very first to be awarded “Favorite R&B Vocal Group” at the inaugural American Music Awards.  In 1975, the Temptations recorded their album, A Song For You, that won the 1976 American Music Award for “Best R&B/Soul Album.”  The album includes two wildly popular and bestselling #1 R&B songs, Happy People, (co-written by Lionel Richie) featuring the Commodores as instrumentalists, and Shakey Ground featuring instrumentals by Parliament-Funkadelic’s Eddie Hazel with Billy “Bass” Nelson.  In 1998, the Temptations released the album, Phoenix Rising, featuring the debut of Terry Weeks, a lead vocalist for the group then, and now, and it won the Soul Train Music Award for “Best R&B Album by a Duo or Group.”  The single, Stay, from that album became a “Top 30” R&B single.  In 1983, Ron Tyson, one of the group’s current lead vocalists, joined the Temptations.  In May of 1983, the televised anniversary special Motown 25: Yesterday, Today, Forever, aired on NBC-TV and the extraordinary battle between the Temptations and the Four Tops lead to a road tour of the two groups, famously called the “T’NT” tour.  The two legendary groups still perform together today while on their respective concert tours.  In 1988, Otis Williams’ critically-acclaimed autobiography, Temptations, written with The New York Times bestselling author Patricia Romanowski, was published nationally.  The book went on to become the source for both the Emmy Award-Winning television mini-series in 1998 and the smash hit Broadway musical, Ain’t Too Proud: The Life and Times of the Temptations, with Tony Award-Winning choreography and Grammy-Winning music. The Temptations were inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989. Blockbuster #1 hits Just My Imagination, Papa was a Rollin’ Stone, and My Girl are 
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among the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame’s “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll.”  The group was also inducted into the Vocal Group Hall of Fame in 1999, and into the Rhythm and Blues Music Hall of Fame in 2013.  They were invited back to the Rhythm and Blues Music Hall of Fame in 2017 to receive “The R&B Male Group of the 20th Century” Award.  They received the NAACP Image Award “Hall of Fame Award” in 1992.  The Temptations were given a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles, California on September 14, 1994, and a star on the Apollo Theater’s Walk of Fame in Harlem in New York City on June 7, 2019.  At the official ceremony, Otis Williams received a plaque marking the occasion on behalf of the legendary, classic five line-up, including himself, Melvin Franklin, Eddie Kendricks, Paul Williams, and David Ruffin.  Otis Williams was also honored at the Apollo Theater’s 85th Anniversary Gala on June 10th, 2019.  Rolling Stone Magazine in 2003, and again in 2012, ranked the group’s album Anthology, originally released in 1973, as one of the “500 Greatest Albums of All Time.”  In 2006, Otis Williams received the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters from Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama.  In 2018, the Library of Congress announced the induction of the Temptations’ classic mega-hit, My Girl into the National Recording Registry.  In November of 2019, the Temptations appeared on Billboard’s 125th Anniversary list of the “125 Greatest of All Time Artists,” in popular music.  Also, in November 2019, the original cast album for the smash hit Broadway musical, Ain’t Too Proud was nominated for a Grammy Award in the “Best Musical Theater Album” category.  The Grammy Awards ceremony will be held in January of 2020.  In addition, for the 2019 holiday season, Universal Music Enterprises (“UMe”), the Temptations’ current recording company, announced the release of a first-of-its-kind, animated video featuring the Temptations’ Silent Night, one of the most popular holiday songs of all time.  The Temptations, iconic superstars, will mark their 60th Anniversary in 2020 with an international concert tour which will include shows in Britain in late October 2020.  Looking ahead to Christmas 2021, the Broadway musical, Ain’t Too Proud will go back to the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., where it ran in previews.  Otis Williams, the sole surviving original Temptation, Ron Tyson, a lead vocalist with the group for 37 years, Terry Weeks, a lead vocalist for 23 years, and Willie Greene, Jr., base vocalist with the group for four years, are still serenading fans with their soulful voices, lighting up stages with their famous Temptations’ Walk, and bringing joy to audiences of all ages. 

Chrissy Metz

When Chrissy Metz, who plays Kate Pearson on the award- winning NBC series This Is Us, read the script for an episode in the show’s first season where Kate sings Cyndi Lauper’s Time After Time at a retirement community, she thought the show’s creator, Dan Fogelman, had made a mistake.  “I didn’t audition as a singer, so I was like, ‘Wait, what?’” she recalls with a laugh.  “I called Dan and said, ‘You want me to sing?’  And he said, ‘If you don’t feel comfortable, we can dub it,’ and I said, ‘No, no, I would love to try and for the character to have that piece of her story.’”  What Fogelman didn’t know when he wrote the episode was that Kate’s story mirrored Metz’s own.  Growing up in Japan, where her father was stationed, and Gainesville, Florida, Metz harbored dreams of being a singer after growing up with the sounds of 
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Motown and later influenced by Mariah, Whitney, Steve Perry, Ann and Nancy Wilson of Heart, as well as country singers Faith Hill, Alison Krauss, and Bonnie Raitt.  She also found peace singing hymns in church.  “Music was such a touchstone in my life,” Metz says.  “It was the way I could release my emotions, but also understand what other people were going through.”  It didn’t occur to Metz that singing was something she could do professionally.  “A couple of my friends were aspiring singers,” she says.  “They were talented, beautiful and all the things I thought you needed to be in order to actually become a popular singer.  And I was like, ‘Yeah, that's not going to happen.’  And it wasn’t as if my family had money for any extracurricular activities like voice lessons to cultivate the craft.  Being cast on This Is Us has been such a gift in my life for so many reasons, one being that it provided a space to discover why I was afraid to create my own music or pursue something that was this important to me in the first place.”  The show’s viewers may have known Metz had a phenomenal voice, but the rest of the world found out when Metz performed I’m Standing With You - from the soundtrack to the 2019 film Breakthrough (which Metz also starred in) - at the Oscars in February.  (Written by Diane Warren, it was nominated for “Best Original Song.”)  But country music fans already knew Metz could sing thanks to her performance of I’m Standing With You alongside Carrie Underwood, Lauren Alaina, Mickey Guyton, and Maddie & Tae at the ACM Awards in April 2019.  Impressed by her composure at the ACM’s and discovering Metz was writing and traveling to Nashville on her own dime for almost two years prior to the performance, Universal Music Group Nashville president Cindy Mabe (who suggested the women perform together) offered Metz a deal with EMI Records Nashville.  This April, the label released Metz’s debut single, Talking To God, which Metz loved on first listen because it was up-tempo but had a contemplative message.  “When I wake up or go to bed, I pray and think about the people who aren't in my life anymore,” she says.  “I always send them love and wish them well even if they've hurt me.  I just think that in the time of desperation and need, whether you’re religious or not, people talk to God because you're on your knees at that point, it’s the moment of surrender.  I think people can really relate to that.  I certainly do.”  Talking to God is the first single from Metz’s upcoming debut album, which she describes as having a “soul-country” feel.  “Organ and pedal steel guitar are two of my favorite instruments,” she says.  “The album is country with those rhythm and blues undertones.  You’ll hear the values of country music with some bounce and incredible musicianship thanks to the producers Jimmy Robbins (Kelsea Ballerini, RaeLynn) and Derek Wells (Maddie & Tae, Scotty McCreery), as well as a host of Nashville songwriters, including Nicolette Hayford (Ashley McBryde) with whom Metz cowrote several songs.  “I knew I wanted to tell stories through the songs and share my personal experiences,” Metz says.  “I thought, ‘If I'm going to make music, I want it to be as personal as possible.’  That's why I wanted to be a part of the process.  The writer’s room is one of the most magical places on earth.  That several strangers can go into a room and in four hours have a song that could change people's lives?  It is a moment in time to be revered.  Coming from the TV and film world, there are many drafts of a script and it can take years to get anything off the ground.  But with music, you can come out of an afternoon with a piece of art that simply didn’t exist just hours before,” Metz shares.  While writing 
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the album in both Los Angeles and Nashville, Metz has mined her life for subject matter, emerging with songs that are vulnerable, intimate, and deeply relatable. Metz’s pain is palpable on the break-up song Actress, where she encounters an ex with his new girlfriend, who asks how they know each other.  “He said I was just a friend,” she sings.  “Thank God I’m an actress, he don’t know what’s on my mind. And even though I’m laughing, I ain’t having a good time.”  “I do love writing sad songs,” Metz says with a chuckle.  “The whole point of sharing our stories is to grieve what’s lost, move through the pain and come out on the other side better for it. That’s what I gravitate toward in the artists I love.”  But Metz’s songs are hardly gloomy, they bend more toward inspirational uplift, even when touching on hard emotions.  Pretty Girl was inspired by the narrative that our intrinsic value comes from what we look like or present as.  “It can be daunting,” she admits.  “I do the comparing and despairing thing myself.  It’s about knowing on a soul level the hardships we go through and the way we move through our lives is what makes you beautiful, that is what holds true value.  It’s not about the external vehicles we're in, but who we are and how we treat each other.”  Feel Good finds Metz in the moment where she realized she was done living her life for other people and that it was time to put the focus on herself.  “I started to feel good when I allowed myself to do the things that I wanted to do like pursuing music.  I can't worry about what people are going to say, think, or do.  I've got to do what feels good to me.”  Through her honest songwriting, Metz not only gives herself permission to do what makes her happy, she invites her listeners to follow their hearts as well.  She wrote about her journey toward self-love and acceptance in her best-selling 2018 memoir This Is Me, sharing honestly about a childhood marked by poverty, as well as her father abandoning the family and her new stepfather subjecting her to repeated humiliations over her weight.  Metz found solace in music.  “I would sing and make tapes on my little boombox,” she says.  “Then when I was in middle school, I wanted to learn an instrument, but my mom couldn’t afford the monthly fee to rent one.  The only instrument left was a baritone, which is like if a tuba and a trumpet had a baby, I joined the choir.”  Though she dreamed of making music, she thought she might have more success as a comedic actor.  “I was class clown my senior year of high school,” she says.  “I was always cracking jokes.  That's the way I dealt with the sadness and longing in my life.  You laugh instead of cry.  So, I wanted to cheer people up because I wanted to be cheered up.  I wanted to be the female Jim Carrey.” She was still obsessed with music, but it took a backseat as she focused on assisting her then manager during “pilot season” in Los Angeles.  Metz had an agent but no auditions.  Per her manager’s suggestion she came to assist her agent, then became an agent herself.  “So even acting was put on hold for nine years,” she says.  “Music wasn't really supported or encouraged by the people in my life the way that I hoped in my heart it would.”  Then one year, Metz’s husband at the time gave her sessions with a vocal coach as a birthday gift.  “Her name was Dot,” Metz says.  “She was different.  She talked about how we sing from the inside out and that it's really about how we feel - that how we see the world is the way that we sing.  It was really beautiful.  I began to look at music as a way to express what I was feeling, because I had truly suppressed it all.”  Metz and her husband eventually divorced, and she began focusing on herself and what would make her happy.  That journey of self-
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discovery led her back into the arms of acting.  Music was a long shot she was still too afraid to take.  It would be years after when This Is Us and Kate Pearson came along.  “It’s funny how our stories are parallel,” Metz says of her character.  “As Kate is exploring music, I, as Chrissy, am like, ’Oh my gosh, I'm just as scared as Kate is, but I really want to do this.’  And much like her, she never felt encouraged or supported, I always felt like I was never good enough, just as Kate feels she will never measure up.”  Metz hopes that anyone who listens to her music will be inspired and feel less alone.  “I hope people feel that we are more alike than we are different and that we all have individual journeys that we are invited to learn and grow from.  For me, the more vulnerable I get, the more vulnerable people get with me.  So hopefully, it'll crack something open in anyone who is listening.”

Brian Stokes Mitchell

Dubbed “the last leading man” by The New York Times, Tony Award-winner Brian Stokes Mitchell has enjoyed a career that spans Broadway, television, film, and concert appearances with the country’s finest conductors and orchestras.  He received Tony, Drama Desk, and Outer Critics Circle awards for his star turn in Kiss Me, Kate.  He also gave Tony-nominated performances in Man of La Mancha, August Wilson’s King Hedley II, and Ragtime.  Other notable Broadway shows include Kiss of the Spider Woman, Jelly’s Last Jam, Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown and Shuffle Along.  In 2016 he was awarded his second Tony Award, the prestigious Isabelle Stevenson Tony for his Charitable work with The Actors Fund.  That same year Stokes was inducted into the Theatre Hall of Fame.  An extremely versatile and in-demand singer, Stokes has performed at venues spanning jazz, opera, pops, country, and musical theater worlds. He has worked with John Williams, Marvin Hamlisch, Gustavo Dudamel, Keith Lockhart, Michael Tilson Thomas, The Smithsonian Jazz Masterworks Big Band, The Mormon Tabernacle choir and the Muppets.  Stokes has made multiple appearances at Carnegie Hall beginning with his debut with the San Francisco Symphony through his televised performance in South Pacific opposite Reba McEntire to his sold-out solo concert, which he continues to perform throughout the U.S.  He has been invited twice to perform at the White House (both times aired on PBS’s Great Performances) and has performed multiple times for Presidents Clinton and Obama.  Stokes has delved deeply into various music disciplines.  In addition to singing he began piano studies at the age of 6.  A self-professed autodidact, his musical curiosity led him to teach himself composing, arranging and orchestration, starting in his teens.  He later studied, film scoring, orchestration, and conducting both privately and through UCLA and subsequently scored and conducted a number of Trapper John, MD episodes, a series on which he was also a regular cast member.  His musical talent has extended to the present day as producer, arranger and orchestrator on his three solo albums including his last recording, Simply Broadway and his upcoming recording Plays With Music, which is slated to be released this fall.  Stokes has appeared on more than 20 albums.  His extensive screen credits began with a guest starring role on Roots: The next 
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Generations, followed by a 7-year stint on Trapper John, MD and have continued with memorable appearances on everything from PBS’ Great Performances to The Fresh Prince, Frasier, Glee, Jumping the Broom and his most recent recurring roles on Madam Secretary, Mr. Robot, The Path, Billions and The Good Fight.  Other recent TV appearances include The Blacklist, Elementary, and Bull.  As a voice-over artist he has played dozens of characters on animated TV episodes including performing Through Heaven’s Eyes in  Dreamwork’s The Prince of Egypt.  As a writer Stokes has contributed to the book Hirschfeld’s Harlem, wrote the preface to At This Theatre, and co-authored the children’s book Lights on Broadway.  For fun he has been known to fly planes and jump out of them (usually not at the same time), and he can ride a bicycle on a high wire.  Stokes has enjoyed working with numerous charitable organizations from the March of Dimes to the USO.  He is on the board of Americans For the Arts and is serving his 14th term as Chairman of the Board of the Actors Fund.
Kelli O’Hara

Stage and screen star Kelli O’Hara has established herself as one of Broadway’s greatest leading ladies.  Her portrayal of Anna Leonowens in The King and I garnered her the 2015 Tony Award for Best Leading Actress in a Musical, along with Grammy, Drama League, Outer Critics, and Oliver nominations.  She reprised the role while making her West End debut, and performed a limited engagement at Tokyo’s Orb Theatre.  Kelli also received an Emmy nomination for her portrayal of Katie Bonner in the hit web series The Accidental Wolf.  Other film and television credits include the second season of Netflix’s 13 Reasons Why, All The Bright Places, Peter Pan Live!, Sex & The City 2, Martin Scorsese’s The Key to Reserva, Showtime’s Masters of Sex, CBS All Access’ The Good Fight, Blue Bloods, N3mbers, and the animated series Car Talk.  Other Broadway credits include Kiss Me Kate (Tony, Drama League, OCC nominations), The Bridges of Madison County (Tony, Drama Desk, Drama League, OCC nominations), Nice Work If You Can Get It (Tony, Drama Desk, Drama League, OCC nominations), South Pacific (Tony, Drama Desk, OCC nominations), The Pajama Game (Tony, Drama Desk, OCC nominations), The Light in the Piazza (Tony, Drama Desk nominations), Sweet Smell of Success, Follies, Dracula, and Jekyll & Hyde.  She was awarded the prestigious Drama League’s Distinguished Achievement in Musical Theatre Award in 2019.  In 2015, she made her Metropolitan Opera debut in Lehár’s The Merry Widow and returned as Despina in Mozart’s Così fan tutte.  Her concerts have gained international acclaim, spanning from Carnegie Hall to Tokyo. She is a frequent performer on PBS’s live telecasts, The Kennedy Center Honors and performs often alongside The New York Philharmonic.  Along with two Grammy nominations, her solo albums, Always and Wonder in the World, are available on Ghostlight Records.

Mandy Gonzalez

Mandy Gonzalez possesses one of the most powerful and versatile contemporary voices of our time.  Currently starring in the megahit Hamilton as Angelica Schuyler, 
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Mandy also originated and starred as Nina Rosario in the Tony Award-winning Broadway musical, In The Heights, for which she received a Drama Desk Award. Mandy also starred as Elphaba in the Broadway production of Wicked, blowing the roof off of New York’s Gershwin Theatre each night as she belted out the signature song, Defying Gravity.  Mandy also received an OBIE Award and overwhelming critical praise for her performance in the Off-Broadway production of Eli’s Comin’, directed by Diane Paulus, and based on the music and lyrics of singer-songwriter Laura Nyro.  Television viewers have the pleasure of seeing Mandy in the recurring role of Lucy Knox on the hit CBS drama, Madam Secretary.  Equally at home on the big and small screen, she has appeared in Across the Universe, directed by Julie Taymor, After, starring opposite Pablo Schreiber, and Man on a Ledge with Sam Worthington.  Mandy can also be heard as the voice of Mei in Disney’s Mulan 2.  A frequent concert soloist, Mandy has performed with symphony orchestras around the world and recently made her Carnegie Hall debut debut with the New York Pops. Mandy is a Warner Music artist and released her debut album, Fearless, which debuted at #13 on the iTunes pop charts.  In her quest to create positive change, Mandy is the proud founder of #FearlessSquad - a social media movement for inclusiveness and positivity.  #FearlessSquad connects millions of people around the world, encourages them to be their best selves and helps them empower each other.  Mandy is also an author - she recently published a widely-cited article in the Harvard Business Review on how to overcome one’s fear of public speaking and be more confident in communications and leadership.  

Jack Everly  

Jack Everly is the Principal Pops Conductor of the Indianapolis and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras, Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa).  He has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall and The Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom Music Center.  Maestro Everly will conduct over 90 performances in more than 20 North American cities this season.  Celebrating his 10th anniversary this year as Music Director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth on PBS, Maestro Everly proudly leads the National Symphony Orchestra in these patriotic celebrations on the Natinal Mall.  Mr. Everly is also the Music Director of the IPL Yuletide Celebration, now a 30 plus year tradition.  He led the ISO in its first Pops recording, Yuletide Celebration, Volume One, that included three of his own orchestrations.  Some of his other recordings include In The Presence featuring the Czech Philharmonic and Daniel Rodriguez, Sandi Patty’s Broadway Stories, the soundtrack to Disney's The Hunchback of Notre Dame and Everything's Coming Up Roses: The Complete Overtures Of Jule Styne.  Originally appointed by Mikhail Baryshnikov, Mr. Everly was conductor of the American Ballet Theatre for 14 years, where he served as Music Director.  In addition to his ABT tenure, he teamed with Marvin Hamlisch on Broadway shows that Mr. Hamlisch scored.  He conducted Carol Channing hundreds of times in Hello, Dolly! in two separate Broadway productions.  Maestro Everly, a graduate of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, holds an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from Franklin College in his home state of Indiana.  He is a proud resident of the 
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Indianapolis community and when not on the podium you can find Maestro Everly at home with his family.
The National Symphony Orchestra 
The 2019–2020 season marks the National Symphony Orchestra’s 89th, and Gianandrea Noseda’s third as its music director.  The Italian conductor serves as the Orchestra’s seventh music director, joining the NSO’s legacy of distinguished leaders.  Its artistic leadership also includes Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke and Artistic Advisor Ben Folds.  Founded in 1931, the Orchestra has always been committed to artistic excellence and music education.  In 1986, the National Symphony became an artistic affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, where it performs year-round.  The NSO’s community engagement projects are nationally recognized, including NSO In Your Neighborhood, an annual week of approximately 50 performances in schools, churches, community centers, and other unexpected venues; Notes of Honor, which offers free performances for active, veteran, prior service, and retired members of the military and their families; and Sound Health, a collaboration with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its affiliated organizations.  Career development opportunities for young musicians include the NSO Youth Fellowship Program and its tuition-free Summer Music Institute.  For more information, visit nationalsymphony.org. 

 

Michael Colbert
Michael Colbert is the Executive Producer of two of television’s longest-running and multi-award winning live programs that commemorate America’s freedom and independence at the U.S. Capitol.  A Capitol Fourth, America’s national Independence Day party, celebrates its 40th anniversary in 2020.  The National Memorial Day Concert, which marks its 31st annual broadcast this year, has become the nation’s premier tribute to our men and women in uniform, their families at home, and all those who have given their lives for our country.  Capital Concerts was founded by Michael’s father, Jerry Colbert, who passed away in January, 2017.   Michael Colbert, who managed the organization in partnership with his father for over 20 years, continues to direct Capital Concerts year-round.  He is the primary liaison with the over twenty government and non-governmental Washington agencies and organizations that contribute to the shows, and oversees the hundreds of television professionals who participate annually.  In addition to his annual work on these patriotic events, Colbert’s credits include major national television specials on CBS, Fox, PBS and Comedy Central in locations ranging from Washington, DC, New York and Los Angeles to Nashville.  He has also produced a wide range of major corporate events.

Paul Miller 

Three-time Emmy Award winning producer-director, Paul Miller returns for his 20th year as director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth television specials on PBS.  Miller’s additional credits include, The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special on CBS, The Country Music Awards, The Tony Awards, Saturday Night Live, Star Spangled Spectacular: A Celebration of the 
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200th Anniversary of our National Anthem, In Living Color and many specials and series for all the major broadcast and cable television networks.  He won a 2016, Emmy Award as Executive Producer of It’s Your 50th Christmas, Charlie Brown and won for directing the Tony Awards and the ABC News coverage of the Inauguration of President Barrack Obama.  He has also been nominated twice for the Directors Guild of America Award in the Musical/Variety category and won for directing the Tony Awards.   This year, Miller received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Caucus for Television Producers, Writers and Directors.  He is a partner in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainmentcompany that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime. 

Jon Macks
Jon Macks has written for Hollywood’s top television programs, including the most prestigious award shows, late night programs and television specials.  From 1992 through February 2014 he was a staff writer for the Tonight Show with Jay Leno.  Macks has written for the Academy Awards twenty-three times, writing the show and for hosts Billy Crystal, Steve Martin, Hugh Jackman, Whoopi Goldberg and Chris Rock.  He was also head writer for the 76th, 80th, 81st and 82nd and 90th through 92nd Annual Academy Awards.  Macks has written on twenty Emmy Awards, seven American Latino Media Awards, fourteen Academy of Country Music Awards and twelve Golden Globe Awards.  He’s been nominated for eight Emmy Awards for writing the Academy Awards, the Golden Globes and for writing and producing the Betty White 90th Birthday Special.  In 2006, he received a Writers Guild Award nomination for his work on the 59th Annual Tony Awards and in 2014 he won the Writers Guild award for his work on the Golden Globes.  He was also a creator and consulting producer for the HBO series K Street and is executive producer and writer of the Universal movie Little Leaguers.  His television credits include ABC’s 50th Anniversary Special, Hollywood Squares, CBS’s 75th Anniversary Special and the Tony Awards.  He also serves as co-producer of the National Memorial Day Concert.  This is Macks’s sixteenth time writing for A Capitol Fourth.
Barr Weissman 

Barr Weissman has produced and edited the documentary segments for the National Memorial Day Concert since 1998.  Mr. Weissman edited and helped produce several independent documentaries; including the Academy Award winning film, The Stonecarvers and Mr. Justice Brennan.  He has directed and edited biographical films for the Kennedy Center Honors for CBS (including films on The Who, Mel Brooks, Bruce Springsteen and Tom Hanks).  In addition, he has produced and edited documentaries for the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, NBC, PBS, and others.  His work has been recognized by the Emmy’s, received awards at film festivals worldwide, and screened at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  Weissman’s most recent film, The Secret To A Happy Ending has screened at film festivals and theaters world-wide and received 4 stars from Rolling Stone.  In 2016, Mr. Weissman produced and edited 10 films for the Musical Crossroads gallery at the new Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.  A native Washingtonian, Mr. Weissman produced and independently distributed two 
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critically acclaimed documentaries about the city - Home: The Langston Terrace Dwellings and A View From The Street: The Art Of Lily Spandorf.  In 2020 he premiered Go Grassfed for Future Harvest about the virtues of sustainable agricultural practices for humans and the health of the planet. 
# # #

