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Vanessa Williams  
Vanessa Williams is one of the most respected and multi-faceted performers in the entertainment industry today.  Having sold millions of records worldwide, Vanessa has also achieved numerous #1 and Top 10 hits on various Billboard Album and Singles charts: Pop, Dance, R&B, Adult Contemporary, Holiday, Latin, Gospel and Jazz.  Her critically acclaimed work in film, television, recordings and the Broadway stage has been recognized by every major industry award affiliate including 4 Emmy nominations, 11 Grammy nominations, a Tony nomination, 3 SAG award nominations, 7 NAACP Image Awards and 3 Satellite Awards. Her platinum single Colors of the Wind, from Disney’s Pocahontas, won the Oscar, Grammy and Golden Globe for Best Original Song.  A graduate of Syracuse University, Vanessa is a strong advocate for equal rights, especially concerning the gay community and minorities. She was honored with the Human Rights Campaign Ally for Equality Award for her humanitarian contributions. Vanessa also achieved a career pinnacle with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2007.  Bubble Kisses, Vanessa’s first picture book for children, released in 2020, tells the story of a young girl with the ability to transform into a mermaid.  This effervescent, lively tale is based on a song which is also available with the book and as a download.  Her autobiography, You Have No Idea, co-written with her mother Helen Williams, was a New York Times Best Seller in 2012.  Vanessa’s recent Broadway credits include co-starring with Cicely Tyson in The Trip to Bountiful, (the #1 play of the 2013 season), After Midnight (2014), and a special limited engagement in Hey, Look Me Over at New York City Center in 2018.  Vanessa is the mother of four - Melanie, Jillian, Devin and Sasha.  Her charitable endeavors are many and varied, embracing and supporting such organizations as Black Theatre United, Special Olympics, Broadway Cares-Equity Fights AIDS and several others.  Vanessa is one of the world’s most accomplished concert artists, appearing regularly with the most prestigious symphony orchestras in the world, most recently with the National Symphony Orchestra at The Kennedy Center.
Jimmy Buffett

Singer/songwriter/author Jimmy Buffett has become a legend of popular culture as the composer of such classic songs as Margaritaville, Come Monday and Cheeseburger In Paradise.  He has recorded over fifty albums, most of which have gone gold, platinum or multi-platinum.  His sold-out concert tours are an annual rite of summer for his legions of fans, affectionately known as Parrot Heads, many of whom are professionals by day and who dress in spectacular and outrageous tropical outfits and headwear when Jimmy comes to town.  Born in the Gulf Coast town of Pascagoula, Mississippi, he was raised in Mobile, Alabama.  He is a fourth-generation sailor and fisherman, a pilot, a surfer, and a frequent traveler to remote and exotic places of the world, having become addicted to National Geographic magazine as a child. The lyrics to many of his songs are influenced by his travels all over the globe.  As a best-selling author, he is one of only nine authors in the history of the New York Times Bestseller List to have reached #1 on both their fiction and non-fiction lists.  Jimmy has received two Grammy nominations, numerous Country Music Association awards and was the recipient of one of the nation's highest songwriting honors when he was inducted into the Nashville Songwriters Hall Of Fame.  On September 17, 2020, Jimmy was inducted into the Mississippi Songwriters Hall Of Fame.  “It’s a long way from the 
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Pascagoula run, and my early days growing up in Mississippi certainly had an impact on the way I wrote songs and what I wrote about,” said Jimmy.  “So, thank you Mississippi for that.”  Jimmy headed back into the theatre world.  The long-awaited Margaritaville musical, Escape to Margaritaville, had its world premiere in La Jolla, California, and made pre-Broadway stops in New Orleans, Houston and Chicago.  It opened on Broadway in New York at the Marquis Theatre on March 15, 2018.  The original Broadway cast recording of the musical was released, and the musical went on the road in October, 2019.  Two milestones are the 40th anniversary of the 1977 album Changes In Latitudes, Changes In Attitudes, which featured the debut of Margaritaville, and Son Of A Son Of A Sailor, released in 1978, marking the record's 40th anniversary.  Speaking of Buffett classics, the most famous of them all, Margaritaville has been inducted into the 2016 Grammy Hall of Fame for its cultural and historic significance.  Only those recordings that have influenced and inspired both music creators and fans for generations are considered for this most special honor.
Cynthia Erivo

Cynthia Erivo is a Grammy, Emmy and Tony Award-winning actress, singer and producer, as well as an Academy Award, Golden Globe, and SAG nominee.  Erivo burst onto West End and Broadway stages in The Color Purple and has since taken the world by storm.  Erivo can now be seen as Aretha Franklin in National Geographic’s Emmy-winning global anthology series Genius: Aretha.  This season is the first-ever, definitive, and only authorized scripted limited series on the life of the universally acclaimed Queen of Soul.  The series premiered on National Geographic on March 21.  In addition to her illustrious acting career, Erivo is a Grammy-nominated songwriter and performer, often headlining sold-out shows, symphonies, and music spaces including the Kennedy Center Honors, the 2020 Academy Awards, the 2017 Governor’s Ball and the 2017 Grammy Awards.  Erivo will release her debut album, Ch. 1 Vs. 1, with Verve/Universal Music Group in September.  In February 2021, Erivo announced that she will be releasing a children’s book titled, Remember to Dream, Ebere on September 28.  The book follows a young girl named Ebere whose mother encourages her to dream as big as possible.  Erivo wrote the book as an ode to a child’s imagination, a parent’s love and the big dreams shared by both.  Erivo recently wrapped production on Disney’s live-action retelling of Pinocchio.  Directed by Robert Zemeckis, Erivo will take on the iconic role of the Blue Fairy.  Erivo is also slated to star in Apple’s Roar, an anthology series of darkly comic feminist fables.  It was also announced that she will produce and star in a biopic about Sara Forbes Bonnetta, a 19th-century Nigerian princess who was "gifted" to Queen Victoria after being liberated from slavery.  In August 2020, Erivo launched her production company, Edith’s Daughter, and announced her first-look deal with MRC Television & Civic Center Media.  Edith’s Daughter focuses on projects that express the beauty in the stories and people who are often overlooked and underrepresented.  Erivo named Solome Williams as Vice President of the company.  Erivo recently starred in the HBO series The Outsider, which premiered on January 12, 2020.  The series is based on the Stephen King novel of the same name.  The series follows an unorthodox investigator and a seasoned cop investigating a gruesome murder of a local boy.  In 2019, Erivo starred in Kasi Lemmons’ Harriet, where she brought the legacy of Harriet Tubman to the big screen.  Focus Features released the film in theaters on November 1, 2019, and Erivo's performance was met with critical acclaim. Additionally, Erivo lent her voice to the movie’s title song, Stand Up, for which she co-wrote. Stand Up won “Best Original Song” at the Hollywood Music in Media Awards.  Both Cynthia and Stand Up were nominated for two Academy Awards as well as two Golden Globe Awards in the categories of “Best Actress in a Motion Picture - Drama” and “Best Original Song” respectively. Additionally, Stand Up received a nomination for a Grammy Award in the 
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category of “Best Song Written for Visual Media.”  The film also garnered ten NAACP nominations as well as AAFCA and Society of Composers & Lyricists Award wins.
Gladys Knight
The great ones endure, and Gladys Knight has long been one of the greatest.  Very few singers over the last fifty years have matched her unassailable artistry.  This seven-time Grammy winner has enjoyed #1 hits in Pop, Gospel, R&B and Adult Contemporary, and has triumphed in film, television and live performance.  In her first effort since 2013’s Another Journey – Knight’s 8th solo effort – this summer marked the release of Where My Heart Belongs, a new inspiration gospel album.  Knight is a two-time Grammy winner in the gospel category, and Where My Heart Belongs dropped on September 9th from Deseret Book, and recently won an NAACP Image Award for “Outstanding Gospel Album.”  Another Journey enjoyed success from the hit I Who Have Nothing as well as the up-tempo track Settle, produced by Randy Jackson, with whom she previously collaborated with on her Grammy-winning album, At Last.  Knight also enjoyed the success of her song You and I Ain’t Nothin’ No More which appeared over the end credits of the critically-acclaimed Lee Daniels film The Butler.  Last month, Knight returned to the small screen in the Lifetime original movie “Seasons of Love.”  In the story about two lovers as they journey through life, love and family, Knight stars alongside Oscar-nominee Taraji P. Henson and fellow Grammy winner Cliff “Method Man” Smith.  In the New Year she will guest on Lee Daniels and FOX TV’s new series Empire opposite Terrence Howard and Taraji P. Henson.  Also on the small screen, Knight recently shared her musical expertise on the second season of Centric’s original series Apollo Live.  Joining judges Doug E. Fresh and Michael Bivins, the legendary songstress gave guidance to contestants as they took the stage with the hope to jumpstart their career in the entertainment industry.  No stranger to performing and light choreography over the course of her career, Knight raised the stakes when she put on her dancing shoes in the spring of 2012.  She joined the cast of ABC’s hit reality competition Dancing with the Stars for season 14, partnering with Tristan MacManus.  The year of 2011 was a year of much recognition as Knight was both honoring and being honored, first at a Michael Jackson tribute concert, and then at the 2011 Soul Train Awards.  At the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales, Knight joined such performers as Jennifer Hudson, Beyonce, and Smokey Robinson in a tribute to the legendary King of Pop in a concert event called Michael Forever.  Following that, Knight was honored with a “Legend Award” alongside fellow recipients Earth, Wind & Fire on the BET broadcast of the 3rd annual Soul Train Awards, hosted by Cedric the Entertainer.  Knight, known as the “Empress of Soul,” a longtime Las Vegas resident, returned to the Strip in the late-2000s to the famed Tropicana Hotel for a special engagement that ran in the newly named Gladys Knight Theater, making her the first African-American performer to have a venue named after her in Las Vegas.  This followed a successful four-year show run at The Flamingo, which the Las Vegas Review-Journal praised as “the number-one show on the Strip.”  A tireless humanitarian, Knight is an iconic supporter of the Boys & Girls Club of America, to which she donated a Randy Jackson produced song, The Dream.  As the celebrated singer of the timeless song Midnight Train to Georgia, Knight was a natural fit as national spokesperson and host of Amtrak’s National Train Day, the celebration of which took place Washington, DC’s famed Union Station.  In February 2011, Knight reunited with Elton John, Dionne Warwick, and Stevie Wonder for the first time in 25 years to perform their Grammy-winning song, That’s What Friends Are For at an AIDS research benefit at the downtown Cipriani in New York.  Adored the world over, Knight then toured across the UK, performing at packed arenas that included a sold-out performance at Wembley Stadium.  Knight fans enjoyed Before Me – Knight’s last big commercial effort – which paid homage to the great legends of song – Ella, Duke, Billie, Lena 
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– as well as the many artists who served as Knight’s friends, mentors, colleagues and inspiration throughout her career.  Knight’s second collaboration with the Saints Unified Voices gospel choir, A Christmas Celebration, was an album of holiday classics.  Coming off of a “Best Gospel/Choir Album” Grammy win with their debut album One Voice, Knight again directed the 100-member multi-cultural choir she formed, injecting their unique flavor and definitive soul into such Christmas staples as Silent Night, White Christmas, and a medley of Winter Wonderland/Jingle Bells among others.  Adding to her already impressive collection, Knight won another Grammy for her duet with the late Ray Charles on his posthumous album Genius Loves Company (2005).  The duo won for Best Gospel Performance for their duet Heaven Help Us All.  Knight’s solo album At Last also won a Grammy for Best Traditional R&B Vocal Album in 2002 and featured a duet with Jamie Foxx, I Wanna Be Loved.  During the televised opening ceremonies kicking off the 2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City, Knight performed This is Our Time (which she co-wrote with husband William McDowell), which was featured on a commemorative Olympic album.  A tireless performer who still wows audiences around the country and the world, Knight also finds the time to make forays into film and television.  Her version of I Hope You Dance played during the end credits of Tyler Perry’s The Family That Preys Together, and she appeared in his film I Can Do Bad All By Myself (which featured her song The Need to Be).  She also starred in the holiday-themed Holidaze, her first animated project to which she also contributed a track, Unbeatable Harold, and the Harrison Ford film Hollywood Homicide.  On the small screen, Knight did a cameo on the Emmy-winning NBC hit comedy 30 Rock, and also appeared in NBC’s Las Vegas, former CBS hit JAG, and former FOX talent competitions American Juniors and Duets.  She also starred as Jamie Foxx’s mother on The Jamie Foxx Show.  Knight has appeared as a guest judge on FOX’s smash hit American Idol, and has performed in the show’s always star-studded finale. In season two of Idol, Knight famously dubbed eventual winner Ruben Studdard the ‘Velvet Teddy Bear” while she sat in the guest judge’s chair.  Georgia-born, Knight began performing gospel music at age four in the Mount Mariah Baptist Church and sang as a guest soloist with the Morris Brown College Choir.  Three years later, she won the grand prize on television’s Ted Mack’s Amateur Hour, and the following year, her mother Elizabeth Knight created the group consisting of Gladys, her brother Bubba, her sister Brenda and her cousins William and Elenor Guest.  They called themselves The Pips in honor of their cousin/manager, James Pip Woods.  In 1959, Brenda and Elenor left the group, replaced by cousin Edward Patten and friend Langston George.  The group was renamed Gladys Knight & The Pips, and following George’s departure in 1962, the classic line-up was in place.  The group debuted their first album in 1960, when Knight was just sixteen.  With Knight singing lead and The Pips providing lush harmonies and graceful choreography, the group went on to achieve icon status, having recorded some of the most memorable songs of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s.  Top 20 hits, like Every Beat of My Heart, Letter Full of Tears, I Heard it Through the Grapevine and If I Were Your Woman, set the stage for an amazing run in the mid-1970s, with Top 10 gold-certified singles like Neither One of Us (Wants to be the First to Say Goodbye), I’ve Got to Use My Imagination, Best Thing to Ever Happen to Me and the #1 smash Midnight Train to Georgia established Gladys Knight and The Pips as the premiere pop/R&B vocal ensemble in the world.  The party kept rolling with hits like On and On from the Academy Award nominated soundtrack of Curtis Mayfield’s Claudine, the 1974 comedy about love in the inner city.  Knight enjoyed another #1 hit in 1985 when she teamed with Stevie Wonder, Elton John and Dionne Warwick on That’s What Friends are For.  She and Stevie Wonder sang together again for the successful Frank Sinatra Duets II album, joining his voice for the song For Once in My Life in 1994.  All told, Knight has recorded more than 38 albums over the years, including four solo albums during the past decade: Good Woman (1991); Just for You (1994); the inspirational Many 
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Different Roads (1999); and At Last (2001).  At Last showed the world that she still has what it takes to record a hit album, employing the talents of contemporary producers like Randy Jackson, Gary Brown and James D.C. Williams III, Jon John, Jamey Jaz, Keith Thomas, Tom Dowd and Tiger Roberts.  Her involvement in other creative undertakings, business ventures and humanitarian activities has been extensive, and has brought her honors from industry and community alike.  In 1986, she produced and starred in the Cable Ace Award-winning Sisters in the Name of Love, an HBO special co-starring Dionne Warwick and Patti LaBelle.  That same year, she showcased her acting ability when she co-starred with Flip Wilson in the CBS comedy Charlie & Co.  Other acting roles followed on such TV shows as Benson, The Jefferson’s and New York Undercover, and in such television films as Pipe Dreams, An Enemy Among Us and Desperado.  She recorded the title theme for the James Bond movie License to Kill (1989).  In 1999, she completed a starring run on Broadway in the smash musical hit Smokey Joe’s Café.  In 1995, Knight earned her star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and the next year, Gladys Knight & The Pips were inducted into the Rock ‘N’ Roll Hall of Fame.  Knight published an autobiography, Between Each Line of Pain and Glory (a line taken from her million selling recording Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me), in 1997, and the next year, she and The Pips were presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Rhythm & Blues Hall of Fame.  In 2004, Knight received the “Lifetime Achievement Award” at the annual BET Awards ceremony.  A humanitarian and philanthropist, Knight has devoted to various worthy causes, including the American Diabetes Association – for which she is a national spokesperson, the American Cancer Society, the Minority AIDS Project, amFAR and Crisis Intervention, and The Boys and Girls Club.  She has been honored by numerous organizations as well, including the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), B’Nai Brith, and is a recent recipient of BET’s Lifetime Achievement Award.  Today, Knight and husband William, along with various other members of the family, oversee her busy career from the Las Vegas headquarters of Shakeji, Inc., her personal entertainment corporation.  She is a wife, mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, performer, restaurateur, and businesswoman with a spiritual outlook on her life. Her faith in God has been the driving force behind all of Knight’s endeavors, guiding her through her many successes. 

Jennifer Nettles

Jennifer Nettles is a superstar entertainer on multiple platforms who most recently appeared as a judge on TBS’ mega-hit competition series, Go-Big Show.  Nettles portrayed Aimee-Leigh Gemstone on HBO’s hit series The Righteous Gemstones and delivered a powerful and provocative performance in Focus Features’ Harriet Tubman biopic.  In 2019, Jennifer released an EP titled I Can Do Hard Things. Previously, she released two solo albums titled Playing with Fire and To Celebrate Christmas, as well as a Sugarland album named Bigger.  Sugarland’s song Stay was a platinum No. 1 hit which earned two Grammy Awards for Best Country Song and Best Country Performance by a Duo or Group, and Jennifer earned another Grammy for her collaboration with Bon Jovi on Who Says You Can't Go Home.  Her other achievements in music include five ASCAP awards, three ACM Awards, a CMA Award, the Human Rights Campaign’s Ally for Equality Award and the Artist Impact Award from Lincoln Center.  Jennifer made her Broadway debut in 2015 as Roxy Hart in the Tony Award-winning, record-breaking musical Chicago and starred as Donna in the Hollywood Bowl’s summer production of Mamma Mia!.  She is also currently developing a musical about 17th Century Crusading Poisoner Giulia Tofana.
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Alan Jackson
A member of the Country Music Hall of Fame and an inductee to the Songwriters Hall of Fame, Alan Jackson’s membership among music’s all-time greats is part of a long line of career-defining accolades that include three CMA Entertainer of the Year honors, 30 years of membership in the Grand Ole Opry, a Billboard ranking as one of the Top 10 Country Artists of All-Time, induction to the Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame, and the Heritage Award as the most-performed country songwriter-artist of ASCAP’s first 100 years.  The man from rural Newnan, GA has sold nearly 60-million albums worldwide, ranks as one of the 10 best-selling male vocalists of all-time (rock, pop and country). He has released more than 60 singles – registering 50 Top Ten hits and 35 #1s (including 26 Billboard chart-toppers).  He has earned more than 150 major music industry awards – including 19 Academy of Country Music Awards, 16 Country Music Association Awards, a pair of Grammys and ASCAP’s Founders and Golden Note Awards.  Jackson – one of the most successful and respected singer-songwriters in music – releases his latest album, Where Have You Gone, May 14.  The 21-track collection features 15 songs penned solely by the music icon.  He’s also the man behind one of Nashville’s most-popular tourist stops, AJ’s Good Time Bar, a four-story honky-tonk in the heart of downtown featuring daily live music and a rooftop view of Music City.

Pentatonix

Three-time Grammy Award-winning and multi-platinum-selling artist Pentatonix has sold more than 10 million albums worldwide and performed for hundreds of thousands of fans at their sold out shows across the globe.  Their YouTube channel boasts over 19 million subscribers, yielding more than 5.2 billion video views.  Pentatonix has had two #1 albums on Billboard’s Top 200 Chart - 2015’s gold-certified self-titled album and the 2x platinum That’s Christmas To Me.  The group has received multiple RIAA certifications for multi-platinum, platinum and gold-selling albums and singles, a Daytime Emmy nomination, starred in three holiday specials on NBC and appeared in the feature film Pitch Perfect 2.  The quintet celebrated the end of 2020 with a new holiday collection, We Need A Little Christmas, a performance at Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and NBC’s New Year’s Eve broadcast.  This past February, they released their second original full-length album, The Lucky Ones, which features 11 brand new original tracks including Coffee In Bed, Love Me When I Don’t, Happy Now and more.  In support of the album, Pentatonix performed on TODAY, Jimmy Kimmel Live!, The Late Late Show With James Corden and The Kelly Clarkson Show.  Most recently, the group released a video for their 90s Dance Medley - a journey through 17 of the decade’s biggest dance hits - and performed at The Kennedy Center Honors, honoring the legendary Dick Van Dyke. 
Mickey Guyton  

Mickey Guyton was born in Arlington, Texas and began singing in church at a young age.  She was drawn to a variety of artists with big voices including Dolly Parton, Cece Winans, Whitney Houston and LeAnn Rimes.  After signing to Capitol Records Nashville, Mickey’s first appearance was an all-star concert at the White House captured by PBS.  In 2015 she released her self-titled EP featuring her debut single Better Than You Left Me.  The following year she was nominated for her first Academy of Country Music Award for New Female Vocalist. Mickey returned to the ACM Awards in 2019 performing I’m Standing With You from the Breakthrough movie soundtrack alongside Chrissy Metz, Carrie Underwood, Lauren Alaina and Maddie & Tae.  This last year, Mickey performed her first solo ACM Awards performance of What Are You Gonna Tell Her? with labelmate Keith Urban’s accompaniment on piano.  The performance, which HITS called “…a Whitney 
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Houston/Beyoncé power-vocal rendition of the glass-ceiling reckoning…” was named one of the best performances of the night.  Mickey released her EP, Bridges, last September, which includes What Are You Gonna Tell Her?, hailed by Variety as “country music’s song of the year,” as well as, Black Like Me, a song Mickey co-wrote in March 2019 at a cross-genre writing camp.  Due to demand, Black Like Me was released in June 2020 and was named one of the Top 10 songs of 2020 by NPR, Billboard and The Associated Press.  Mickey recently made history as the first Black female solo artist to earn a Grammy nomination in a country category (Best Country Solo Performance) for Black Like Me which she performed as part of the awards ceremony.  In addition, Mickey just served as a co-host along with Keith Urban for the 56th Academy of Country Music Awards.  Mickey and her music have been featured recently by The New York Times, CBS This Morning, NPR, Today, Billboard, The Los Angeles Times, Entertainment Weekly, ELLE, The Washington Post, Paste, Rolling Stone, The Wall Street Journal, American Songwriter and Pollstar.

Ali Stroker 
Ali Stroker won the 2019 Tony Award for Best Featured Actress in a Musical for her role as ‘Ado Annie’ in Rodgers and Hammerstein's Oklahoma!  She most recently starred in the Lifetime holiday film, Christmas Ever After.  Ali made history as the first actor in a wheelchair to appear on Broadway in Deaf West’s acclaimed 2015 revival of Spring Awakening.  She starred in 12 episodes of The Glee Project, winning a guest role on Fox’s Glee.  She recurred in the ABC series, Ten Days in the Valley and guest starred on CBS' Blue Bloods, Freeform's The Bold Type, Fox’s Lethal Weapon, CBS’ Instinct, The CW's Charmed and Comedy Central's Drunk History.  She’s performed her cabaret act at Green Room 42 and solo’ed at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, New York’s Town Hall, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts and Carnegie Hall.  Her mission to improve the lives of others through the arts, disabled or not, is captured in her motto: “Turning Your Limitations Into Your Opportunities.” She also released her first middle-grade novel called The Chance To Fly on April 13th, 2021 which tells the story of a theater-loving girl who uses a wheelchair for mobility and her quest to defy expectations - and gravity. 
Jimmie Allen
Signed to BBR Music Group’s Stoney Creek Records, multi-platinum recording artist and songwriter Jimmie Allen has been blazing trails since the beginning of his breakout career.  He made history as the first Black artist to launch a career with two consecutive No. 1 hits off his 2018 debut album Mercury Lane (which The New York Times dubbed as one of 2018’s strongest) – the first being his debut single Best Shot, which claimed the No. 1 spot on Country radio for three weeks, and second being Make Me Want To.  In July 2020, Allen released his star-studded collaboration project Bettie James that has since garnered 155+ million streams and a slew of critical acclaim for the music, the historic nature of various collaborations, and its subsequent place in country music history.  Named for his late grandmother, Bettie Snead, and late father, James Allen, Bettie James has been hailed as an “announcement of [Allen’s] arrival” and a “huge step for country” (NPR), and “a powerful statement from a developing voice” (Billboard).  On June 25, 2021, Allen will release the project’s follow up album Bettie James Gold Edition.  Doubling down on Allen’s expansive love for music across genres, the album includes nine brand new songs featuring Babyface, Breland, Keith Urban, LANCO, Lathan Warlick, Lindsay Ell, Little Big Town, LOCASH, Monica, Neon Union, Pitbull, teamwork and Vikina, in addition to the previous collaborations on Bettie James with Brad Paisley, Charley Pride, Darius Rucker, Mickey Guyton, Nelly, Noah Cyrus, The Oak Ridge Boys, Rita Wilson, Tauren Wells and Tim McGraw.  The reigning 2021 
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ACM New Male Artist of the Year and 2020 CMA New Artist of the Year nominee has amassed more than 850 million on-demand streams and performed on The Kennedy Center Honors, Dick Clark’s Rockin’ New Year’s Eve, Jimmy Kimmel Live!, Good Morning America, TODAY, American Idol, Tamron Hall Show, The Steve Harvey Show, ACM Awards, CMA Awards, CMT Music Awards, and more.  His current single Freedom Was A Highway with superstar Brad Paisley is climbing through the Top 30 on Country radio as he is set to join Paisley’s headline Tour 2021 as special guest this summer. Additionally, he will headline his inaugural Bettie James Fest on August 7 in his hometown of Milton, DE.  On July 13, Allen will publish his debut picture book, My Voice Is a Trumpet – a powerful story about speaking up for what you believe in, at any age – with Flamingo Books, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers. For more information on Allen, visit www.jimmieallenmusic.com or follow him on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook.

Train

Train is a multi-Grammy and Billboard award-winning band from San Francisco that has had 14 songs on Billboard’s Hot 100 list since the release of their debut self-titled album.  Train's climb to the top began in 1994, as the original 5-member band tenaciously built a loyal hometown following, leading up to their debut album, released by Columbia in 1998.  The tumbling wordplay of Meet Virginia gave them their first unlikely radio hit and 2001’s Drops of Jupiter broke them to multi-platinum status thanks to the double-Grammy Award-winning title song that spent 10 months in the Top 40, has been certified 6x platinum in the US, and earned the 2001 Grammy Award for Best Rock Song.  The group won another Grammy Award in 2011 for their global hit Hey, Soul Sister from their multi-platinum album Save Me, San Francisco.  Hey, Soul Sister was the No.1 best-selling smash and most downloaded single of 2010 and achieved RIAA Diamond status.  Train has sold more than 10 million albums and 30 million tracks worldwide, with multiple platinum/gold citations, including three Grammy Awards, two Billboard Music Awards and dozens of other honors.  They’ve had 12 albums on the Billboard 200 albums chart with their 2014 Bulletproof Picasso reaching No. 4 in 2012 and 2017’s a girl a bottle a boat debuting at No. 8.  Play That Song, the lead single from a girl a bottle a boat, went platinum in four countries including the U.S., hit Top 5 on the US iTunes chart, Top 10 at Hot AC radio, and charted at Adult Top 40.  Train frontman, Pat Monahan, partakes in other ventures outside of music, including his award-winning wine portfolio, Save Me, San Francisco Wine Co, which was created in 2011 and has sold over 10 million bottles and won over 100 medals.  Proceeds from his wine business support Family House, a San Francisco charity that supports families of children with cancer and other life-threatening illnesses.  
Laura Osnes
Tony-nominee Laura Osnes recently starred in Hallmark’s original new Holiday film, One Royal Holiday.  She also appeared in Hallmark’s 2019 film, In the Key of Love.  She is best known for her role in Broadway’s Bandstand as Julia Trojan for which she earned both a Drama League and Drama Desk Award nomination.  Prior to this role, she starred as the title role in Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella (Drama Desk Award; Tony, Outer Critics Circle, Drama League and Astaire Award nominations). She was also seen in Bonnie and Clyde (Tony Award nomination), creating the role at Asolo Repertory Theatre and La Jolla Playhouse (San Diego Theatre Critics Circle Award).  She appeared as Hope Harcourt in the Tony Award winning revival of Anything Goes (Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle, and Astaire Award nominations) and Nellie Forbush in Lincoln Center Theater’s production of South Pacific, and made her Broadway debut as Sandy in the most recent revival of Grease.  Other New York/regional credits include The Threepenny Opera (Drama Desk Award nomination) 
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at the Atlantic Theater Company; City Center Encores! productions of The Band Wagon, Randy Newman's Faust, and Pipe Dream; The Sound of Music in concert at Carnegie Hall; Carousel opposite Steven Pasquale at the Lyric Opera of Chicago.  On television, she has been seen on the CBS series “Elementary”, in the HBO pilot “The Miraculous Year”, Sondheim: The Birthday Concert at Avery Fisher Hall, HBO's documentary Six By Sondheim, and the Kennedy Center Honors salutes to Barbara Cook (2011) and Dustin Hoffman (2012). Her many concerts and cabarets include performing with Michael Feinstein, the New York Philharmonic, The New York Pops, The Mormon Tabernacle Choir, The Boston Pops, and the Pasadena Pops, as well as appearing in such venues as Carnegie Hall, The Café Carlyle, 54 Below, Lincoln Center, NJPAC, The Smith Center in Las Vegas, and MN Orchestra Hall.  In addition to being heard on several cast recordings, Laura has two solo albums, Dream A Little Dream: Live at The Café Carlyle and If I Tell You: The Songs of Maury Yeston.
Auli’i Cravalho

An actor and singer, Cravalho was only 14 years old when she was discovered and cast as the lead in Walt Disney Animation Studios’ worldwide hit film, the Academy Award-nominated Moana.  Now 20, Cravalho has traveled the world promoting Moana and, in what would be a career highlight for the most seasoned of performers, flawlessly sang the Oscar-nominated song How Far I’ll Go live on the Academy Awards.  She recently starred as Ariel in ABC’s acclaimed television production of The Little Mermaid Live and led Netflix’s feature film All Together Now directed by Brett Haley.  Next, Cravalho will be seen in Amazon’s upcoming drama series The Power opposite Leslie Mann.
Renée Fleming
Renée Fleming is one of the most highly acclaimed singers of our time, performing on the stages of the world’s greatest opera houses and concert halls.  Honored with four Grammy awards and the US National Medal of Arts, Renée has sung for momentous occasions from the Nobel Peace Prize ceremony to the Diamond Jubilee Concert for Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham Palace.  On January 20, Renée sang at the private Mass attended by President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris prior to their inauguration.  In 2008 Renée was the first woman in the 125-year history of the Metropolitan Opera to solo headline an opening night gala.  Known for bringing new audiences to classical music and opera, Renée has starred in and hosted an array of television and radio broadcasts, including The Met: Live in HD and Live from Lincoln Center.  Her voice is featured on the soundtracks of Best Picture Oscar winners The Shape of Water and The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King.  This seventeen-time Grammy nominated artist has recorded everything from complete operas and song recitals to jazz and indie rock.  In May, Renée launched Music and Mind LIVE, a weekly online interview show exploring the intersection of music and arts with human health and the brain.  In 19 episodes, the show amassed more than 650,000 views, from 70 countries.  Renée was inspired to launch the series by the Sound Health initiative she leads as Artistic Advisor to the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, in partnership with the NIH and the NEA.  She has given presentations with scientists and practitioners on the connection of arts and health around the world.  In addition to her work with the Kennedy Center, Renée leads SongStudio at Carnegie Hall, an intensive program for young singers and pianists dedicated to the art of the song.  She is Co-Director of the Aspen Opera Center and VocalArts at the Aspen Music Festival.  In 2019, Renée appeared opposite Ben Whishaw in Norma Jean Baker of Troy to open The Shed in New York 
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City.  Later that year, she performed world premieres by André Previn and Kevin Puts at Tanglewood, and the London premiere of The Light in the Piazza, bringing the acclaimed production to Los Angeles and Chicago in the autumn.  Renée earned a Tony Award nomination for her performance in the 2018 Broadway production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Carousel.  Renée’s book, The Inner Voice, was published by Viking Penguin in 2004, and is now in its sixteenth printing.  It is also published in France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Japan, Poland, Russia, and China.  Renée’s other awards include the Fulbright Lifetime Achievement Medal, the Peabody Medal, Germany’s Cross of the Order of Merit, Sweden’s Polar Music Prize, France’s Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur, and honorary doctorates from Yale, Northwestern, Harvard, Duke, and Carnegie Mellon Universities, and the University of Pennsylvania, the Eastman School of Music, and The Juilliard School.  www.reneefleming.com

Jack Everly    
Jack Everly is the Principal Pops Conductor of the Indianapolis and Baltimore Symphony Orchestras, Naples Philharmonic Orchestra and the National Arts Centre Orchestra (Ottawa).  He has conducted the Los Angeles Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall, the San Francisco Symphony and numerous appearances with The Cleveland Orchestra at Blossom Music Center. Maestro Everly will conduct over 90 performances in more than 22 North American cities this season.  Celebrating his 10th anniversary as Music Director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth on PBS, Maestro Everly proudly leads the National Symphony Orchestra in these patriotic celebrations on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol attracting hundreds of thousands of attendees and reaching millions of viewers annually.  Originally appointed by Mikhail Baryshnikov, Maestro Everly was conductor of the American Ballet Theatre for 14 years, where he served as Music Director.  In addition to his ABT tenure, he teamed with Marvin Hamlisch on Broadway shows that Mr. Hamlisch scored.  He conducted Carol Channing hundreds of times in Hello, Dolly! in two separate Broadway productions.  Maestro Everly, a graduate of the Jacobs School of Music at Indiana University, was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Music in 2021 from his alma mater.  He is a recipient of the 2015 Indiana Historical Society Living Legends Award and holds an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from Franklin College in his home state of Indiana.  He is a proud resident of the Indianapolis community and when not on the podium you can find Maestro Everly at home with his family.

The National Symphony Orchestra 
The 2020–2021 season marks the National Symphony Orchestra’s 90th, and Gianandrea Noseda’s fourth as its music director.  The Italian conductor serves as the Orchestra’s seventh music director, joining the NSO’s legacy of distinguished leaders.  Its artistic leadership also includes Principal Pops Conductor Steven Reineke and Artistic Advisor Ben Folds.  Founded in 1931, the Orchestra has always been committed to artistic excellence and music education. In 1986, the National Symphony became an artistic affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, where it performs year-round.  The NSO’s community engagement projects are nationally recognized, including NSO In Your Neighborhood, an annual week of approximately 50 performances in schools, churches, community centers, and other unexpected venues; Notes of Honor, which offers free performances for active, veteran, prior service, and retired members of the military and their families; and Sound Health, a collaboration with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and its affiliated organizations. Career development opportunities for young musicians 
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include the NSO Youth Fellowship Program and its tuition-free Summer Music Institute.  For more information, visit nationalsymphony.org. 

 

Michael Colbert   
Michael Colbert is the Executive Producer of two of television’s longest-running and multi-award winning live programs that commemorate America’s freedom and independence at the U.S. Capitol.  A Capitol Fourth, America’s national Independence Day party, celebrated its 40th anniversary in 2020.  The National Memorial Day Concert, which marks its 32nd annual broadcast this year, has become the nation’s premier tribute to our men and women in uniform, their families at home, and all those who have given their lives for our country.  Capital Concerts was founded by Michael’s father, Jerry Colbert, who passed away in January, 2017.   Michael Colbert, who managed the organization in partnership with his father for over 20 years, continues to direct Capital Concerts year-round.  He is the primary liaison with the over twenty government and non-governmental Washington agencies and organizations that contribute to the shows, and oversees the hundreds of television professionals who participate annually.  In addition to his annual work on these patriotic events, Colbert’s credits include major national television specials on CBS, Fox, PBS and Comedy Central in 

locations ranging from Washington, DC, New York and Los Angeles to Nashville.  He has also produced a wide range of major corporate events.

Paul Miller  

Three-time Emmy Award winning producer-director, Paul Miller returns for his 21st year as director of the National Memorial Day Concert and A Capitol Fourth television specials on PBS.  Miller’s additional credits include The Carol Burnett 50th Anniversary Special on CBS, The Country Music Awards, The Tony Awards, Saturday Night Live, Star Spangled Spectacular: A Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of our National Anthem, In Living Color and many specials and series for all the major broadcast and cable television networks.  He won a 2016, Emmy Award as Executive Producer of It’s Your 50th Christmas, Charlie Brown and won for directing the Tony Awards and the ABC News coverage of the Inauguration of President Barrack Obama.  He has also been nominated twice for the Directors Guild of America Award in the Musical/Variety category and won for directing the Tony Awards.  He is a partner in RickMill Productions, a Hollywood based entertainment company that has produced numerous series for Comedy Central as well as specials for HBO and Showtime. 
Jon Macks  
Jon Macks has written for Hollywood’s top television programs, including the most prestigious award shows, late night programs and television specials.  From 1992 through February 2014 he was a staff writer for the Tonight Show with Jay Leno.  Macks has written for the Academy Awards twenty-four times, as show writer and  host writer for Billy Crystal, Steve Martin, Hugh Jackman, Whoopi Goldberg and Chris Rock.  He was also head writer for the 76th, 80th, 81st and 82nd and 90th through 93rd Annual Academy Awards.  Macks has written on twenty one Emmy Awards, seven American Latino Media Awards, fifteen Academy of Country Music Awards and tthirteen Golden Globe Awards.  He’s been nominated for eight Emmy Awards for writing the Academy Awards, the Golden Globes and for writing and producing the Betty White 90th Birthday Special.  In 2006, he received a Writers Guild Award nomination for his work on the 59th Annual Tony Awards and in 2014 he won the Writers Guild award for his work on the Golden Globes.  He was also a creator and consulting producer for the HBO series K Street and is executive producer and writer of the Universal 
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movie Little Leaguers.  His television credits include ABC’s 50th Anniversary Special, Hollywood Squares, CBS’s 75th Anniversary Special and the Tony Awards.  He also serves as co-producer of the National Memorial Day Concert.  This is Macks’s seventeenth time writing for A Capitol Fourth.
Barr Weissman  

Barr Weissman has produced and edited the documentary segments for the National Memorial Day Concert since 1998.  Mr. Weissman edited and helped produce several independent documentaries; including the Academy Award winning film, The Stonecarvers and Mr. Justice Brennan.  He has directed and edited biographical films for the Kennedy Center Honors for CBS (including films on The Who, Mel Brooks, Bruce Springsteen and Tom Hanks).  In addition, he has produced and edited documentaries for the Discovery Channel, National Geographic, NBC, PBS, and others.  His work has been recognized by the Emmy’s, received awards at film festivals worldwide, and screened at the Museum of Modern Art in New York.  Weissman’s most recent feature film, The Secret To A Happy Ending has screened at film festivals and theaters world-wide and received 4 stars from Rolling Stone.  In 2016, Mr. Weissman produced and edited 10 films for the Musical Crossroads gallery at the new Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture.  A native Washingtonian, Mr. Weissman produced and independently distributed two critically acclaimed documentaries about the city - Home: The Langston Terrace Dwellings and A View From The Street: The Art Of Lily Spandorf.  In 2020 he premiered Go Grassfed for Future Harvest about the virtues of sustainable agricultural practices, and A Meaningful Life celebrating 25 years of the Interfaith Family Project.
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