PIONEERS OF TELEVISION
KEY PRODUCTION PERSONNEL

STEVE J. BOETTCHER
Producer/Director

Steve Boettcher is a five-time Emmy Award winner. The Milwaukee-based producer shot and directed the PBS documentaries THE GOLD RUSH, THE OREGON TRAIL and PIONEERS OF PRIMETIME. In 2003, he produced “Legend of Lambeau Field” for the Green Bay Packers, which ranked among the top five sports DVDs sold in the U.S. in 2004. Boettcher also has produced pieces for a wide variety of networks and syndicated programs, including “20/20,” “NBC Nightly News,” “This Week in Baseball,” MTV’s “The Cut,” “CBS Sunday Morning,” “The Late Show With David Letterman,” “Today,” ESPN, CNN and “Dateline NBC.” 

MICHAEL J. TRINKLEIN 

Writer/ Producer
Mike Trinklein wrote and produced the PBS documentaries THE OREGON TRAIL and THE GOLD RUSH (narrated by John Lithgow). A Milwaukee resident, Trinklein also is active in web-based history writing. Forbes magazine ranked his Oregon Trail site among the top 10 of all history-related sites. The National Endowment for the Humanities similarly honored his efforts. A university professor for 15 years, Trinklein taught rhetoric at the University of Iowa and filmmaking at Idaho State University — where he received tenure. Six years ago, Trinklein left the university to devote his full-time efforts to documentary production. He resides in Milwaukee.
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