A ROOM NEARBY
“It seems to be evident in our culture of prosperity, anywhere we might be, there will always be someone lonely in a room nearby.”

– Paul Fierlinger
In A ROOM NEARBY, five people tell the short version of their life’s story, each touching upon the storyteller’s own brick wall of loneliness. In a world of interconnected technologies such as cell phones, email and instant messaging, it can be difficult to cope with those natural feelings of loneliness, but there are in fact lessons to be learned in those introspective periods. A ROOM NEARBY, airing on PBS Wednesday, March 23, 2005, 10:30-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings), celebrates these revelations. 

According to the husband-and-wife duo of Paul and Sandra Fierlinger, the directors, if this film were compiled like a book of collected shorts, the binding theme would be melancholy — but the ending would be happy. Each story in A ROOM NEARBY is narrated by the animated-character’s real life counterpart. The storytellers are different in origin and perspective — from a writer to a carpenter to a filmmaker — and each offers very different reasons for feeling entirely alone. 

As the characters learn about themselves, viewers are taken on a fascinating journey through the characters’ psyches until reaching a moment of inner peace. One such story is that of a typical nine-to-five office worker who spends her free time watching television until an unlikely befriending by graffiti artists. Finally feeling as though her life has purpose, she begins to moonlight, “tagging” buildings. Although this budding artist learns the hard way that her new passion is illegal, she is able to turn it into a positive learning experience and a creative avenue.

The most heart-wrenching profile offered in A ROOM NEARBY is of the acclaimed film director Milos Forman, an entertainment guru with credits for such films as The People vs. Larry Flint, Amadeus and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest. Forman experiences the pain of losing his only companion and “man’s best friend.” In deep denial over his loss, Forman plays solitaire for hours on end. 

Paul Fierlinger (co-director/ writer/animator/editor/narrator) has been a professional independent animator since his first TV commercial, which he made in 1958 in Prague, Czechoslovakia. A graduate of the Bechyne School of Applied Arts, Fierlinger has animated films in Holland, France, Germany and the United States. In 1971 Fierlinger formed AR&T Associates, Inc., his own animation house, initially to produce animated segments for ABC’s “Harry Reasoner Specials” and SESAME STREET, including the popular “Teeny Little Super Guy” series, which runs to this day. AR&T has produced over 700 films; many of them have received considerable recognition, including an Academy Award nomination for It’s So Nice to Have a Wolf Around the House. In 1997, Fierlinger received a PEW Fellowship in the Arts award for the his body of work.

Sandra Schuette Fierlinger (co-director/writer/painter) grew up in Wayne, Pennsylvania. and graduated from the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts with their highest awards. She has collaborated with her husband, Paul, on many projects, including ones for SESAME STREET, AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE, Nickelodeon, Children’s Book of the Month Club, Independent Television Service (ITVS) and various TV commercials.

The Fierlingers are the recipients of the 2002 Peabody Award, which they share with ITVS, for STILL LIFE WITH ANIMATED DOGS. This film was chosen to represent the United States at INPUT 2001, held in Cape Town, South Africa.
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