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ABOUT WNED

WNED-TV is committed to developing and producing quality programs for local, national and bi-national broadcast. WNED has a core staff of production executives that is complemented by talented freelance personnel with national production credentials.

With a creative and experienced fundraising staff, WNED raises funding from corporations, foundations, government entities and coproduction partners. WNED has a proven record and unrelenting commitment to securing funds from the Buffalo/Toronto market and nationally.

WNED’s longest running national productions are Reading Rainbow, in its 22nd season and winner of six national Emmy Awards for Best Children’s Television Series and the Mark Russell Comedy Specials, broadcast by PBS for more than a quarter century. 

WNED productions that have aired nationally on PBS in recent years include Niagara Falls, a one hour HD documentary on this Canadian-American icon, The Marines, a 90-minute HD special, Frank Lloyd Wright’s Buffalo, a documentary on the importance of Buffalo in Wright’s career, Fort Niagara: The Struggle for a Continent, a half-hour HD documentary on the significance of this Western New York landmark and Driven to Play, a half-hour documentary of the North American Rock Guitar Competition. 

WNED’s next national production is a two-hour HD special entitled The Adirondacks.  This program is a national PBS broadcast on Wednesday, May 14 at 9:00 PM. In 2008, WNED will start production on a two-hour documentary on the War of 1812.
JOHN GRANT – EXECUTIVE PRODUCER

John Grant is the Chief Program Officer at WNED and is executive producer of WNED’s national productions. Grant is also president and executive producer of Driftwood Productions, Inc. He has created and produced more than 50 hours of documentary programming for PBS and cable. 

Grant started Driftwood Productions in 1995 after serving as senior vice president of programming at PBS from 1990-95. Previously he worked at WPSU-TV at Penn State University.

For WNED, Grant served as executive producer for NIAGARA FALLS, FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT’S BUFFALO, DRIVEN TO PLAY and THE ADIRONDACKS. He was producer-director of THE MARINES.
Among the PBS programs developed and produced by Grant are America’s Houses of Worship, Window to the Sea, Legendary Lighthouses, West Point: The First 200 Years, The Homes of FDR, and several train travel programs. Grant was executive producer for several PBS series including Great Lodges of the National Parks, Great Lodges of the Canadian Rockies and The Aleutians: Cradle of the Storms. Grant produced several specials for the Food Network including Dining on the Train and Dining Cars USA. 

In addition to his production credits, Grant has written or co-authored seven books.
TOM SIMON – PRODUCER/DIRECTOR/WRITER
Tom Simon is a filmmaker, executive producer and Emmy Award-winning television executive who has been responsible for some of the world’s highest rated and most acclaimed documentary programs. Since 1998 he has been owner and president of Working Dog Productions, Inc. an independent company focused on producing non-fiction programming in a wide variety of genres for the U.S. and world markets.  

Among its recent projects are Dealing Dogs, an investigative documentary for HBO’s America Undercover series that was nominated for two Emmys including Best Documentary. Currently in production is a follow-up film for HBO.  

THE ADIRONDACKS, a two-hour special in HDTV for PBS focusing on the past and present of the largest park in the U.S., will air in May 2008. Tom and Working Dog have produced series and specials for the leading cable networks including National Geographic Channel, A&E, Discovery Channel and The History Channel.
Tom has personally won seven national Emmy Awards and programs he executive-produced have received over 150 awards for excellence including a Dupont-Columbia Journalism Award, Peabody Awards, over three dozen Emmys and numerous CableACE Awards.

For ten years, until 1994, Tom headed National Geographic Television’s programming and production operations and served as vice-president and executive producer of the National Geographic Specials on PBS and National Geographic Explorer on TBS.   

Prior to joining National Geographic Tom served as senior producer of Smithsonian World on PBS and as an independent producer-director of documentaries for NBC, PBS and for cinema verite pioneers Albert and David Maysles in New York City.  He received a B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
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