ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA
Take a seaplane, hop a train or ride a horse. Hike in or ski in. Simply arriving at the breathtaking destinations featured in ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA is a feat in itself. From a three-story floating resort in British Columbia to a historic island inn on the Atlantic Ocean and a rustic chalet in the Sierra Nevada Mountains, the two-part series, airing on PBS Wednesdays, August 30-September 6, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. ET, takes viewers across this remarkable continent to remote outposts in places of awe-inspiring beauty.

ADVENTURE LODGES offers an intimate look at remote lodges in some of the world’s last true wilderness. The Sentry Mountain Lodge, for one, is perched on a ridge at nearly 7,000 feet on British Columbia’s rugged Selkirk Mountain Range and is accessible only by helicopter. Owners Mike Macklem, Alex Sniatycka and Tim Styles designed the lodge to give guests year-round access to hiking and skiing as well as breathtaking views. Guest Helen Sovdat enjoys the lodge’s removed and dramatic setting. “It’s a quite remote end of the range, and I’ve never seen any other people up here,” she explains. “There are just endless valleys and peaks to explore in the area.” 

The unique natural surroundings of the lodges allow for a variety of excursions. Guests at the King Pacific Lodge in British Columbia’s Great Bear Rainforest spend their days fly fishing, sea kayaking, whale watching and tracking the legendary “Spirit Bear.” In each setting, lodge owners take pride in indulging their guests in a gourmet meal after a day of intense recreation. Wintertime visitors ski 11 miles to reach the Tioga Pass Resort, a powdery paradise located in the high country of California’s Yosemite National Park. Tioga Pass chef Bob Dougall rewards guests with a menu boasting savory steaks, fresh herb salads and scrumptious desserts. “Our chef has 40 years of experience, and prepares a nice variety of dishes,” says lodge manager Ron Cohen. “We try to keep the place stocked with fresh vegetables and fruits so that it’s not like your typical back country lodge.” 

For ADVENTURE LODGES producer/director Chuck Scott, who produced the popular GREAT LODGES OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES in 2004, the remote nature of these destinations often transports the visitor and the viewer to another time. “Accessing these lodges was a major trek in itself,” he says. “Riding on horseback through the valleys of the Rocky Mountains the way the cowboys would’ve done a hundred years ago just takes you to a different emotional level — and you wouldn’t get to see that land any other way.”
ADVENTURE LODGES explores a visually dynamic range of climates and landscapes, highlighting the history of the lodges and introducing the people and wildlife who live harmoniously in these unique natural destinations.
· “Canadian Adventure Lodges” (8/30)  The journey begins on the west coast of British Columbia in the Great Bear Rainforest at the King Pacific Lodge, a floating three-story luxury resort moored on an island where the nearest road ends 150 miles away. The Lodge’s profound isolation yields the opportunity to see one of the rarest animals on the planet: the white-furred Kermode, or “Spirit Bear.” Further east in Alberta’s Rocky Mountains is Sundance Lodge, accessible only on horseback and a site where some of the last real cowboys share stories of early riders who struck off from the known line of Canada’s first transcontinental railway to explore this vast and uncertain territory. Eastern Canada also has its share of isolated adventure destinations, including La Seigneurie du Triton, a late 1800s fishing club that once hosted prestigious guests such as Harry Truman, Theodore Roosevelt and former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill. Guests tour the area in large Indian canoes called Rabaskas, take guided expeditions in search of wild mushrooms and learn the elegant art of fly-casting. 

· “United States Adventure Lodges” (9/6)  From back-country skiing in Yosemite National Park to pole fishing off a Florida island or dog sledding in northern Minnesota, each of the isolated regions featured in this program offers travelers unique adventure opportunities. After a night at Alaska’s historic Winterlake Lodge, a snowy ridge walk offers stunning views of Mount McKinley, the tallest peak in North America. A getaway to a warmer climate destination leads to the Camelot Lodge on the banks of the Colorado River near Moab, Utah. Traveling a desert trail on camelback leads to ancient Indian tool sites and a glimpse of thousand-year-old petroglyphs inscribed on a canyon wall. Among other stunning stops is a visit to Tarpon Lodge, located on Pine Island off the southwest Florida coast. The former 1920s fishing camp offers excursions to nearby Cabbage Key for mangrove fishing, nature walks and stellar sunset views from the island’s landmark water tower.
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■ For additional information about ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA, visit the program Web site at pbs.org/adventurelodges.
ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 877-PBS-SHOP, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.


