Behind the Scenes with Chuck Scott

Producer/Director of ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA

Canadian film producer Chuck Scott typically divides his time between the urban settings of Calgary and Toronto, but his daily work often takes him to breathtaking outdoor destinations. In 2004, Scott profiled the GREAT LODGES OF THE CANADIAN ROCKIES; he most recently journeyed to remote corners of the continent to explore the ADVENTURE LODGES OF NORTH AMERICA. 

ADVENTURE LODGES showcases unique vacation spots in remote settings. What were among the most extraordinary aspects of the destinations featured in the series?

Our focus with these two shows was to find lodges that had to be accessed through alternative forms of transportation. To get to some of these places, you had to take a helicopter or seaplane, train or dogsled. The one thing that surprised me was the remoteness of some of the places we visited in the continental United States. You can’t access the Clay Hill Lodge in Oregon by car; you either have to hike in or take a jet boat up the Rogue River. There’s no cell phone, no internet, no television…you’re completely disconnected from the world. And I’d thought that in the continental United States, that’d be a difficult thing to find.

You also had some incredible encounters with wildlife in these areas.

In Alaska, we were 15 feet away from two Grizzly Bears feasting on salmon; it was quite a thrilling experience. Thank goodness they had a lot of salmon and didn’t see me as lunch!

ADVENTURE LODGES gets up-close with the people who have created a livelihood for themselves in fairly isolated places. What kind of person is driven to do this kind of work?

All of these places were built by people with a great passion for what they’re doing, whether it’s hiking and skiing in the cases of Sentry Mountain Lodge (British Columbia) and Tioga Pass Resort (Yosemite) or the fishing and wildlife preservation in the cases of King Pacific Lodge (British Columbia) and Outpost Lodge in the Clayoquot Sound near Vancouver Island. Outpost, for example, is an expensive lodge with incredible amenities, but they’re spending most of their annual profits to rebuild creek beds in the area to bring back the salmon and black bears to the valley they left when their habitat was mined and forested out years ago.

Terry Moore at Camelot Lodge is another interesting story. Terry had been a stuntman and a movie animal trainer; he trained the black bear that was in Back to the Future. Then he moved to the desert of Moab, Utah, where he built a lodge by himself and brought camels to the property for desert camel rides.

The people who own these lodges are not doing this to make money. They’re thinking, “Here’s a lifestyle that I can create for myself, and it should provide me a living.” They’re putting something into the world that other people can appreciate. 

Did this project give you a sense of being on an extended vacation?

When I’m on vacation, I’m either in an art museum or in a café drinking wine. But this gave me the chance to see places I’d never otherwise visit, and it’s very difficult in these settings to not take beautiful pictures. 

I think anyone who takes one of these trips is going to have an incredible experience. Something like riding on horseback through the valleys of the Rocky Mountains the way the cowboys would’ve done a hundred years ago just takes you to a different emotional level, and you wouldn’t get to see that land any other way.

ADVENTURE LODGES premieres on PBS Wednesdays, August 30 and September 6, 2006 at 8pm (check local listings).

