AFRICA LIVE: THE ROLL BACK MALARIA CONCERT
Malaria is the primary cause of child mortality in Africa. In March 2005, in the city of Dakar, capital of Senegal in West Africa, many of Africa’s finest musicians performed to raise global awareness of the malaria crisis currently devastating the African continent. The film of that concert, AFRICA LIVE: THE ROLL BACK MALARIA CONCERT, airs on PBS Thursday, April 6, 2006, 8:00-9:00 p.m. Presented by British music journalist and broadcaster Andy Kershaw, the program features: 

· Awilo Longonmba (Congo-Kinshasa) singing his own composition, “Ne me piquer pas/Do Not Bite Me.”
· Seun Kuti (Nigeria) with Tony Allen (Nigeria) and Manu Dibango (Cameroon) performing “Mosquito Song,” which Seun Kuti wrote for the event.

· Tinariwen (Mali) performing “Tis Metten.”
· Corneille (Rwanda) singing “Parce qu’on vient de loin/Because We Have Come So Far.”
· Baaba Maal (Senegal) performing “Mbaye.”
· Youssou Ndour (Senegal) with the Grand Orchestre du Caire (Egypt) performing “Touba – Daaru Salaam/Touba – Land of Peace.”
· Tiken Jah Fakoly (Ivory Coast) with Didier Awadi (Senegal) singing “Quitte le pouvoir/Get Out of Office.”
· Angelique Kidjo (Benin) singing the Swahili love song “Malaika/My Angel,” and the rousing “Africa” over the end credits.
The AFRICA LIVE concert, produced by Grammy Award-winner Youssou Ndour, was linked to the important work of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, which was established to provide a coordinated international approach to fighting the disease. The partnership was launched in 1998 by the World Health Organization, UNICEF, UNDP and the World Bank and now includes partners from all sectors of society who are actively engaged in the fight.

Youssou Ndour explains that he undertook the Roll Back Malaria Concert “because more than two million people die in Africa every year from malaria and we want to mobilize the international community to help us combat this very debilitating disease. The figures are very disturbing. Every year up to 500 million cases of malaria are being reported, with more than two million deaths. To put it another way, every 30 seconds a child under the age of five dies of malaria in Africa — that’s more than 3,000 every day, more than a million every year. And a further million older people die as well. It is too much!”
Says producer/director Mick Csáky, who conceived and filmed AFRICA LIVE: THE ROLL BACK MALARIA CONCERT, “In addition to communicating the Roll Back Malaria message, I have been keen to celebrate the quality and diversity of African music today by making it accessible to a first-time audience. Every word of the spoken dialogue and the lyrics of all the songs (sung in half-a-dozen different African languages) have been translated into English with subtitles, making it possible for television viewers to get closer to understanding African music and lyrics than ever before.”
For the past 20 years, music journalist and broadcaster Andy Kershaw has been championing world music with a succession of radio and television programs featuring the world’s finest popular musicians. “The Andy Kershaw Show” airs weekly on BBC Radio 3 and the BBC World Service. Since his stint as one of the BBC’s presenters of LIVE AID in 1985, Kershaw has visited 23 countries in Africa.

The UK-based documentary filmmaker Mick Csáky has filmed more than a dozen music and documentary programs in Africa. During the past 30 years, he has produced and directed more than 100 productions and executive produced a further 600 television and film productions, including the eight-part series AFRICA with historian Basil Davidson. Csáky’s PBS productions include the series OIL; CHASING A RAINBOW: THE LIFE OF JOSEPHINE BAKER; GREAT PERFORMANCES “Nureyev”; SREBRENICA: A CRY FROM THE GRAVE; and BOB MARLEY: REBEL MUSIC and PLACIDO DOMINGO: A MUSICAL LIFE, both AMERICAN MASTERS specials.
Underwriters: Public Television Viewers and PBS. Producer: Antelope/Idéale Audience in association with Xippi. Executive producers: Mick Csáky, Antelope (UK); Pierre-Olivier Bardet, Idéale Audience (France). Producer/director: Mick Csáky. Associate producer: Katharina von Flotow. Line producer: Claire Lion. Concert camera director: Martin Meissonnier. Director of photography: Robert Alazraki AFC. Editor: Roy Deverell. Concert sound: Godwin Logie. Documentary sound: Timothée Alazraki. Concert artistic directors: Michelle “La Gazelle” Lahana and Martin Meissonnier. Concert producer: Youssou Ndour, Xippi (Senegal). Format: CC Stereo Letterbox
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