FACT SHEET

AFRICAN AMERICAN LIVES 2
Airdates
Wednesdays, February 6-13, 2008
Time
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET
Description 
Harvard scholar Henry Louis Gates Jr. guides poet Maya Angelou, author Bliss Broyard, actor Don Cheadle, actor Morgan Freeman, theologian Peter Gomes, college administrator Kathleen Henderson, publisher Linda Johnson Rice, radio host Tom Joyner, athlete Jackie Joyner-Kersee, comedian Chris Rock and rock ’n’ roll legend Tina Turner and on a journey to discover their ancestry. The four-part series draws on DNA analysis, genealogical research and family oral tradition to trace the lineages of the participants down through U.S. history and back to Africa.  
Producers
Thirteen/WNET New York, Kunhardt Productions and Inkwell Films
Executive producers
Henry Louis Gates Jr., William R. Grant, Peter W. Kunhardt and Dyllan McGee
Producers/directors
Leslie Asako GladsjØ, Jesse Sweet and Jack Youngelson
Press materials 
Program release

Series at a glance
Photos
Web
The companion Web site (pbs.org/aalives2) will provide resources for visitors to pursue their own family genealogy; further information on the series’ research, scholarship and science; interactive scrapbooks for each series participant; a social media application that allows users to upload and tag their own family stories; lesson plans and media-rich classroom activities for teachers; and more. 

Outreach
In cooperation with seven public television stations across the country, a far-reaching educational outreach effort will guide K-through-12 teachers in the use of the broadcast program, Web site and educational print materials in standards-based classroom instruction.

Accessibility 
CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/HD where available
Funders 
The Coca-Cola Company, Johnson & Johnson, Buick, Public Television Viewers and PBS
Contacts
Donna Williams, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-8030; williamsd@thirteen.org 
Gloria Park, Thirteen/WNET, Tel.: 212/560-2063; parkg@thirteen.org
Thirteen/WNET New York is one of the key program providers for public television, bringing such acclaimed series as Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly, Wide Angle, Secrets of the Dead, NOW With David Brancaccio, Exposé: America’s Investigative Reports, and Cyberchase – as well as the work of Bill Moyers – to audiences nationwide. As the flagship public broadcaster in the New York, New Jersey and Connecticut metro area, Thirteen reaches millions of viewers each week, airing the best of American public television along with its own local productions such as The Ethnic Heritage Specials, The Thirteen Walking Tours, New York Voices and Reel New York. Thirteen extends the impact of its television productions through educational and community outreach projects – including the Celebration of Teaching and Learning – as well as Web sites and other digital media platforms.  More information can be found at www.thirteen.org.

For nearly 20 years, Kunhardt Productions has been responsible for critically acclaimed historical programming with a reputation for high editorial standards. Most recently, Kunhardt Productions co-produced Oprah’s Roots (2007) and African American Lives (2006) for PBS.  Previously, the company produced Freedom: A History of US, an eight-hour PBS series based upon Joy Hakim's award-winning books. Other notable works from Kunhardt Productions include Lincoln, a four-hour series for ABC; In Memoriam, a one-hour co-production with HBO about Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001; and The American President, a 10-hour PBS series profiling all 41 presidents of the United States. Kunhardt Productions is currently developing a multi-part series for PBS, Looking for Lincoln, to be broadcast in 2009 as part of the Bicentennial Celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. More information can be found at www.kunhardtproductions.com.

Inkwell Films was founded by Henry Louis Gates Jr. to produce sophisticated documentary films about the African-American experience for a broad audience. In addition to Oprah’s Roots, Inkwell Films co-produced African American Lives (2006) and is currently developing The History of the African American People, an eight-part series tentatively slated for national broadcast premiere in 2009-2010.

