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"AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA" TELLS THE STORY OF 
AMERICA'S GUN CULTURE
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	A firearms instructor in Hicksville, NY, firing a Glock.
Credit: Jonathan Silvers/Saybrook Productions


ARLINGTON, VA; February 16, 2013 -- As the national conversation around the tragedy in Newtown, Connecticut continues, AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA explores the evolution of guns in America, their frequent links to violence and the clash of cultures that reflect competing visions of our national identity. The program, airing Tuesday, February 19, at 9:00 p.m. ET, is part of PBS’ “After Newtown” initiative, a weeklong look at the impact of gun violence and the complex issues surrounding it. 

Today, there are more than 300 million personal firearms in America — representing nearly one third of all personal firearms on the planet. But how did the United States become awash in guns? With every new mass shooting, the battle lines seem to be drawn sharper between those who argue for little or no regulation of firearms and those who advocate for strict gun control. To understand how America got to this point, AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA traveled back to the colonial era where guns first became part of America's DNA. 

“The history of the American gun is as complex as the history of the American people,” said Jonathan Silvers, producer and director of AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA. “This documentary traces the gun across critical milestones through the voices of those who've studied that history, as well as those who’ve been actively engaged with guns as members of the hunting community, law enforcement and political groups.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]“After the horrible events of Newtown, Connecticut, AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA offers the nation a comprehensive look at the myriad issues surrounding gun violence,” said Beth Hoppe, PBS Chief Programming Executive and General Manager, General Audience Programming. “This documentary provides needed history and context to our week of special programming that begins with several reports from PBS NewsHour.”

Interviews in the film include a range of voices and perspectives, from law enforcement to the NRA, including former New York police commissioner Howard Safir, New York policeman Frank Serpico and Philadelphia police commissioner Charles Ramsey, who speak of police constantly playing catch up and being outmatched by the firepower on the streets. David Keene, president of the National Rifle Association, describes how the NRA was born in 1871 to improve marksmanship and why it was recast in 1977 as a political advocacy organization, fighting for gun rights. Entertainer Bill Cosby talks about why he briefly owned a handgun and was trained to shoot it, years before he lost his son to gun violence. Elaine Brown, former chair of the Black Panthers Party, talks about how the modern gun rights movement was born in an armed protest at the California Capitol. Stephen Barton, who survived the horror of the Aurora movie theatre shooting, speaks about guns from a victim’s experience.

AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA is produced for PBS by Saybrook Productions LLC. For Saybrook Productions LLC, Producer/Director is Jonathan Silvers. Producer/Editor is Patrick Flynn. Senior Producer/Narrator is Richard Harris. Producer is Alissa Shapiro.

Executive in Charge is Ty West.

AFTER NEWTOWN: GUNS IN AMERICA is part of PBS’ “After Newtown” initiative, a series of documentaries, news reports and public affairs programs that provides thought-provoking context to the national conversation about gun violence in America. PBS is harnessing its science, documentary and public affairs producers– with a tradition of unbiased reporting that makes it America’s most trusted source of news – to provide in-depth reporting on the myriad issues related to gun violence, including gun laws, mental health support and availability, and school safety.

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and nearly 28 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.

– PBS –

CONTACT: Carrie Johnson, PBS, cjohnson@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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