AIR: AMERICA’S INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS
“Blame Somebody Else”

– Program Details How Halliburton KBR Used U.S. Tax Dollars to Tap a Human Trafficking Pipeline, One That Led Foreign Workers to Shocking Deaths in Iraq –
In the summer of 2004, Cam Simpson, an investigative reporter for the Chicago Tribune, heard a report on the evening news about 12 Nepalese men kidnapped and brutally executed by an extremist Islamic group in Iraq — murdered, the group claimed on a website, for cooperating with the U.S. To his colleagues on the ground in Baghdad, the story was hardly distinguishable from the constant carnage surrounding them each day. But Simpson, familiar with the military’s increasing privatization of support operations — as well as the Middle East’s human trafficking problems — smelled a bigger story. 

In a classic case of dogged investigative reporting, Simpson traced each step of the Nepalese men’s journey from the foothills of the Himalayas to their brutal murder in Iraq, in the process illustrating a vast international trafficking network. His efforts are chronicled when AIR: AMERICA’S INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS presents “Blame Somebody Else,” airing on PBS Friday, September 29, 2006, 10:00-10:30 p.m. ET. Award-winning broadcast journalist Sylvia Chase narrates. 

In Kathmandu Simpson discovered the roots of a system of “de facto indentured servitude,” in which workers and their families pay labor recruiters huge sums — as much as a decade’s worth of earnings — to secure overseas jobs. Some workers were even falsely told they would be employed at a five-star hotel in Jordan. Arriving in Jordan, Simpson met with labor brokers, middlemen who bought and then sold the foreign workers to subcontractors of Halliburton KBR. And with the help of fellow Tribune reporter Aamer Madhani, Simpson reported on the workers’ living conditions in Iraq, including the fact that they were often stripped of their passports — in effect imprisoning them in the system.  

After it was published in the Chicago Tribune, Simpson’s story sparked an investigation by the State Department’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Office. It prompted Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ), author of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, to convene new hearings on human trafficking related to the ongoing war in Iraq. The U.S. military and Halliburton KBR denied responsibility. However, a military investigation led by General George Casey resulted in new regulations for the employment of foreign workers. 

Underwriters: Bernard and Irene Schwartz, Park Foundation, The Popplestone Foundation, The Jacob Burns Foundation, The Betsy and Jesse Fink Foundation, Tracy and Eric Semler, and Scripps Howard Foundation. Producer: Thirteen/WNET New York in association with the Center for Investigative Reporting. Executive in charge: Stephen Segaller. Executive producer: Tom Casciato. Senior producer: Scott Davis. Format: CC Stereo Letterbox
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