AMERICA’S CHOIR: THE STORY OF THE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR
AMERICA’S CHOIR: THE STORY OF THE MORMON TABERNACLE CHOIR is a commemorative portrait of the all-volunteer 360-voice ensemble, celebrating its history and the remarkable talent behind America’s most esteemed choral organization. The group, dubbed “America’s Choir” by President Ronald Reagan in 1981, imparts a unique musical sound and feeling that embody the American experience. Narrated by Walter Cronkite, the tribute special, airing on PBS Thursday, November 25, 2004, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET, blends concert performances, personal interviews, re-enactments and archival footage, and includes special appearances by Sting, John Williams and other celebrities. 

AMERICA’S CHOIR also offers an overview of choir performances and broadcasts culled from the past 100 years. To date, the Mormon Tabernacle Choir has presented concerts in 64 countries. From the group’s earliest “tour” to the Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893 and the 1911 performance for President William Howard Taft to its first European tour in 1955, America’s Choir has performed in places as varied as Russia’s Bolshoi Theater and London’s Royal Albert Hall, and with the Jerusalem Symphony in Israel and in Australia, New Zealand and Japan.

Audiences will come to know some of the 14 choir directors, beginning with a Welshman in 1850. Documenting the rigorous process for admission to the choir, the film introduces viewers to many of its singers, all members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who range in age from 25 to 60, with a maximum of 20 years of service. Dedicated to performing music that will reach people of every faith and culture, the 360 members of the all-volunteer choir come from a variety of backgrounds and professions; many drive as much as 100 miles each way to attend broadcasts and rehearsals. 

Chronicling the astonishing longevity of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, the film takes audiences from the fledgling chorus of Mormon pioneers in 1847 and the construction of the famed Tabernacle on Temple Square (including the installation of its 11,623-pipe organ) to the choir’s appearance at the 2002 Olympic Winter Games and acceptance of the National Medal of Arts from President George W. Bush in 2003. The program tracks the choir’s dramatic role in those events and others, and profiles the exceptional personalities who have helped shape the choir’s place in American history.

Scores of guest performers have appeared with or led the choir through the years, ranging from classical conductors like Robert Shaw to pop stars like Sting. Special guests have included Angela Lansbury, Roma Downey, Canadian Brass, Jimmy Stewart and even Walter Cronkite, who conducted and performed with the vocal ensemble and collaborated on a book and DVD.   

In AMERICA’S CHOIR, Oscar®-winning film composer John Williams shares his experience with the choir performing his theme for the 2002 Olympic Winter Games, as does Emmy® winning producer Don Mischer, who produced that show, and Sting, who performed with the choir during the ceremony.

Other highlights of the documentary include a re-enactment of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s first “Music and the Spoken Word” radio broadcast, which debuted on July 15, 1929. Filmed with 150 current choir members in period costume, the segment re-creates early radio equipment. Today “Music and the Spoken Word” is the longest continuously running network radio broadcast. The choir has also been featured in several motion pictures, including 1952’s This Is Cinerama, the first release of the groundbreaking three-camera, widescreen film process.

The choir has performed before 10 U.S. presidents and at six presidential inaugurals. During Ronald Reagan’s 1981 inaugural parade, the choir’s float was the first — and only — one permitted to stop before the reviewing stand. Bringing President Reagan and the First Lady to tears with their rendition of “Battle Hymn of the Republic,” the choir truly earned its epithet “America’s Choir.” The song, which earned a Grammy® in 1959 for Best Performance by a Vocal Group or Chorus, remains a favorite of Americans and garners international applause as well.

The choir has also stepped forward to help the nation and the world mourn leaders and patriots, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, the crew of the Challenger and the victims of 9/11.  

Countless recordings, beginning with the first Columbia Records release in 1910 to the most recent CD Peace Like a River, have secured the choir’s place in the culture of music and America for nearly a century. Since 1999, the choir has been accompanied by the Orchestra at Temple Square, its all-volunteer companion organization. 
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