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AN AMERICAN FAMILY: ANNIVERSARY EDITION

AIRS IN DECEMBER 2011 ON PBS
– Two-Hour Film Version Offers Viewers a Window into the Original 

 12-Hour Landmark 1973 Series That Changed Television History –
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AN AMERICAN FAMILY: ANNIVERSARY EDITION, part of special programming airing on PBS stations in December 2011 (check local listings), is a two-hour version of the original 12-hour reality series that changed television history. This program provides viewers a window into the groundbreaking series, which has not been seen nationwide on PBS for more than 20 years. 
Filmmakers Alan and Susan Raymond, who worked on the original landmark production, have adapted the 12-hour series into a new two-hour feature-length compilation of the most memorable and compelling moments of the series.  AN AMERICAN FAMILY: ANNIVERSARY EDITION provides a fresh perspective to viewers who may have missed the original series that aired nearly 40 years ago.  

Originally broadcast on PBS in 1973, AN AMERICAN FAMILY was the most controversial and talked-about television program of its time. In the course of its three-month run, the 12-part series riveted the country and drew in a record 10 million viewers a week. In the years since it was first broadcast, the series has become the subject of lengthy articles and reviews, including panel discussions with anthropologist Margaret Mead, who speculated that AN AMERICAN FAMILY could be the beginning of a new way to explore the complexities of contemporary reality, “maybe as important for our time as were the invention of drama and the novel for earlier generations,”  In 2002, TV Guide named AN AMERICAN FAMILY one of the Top 50 Greatest Television Shows of All Time. 
The original 1973 series AN AMERICAN FAMILY stepped into the home of the Loud family of Santa Barbara, California, chronicling the lives of its family members. The series made parents Pat and Bill Loud and their five children, Lance, Delilah, Grant, Kevin and Michele, household names. During the seven months that the family lived under the microscope of the camera, viewers watched significant life moments unfold, including Pat Loud’s request for a separation from her husband, Bill, and a glimpse into the New York lifestyle of their gay son, Lance Loud. 
Unlike most documentaries of its day, AN AMERICAN FAMILY had no host, no interviews and almost no voice-over narration. Producer Craig Gilbert and filmmakers Alan and Susan Raymond portrayed everyday life without embellishment in a cinéma verité style. The first episode was broadcast by PBS on Thursday evening, January 11, 1973, at 9:00 p.m.

About WNET New York Public Media

WNET is a pioneering provider of television and web content.  The parent of THIRTEEN, WLIW21 and Creative News Group, WNET brings such acclaimed broadcast series and websites as Tavis Smiley, Need To Know, Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, Charlie Rose, Secrets of the Dead, Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, Consuelo Mack WealthTrack,  Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps and Cyberchase to national and international audiences. Through its wide range of channels and platforms, WNET serves the entire New York City metro area with unique local productions, broadcasts and innovative educational and cultural projects. In all that it does, WNET pursues a single, overarching goal — to create media experiences of lasting significance for New York, America and the world. For more information, visit www.wnet.org.

About PBS

PBS, with its nearly 360 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches 124 million people through television and 20 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Pressroom on Twitter.
Producer: WLIW in association with PBS and WNET
Producers: Alan Raymond and Susan Raymond
Editor: Alan Raymond
Supervising producer: Charlotte Mangin 
Original series conceived and produced by Craig Gilbert
WNET executive in charge of production: Stephen Segaller
WLIW general manager: John Servidio
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Contact: 

Roberta Lee, WNET

212-560-3134

LeeR@wnet.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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