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Filmmaker and Participant Bios

[image: ]John Leguizamo (Co-creator, host, and executive producer)
Emmy Award winner John Leguizamo has appeared in over 100 films and countless television shows while establishing a career that defies categorization. With boundless and visceral creativity, his work in film, theatre, television, and literature covers a variety of genres, continually threatening to create a few of his own. 
Leguizamo is the host and executive producer of MSNBC’s hit travel show, Leguizamo Does America. The series brings viewers inside America’s thriving Latino communities across the country, celebrating the history, culture, food and other contributions of Latinx people shaping America. The show was Peacock’s most-viewed MSNBC original in over two years and is currently in production for the second season, shooting in Philadelphia, Raleigh, New Orleans, San Antonio, Phoenix and Denver.
 
Leguizamo will star in Apple Studio’s upcoming drama series, Firebug, alongside Taron Egerton and Jurnee Smollett. Inspired by actual events, the series follows a troubled detective and an enigmatic arson investigator as they pursue the trails of two serial arsonists. Leguizamo will play ‘Esposito,’ a former policeman with bad habits and good instincts. Dennis Lehane created the series, which began shooting this summer.
 
Leguizamo stars as federal agent Gordon Rogers in the sci-fi-political mini-series The Green Veil which he produced alongside director Aram Rappaport. Highlighting oppression in 1950’s America, the eight-part series follows Gordon Rogers, a federal agent who must complete a top-secret mission while navigating the struggles of his picture-perfect family. The series first premiered at the 2022 Tribeca Film Festival and is available on Rappaport’s new streaming platform, The Network.
 
Leguizamo stars in the upcoming independent film Bob Trevino Likes It opposite Barbie Ferreira. Written and directed by Tracie Laymon, the film is about a people-pleasing young woman searching for her estranged father online when she unexpectedly forms a close bond with a grieving, childless man with the same name as her father on Facebook. Inspired by a true story, the comedic drama recently premiered at SXSW, winning the SXSW Grand Jury Award and the Audience Award in the Narrative Feature category.
 
Leguizamo hosts the upcoming PBS documentary series American Historia: The Untold History of Latinos, a project he co-created with director Ben DeJesus. Produced by his Latino-focused NGL Collective, the three-part series follows Leguizamo as he travels throughout Mexico and The United States to shed light on both the known and lesser-known stories of Latino history. Inspired by Leguizamo’s multi-faceted style, each episode combines cultural travel segments and entertaining interstitials, unveiling passionate revelations about his favorite Latino figures.
 
Leguizamo will be seen in the upcoming thriller film Tin Soldier opposite Robert Di Niro, Jamie Foxx, and Rita Ora. Directed by Brad Furman, the film follows ‘The Bokushi,’ a leader who offers a program for US combat veterans seeking protection, purpose and a path forward. The government is concerned with the rapid rise of well-armed, highly trained, and devoted followers in the cult-like program.
 
He recently starred in the Amazon series The Power, based on the New York Times best-seller, alongside Toni Collette. He also starred in Showtime’s five-part drama series Waco: The Aftermath, and in Mark Mylod’s horror comedy The Menu, opposite Anya Taylor-Joy, Ralph Fiennes, and Nicholas Hoult. 
 
Leguizamo garnered a Golden Globe nomination for Best Supporting Actor for his performance as a sensitive drag queen in To Wong Foo Thanks for Everything, Julie Newmar, was the recipient of the 2002 ALMA Special Achievement Award for Entertainer of the Year, and picked up ALMA Award nominations for his roles in Moulin Rouge (Best Supporting Actor) and King of the Jungle (Best Lead Actor). 
 
Other film credits for him include The Crash, 11:55, Porzingod, Stealing Cars, Sisters, Meadowlan, Experimenter, American Ultra, Cymbeline, Fugly, John Wick, Chef, the Ice Age franchise, Ride Along, Underdogs, Walking with Dinosaurs 3D, The Counsellor, Kick-Ass-2, Fish N Chips: The Movie, Inocente, The Trip 2, The Hollow Point, The Infiltrator, One for the Money, The Lincoln Lawyer, Vanishing on 7th Street, Big Balls, Repo Men, The Ministers, Rage, Gamer, Nothing Like the Holidays, Miracle at St. Anna, Righteous Kill, The Happening, The Babysitters, The Take, Land of the Dead, The Honeymooners, Zig Zag, Doctor Dolittle, Romeo + Juliet, The Fan, A Pyromaniac’s Love Story, Super Mario Bros., Night Owl, Poison, Die Hard 2, and Casualties of War.
 
Leguizamo’s TV work also includes Bloodline, The Kill Point, ER, My Name is Earl, The Brothers Garcia, House of Buggin’, and Miami Vice. 
 
Leguizamo garnered a Tony Award for his 2022 performance in Latin History for Morons, his one-man show where he delivers his take on 500 years of Latin History spanning the Aztec and Incan Empires, to World War II. Latin History for Morons was co-produced by Berkeley Rep and New York’s Public Theatre.
 
In 1991, Leguizamo created his first off-Broadway sensation as the writer and performer of his one-man show Mambo Mouth, in which he portrayed seven different characters. He received Obie, Outer Critics Circle and Vanguardia awards for this performance. Leguizamo went on to create his second off-Broadway one-man show, Spic-O-Rama, which garnered a Dramatists’ Guild Hull-Warriner Award for Best American Play, the Lucille Lortel Outstanding Achievement Award for Best Broadway Performance, the Theatre World Award for Outstanding New Talent, and the Drama Desk Award for Best Solo Performance. 
 
Leguizamo’s debut to Broadway was his one-man show, Freak, for which he received a Tony Award nomination for Best Play and Best Performance by a Leading Actor in a Play. Additional theater credits include Sexaholix… A Love Story, which received a Tony nomination for Best Special Theatrical Performance; A Midsummer Night’s Dream, La Puta Vida Trilogy, and American Buffalo. Leguizamo went on to film special presentations for HBO if his one-man shows including Mambo Mouth, Spic-O-Rama, Freak, for which he won an Emmy Award for Outstanding Performance in a Variety or Music Program, Sexaholix… A Love Story, and Ghetto Klown. 
 
Leguizamo lengthened his lists of credits with his first literary project in 2006 with his memoir, Pimps, Hos, Playa Hatas and All the Rest of My Hollywood Friends: My Life. He also released Ghetto Klown, the graphic novel adaptation of his 2011 Drama Desk award-winning one-man Broadway show in 2015. 
 
Leguizamo currently resides in New York City with his wife and two children.


Ben DeJesus (Co-creator, director, and executive producer)
Ben DeJesus is an Emmy® and Tony®-nominated director, producer, writer and co-founder of NGL Studios with his partner, award winning actor and social activist John Leguizamo. With over a decade of experience in the U.S. multicultural, Latinx and youth markets, DeJesus has created over 200 hours of award-winning content including non-fiction, episodic, music videos and branded content.[image: ]

Ben got his start as stage actor before landing at MTV, where he became one of the original writer/producers for several seasons of MTV CRIBS. He then went on to produce and write for MTV News, VH1, mun2, Nick @ Nite, and many of the on-air VJ’s.
 
Television credits include (PBS) American Masters’ Lights, Camera, Acción; (CBS) Essential Heroes: Momento Latino, executive produced and hosted by Eva Longoria; (Peacock) The Latino Presidential Inauguration Special and multiple episodes of (Disney) BUNK’D, the hit multi-cam sitcom. Currently, Ben is directing and executive producing season 2 of Leguizamo Does America, a series for MSNBC hosted by John Leguizamo.
 
Film credits include Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage which received an Emmy® nomination in the Non-Fiction Series category in 2020, along with his second Imagen Award and Best Latinx Film Award by the National Association of Independent Latino Producers (NALIP). Ben also directed Great Performances: John Leguizamo’s Road to Broadway where he won his first Imagen Award for Best Documentary. His previous feature doc, (PBS) Tales from a Ghetto Klown, was produced by DeJesus and Academy Award-winner® Fisher Stevens and premiered nationwide.
 
Theater credits include John Leguizamo’s Latin History for Morons, the hit Broadway show where he received a Tony nomination. This was followed by a national tour that broke attendance records at the Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles.
 
At NGL/mitu Studios, Ben directs and produces a growing slate of original television, documentary, non-fiction and digital projects. His passion for pop culture, music and theater continues to fuel his work. DeJesus is represented by 3 Arts Entertainment, Kaplan-Stahler Agency and by Espada PR & Entertainment.

Nicole Pritchett (Executive Producer) is an activist and award-winning filmmaker with an emphasis on documentaries. Her first feature documentary, I Am (2010), was featured on the Oprah Winfrey Show. Nicole is also known for her work on the award-winning documentary, Happy (2011). For five years, Nicole co-headed Shady Acres Entertainment led by comedy director Tom Shadyac, best known for Bruce Almighty, Ace Ventura, Liar Liar, Nutty Professor, etc. 

In 2019 Nicole produced the feature documentary, Magic City Hustle, which premiered at the Miami Film Festival and won the Knights Foundation Award. Recent works includes producing the sequel for the Netflix hit Dawgfight (no animals are fighting); the A&E documentary Savage;  #537 Votes, an HBO political heist documentary aimed at inspiring people to vote; the original Netflix series Cocaine Cowboys; and Unprecedented, which featured exclusive interviews with former President Donald Trump and his family during the Capitol Riots. She is also a producer on MSNBC’s Leguizamo Does America.

Jill Krikorian (Executive Producer, NGL Studios) is a producer, filmmaker, and creative director in the U.S. Hispanic market. As VP of Content & Production at NGL Studios, she is continually at the helm of dozens of digital content campaigns for top advertisers. She produced the 2018 feature documentary John Leguizamo’s Road To Broadway for PBS’ Great Performances (Imagen Award Winner, Best Documentary), the 2019 American Masters feature Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage (Imagen Award Winner, Best Informational Program), and the 2021 PBS short film Lights, Camera, Acción (Imagen Award Winner, Best Short Film). 


SERIES ADVISORS
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Davíd Carrasco is historian of religion, anthropologist and Mesoamericanist scholar. As of 2001, he holds the inaugural appointment as Neil L. Rudenstine Professor of Latin American Studies at the Harvard Divinity School, in a joint appointment with the Faculty of Arts and Sciences' Department of Anthropology at Harvard University. Carrasco previously taught at the University of Colorado, Boulder and Princeton University. He is known for his research and publications on Mesoamerican religion and history, his public speaking as well as wider contributions within Latin American studies and latino/a/ studies. 

Maria Elena Fernandez is a first generation college graduate with a B.A. from Yale University and an M.A. from UCLA in U. S. History.  She teaches Chicana/o History, Women in Latin America and Chicana/Mexicana History in the Chicana/o Studies Department at California State University Northridge in Los Angeles. She is a co-producer of the documentary Unrest: The Founding of the Chicana/o Studies Department at Cal State Northridge.

José C. Moya, Professor of History, joined the Barnard College faculty in 2005 after teaching at UCLA for 17 years. He directs the Forum on Migration at Barnard and the Institute of Latin American Studies at Columbia, and teaches courses on global migration, Latin American history, the Jewish immigrant experience, and anarchism.

SERIES INTERVIEWEES (in alphabetical order)

[bookmark: _ijwpmnnt2e59][bookmark: _kw4lem44aew7]Enrique Castillo starred in the hit play Zoot Suit in 1978 and has appeared in numerous films and television shows including the recurring role of Cesar in Showtime’s Weeds. He wrote and directed Veteranos: A Legacy of Valor which received the prestigious Imagen Award for Best Live Theatrical Production in Los Angeles, CA. Veteranos uses the stories of four Latino Medal of Honor recipients to highlight the heroism and sacrifice by Latinos in America’s defense. 

Sergio Gómez Chávez is an archaeologist and the director of the Tlalocan Project: Underground Road and Teotihuacán in Mexico. He works with Mexico’s National Institute of Anthropology and History. In 2003 he discovered unknown underground tunnels and his team completed the excavation of a 340-foot-long tunnel beneath the Temple of the Plumed Serpent at Teotihuacan. The tunnel, sealed some 1,800 years ago, contained seeds, pottery, sculptures, jewelry, shells, and animal bones. 

Maria A. Nieves Colón, Ph.D. is an anthropological geneticist who uses both ancient DNA and modern genomic approaches to investigate human population history. She is especially interested in revisiting the histories of underrepresented populations in the Caribbean and Latin America, understanding the genetic and health impacts of colonial encounters in the region, and strengthening scientific research capacities in the Caribbean.

Margarita “Mita” Cuaron was a 15-year-old sophomore at Garfield High School in East Los Angeles in 1968, when she grabbed a bullhorn, climbed on top of a car, and shouted, “Walkout!” Mita helped organize 22,000 students mostly of Mexican-American background who participated in the 1968 East Los Angeles Chicanx Student Walkout, demanding better teachers, smaller classes, and equal opportunity in higher education. She continues to be involved in social activism, serving as a first aid nurse for demonstrations and leading art groups for emotional healing.
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Johanna Fernández teaches 20th-Century U.S. History and the history of social movements in the Department of History at Baruch College of the City University of New York. Dr. Fernández is currently completing a history of the Young Lords. In her capacity as an historian, Fernández filed a lawsuit against the NYPD in 2014, for its failure to release surveillance records of the Young Lords. In June 2016, her suit led to the recovery of the "lost" Handschu files, the largest repository of police surveillance records of New York activists, dating back to 1905. 

Lillian Guerra, Professor of History at the University of Florida, is the author of Popular Expression and National Identity in Puerto Rico, The Myth of José Martí: Conflicting Nationalisms in Early Twentieth-Century Cuba, Visions of Power in Cuba: Revolution, Redemption and Resistance, 1959-1971, and Heroes, Martyrs and Political Messiahs in Revolutionary Cuba, 1946-1958. 

Dave Gutierrez is author of Patriots From The Barrio, the true story of the men that served in the U.S. Army's all Mexican American combat unit during WWII. In 2019 he was named President of Nuevo Mundo Historical and Genealogical Society of Silicon Valley.

Dolores Huerta, co-founder of the United Farm Workers Association, is one of the most influential labor activists of the 20th century and a leader of the Chicano civil rights movement.  
The recipient of many honors, Huerta received the Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights Award in 1998 and the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2012. As of 2015, she was a board member of the Feminist Majority Foundation, the Secretary-Treasurer Emeritus of the United Farm Workers of America, and the President of the Dolores Huerta Foundation.

Martha Macri is Professor Emerita in Native American Studies at the University of California, Davis, and a Research Professor in Linguistics. An enrolled member of the Cherokee Nation, Macri was the first Yocha Dehe Endowed Chair in California Indian Studies, 2007–2013; she also began the Maya Hieroglyphic Database Project as a graduate student in linguistics at UC Berkeley in the mid 1980s, and has worked on it continuously since then. 

Simon Martin is a political anthropologist and specialist in Maya hieroglyphic writing, with a particular interest in the history, politics, and religious beliefs of the Classic Period (150-900 CE). Much of his core research focuses on the social and political organization of the Maya lowlands and reconstructing the network of hegemonic ties between polities.

[bookmark: _z81vbzuj8r4g][bookmark: _dhce5mtaeew4]Jorell Meléndez-Badillo is a historian of Puerto Rico, the Caribbean, and Latin America. Her work focuses on the global circulation for radical ideas from the standpoint of working-class intellectual communities. He holds a Ph.D. in Latin American History from the University of Connecticut.

Miguel “Mickey” Melendez was one of the founders of the Puerto Rican activist group known as the Young Lords.

Natalia Molina is a distinguished professor in the Department of American Studies and Ethnicity at the University of Southern California (USC). Molina is the author of two award-winning books, How Race Is Made in America: Immigration, Citizenship and the Historical Power of Racial Scripts and Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1940, as well as co-editor of Relational Formations of Race: Theory, Method and Practice.  

David Montejano is Professor of the Graduate School of the University of California, Berkeley.  Before coming to Berkeley, he was an Associate Professor of History and Sociology and Director of the Center for Mexican American Studies at the University of Texas at Austin.   
Professor Montejano’s major areas of interest include Comparative and Historical Sociology, Political Sociology, Social Change, Race and Ethnic Relations, and Community Studies.  A native of San Antonio, Texas, he received a B.A. from the University of Texas at Austin and two Masters and a Ph.D. in Sociology from Yale University.

Carlos M. Montes is a nationally respected leader in the Chicano, immigrant rights, and anti-war movements. In 1967, he was a co-founder of the Brown Berets, a Chicano working class organization in East Los Angeles, California. Montes was one of the leaders during the 1968 Chicano Student Blowouts, a series of walkouts from East Los Angeles high schools to protest against racism and inequality in Los Angeles-area high schools. 

[bookmark: _z5codbcr9jte][bookmark: _6keqbrjgqkk3][bookmark: _1fl867d0ryxk][bookmark: _ihrw70lsa221][bookmark: _1hv7kif2fjfh]Edward James Olmos is an acclaimed actor, activist, and co-founder and Chairman of the Board of Latino Public Broadcasting. His many TV credits include Miami Vice, the groundbreaking PBS series American Family, Battlestar Galactica, The West Wing, Dexter, Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D, and Mayans M.C. His films include Stand and Deliver, for which he earned an Academy Award nomination for Best Actor, The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez, American Me, Blade Runner, Selena, and Zoot Suit. 

Paul Ortiz is the director of the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at the University of Florida and teaches undergraduate courses and supervises graduate fields in African American history, Latina/o & Latinx history, comparative ethnic studies, U.S. South, labor, social movement theory, oral history, digital humanities, ethnography and other topics. He is the author of An African American and Latinx History of the United States, which received the 2018 PEN Oakland-Josephine Miles Award for Literary Excellence. Ortiz was a National Archives Distinguished Scholar for 2022-2023, concentrating on Latinx History.

Anthony Stevens-Acevedo is a founding member and assistant director of CUNY’s Dominican Studies Institute and a community activist. 

Sharyll Teneyuca is a graduate of Rice University and New York University School of Law. She was named Outstanding Young Lawyer by the San Antonio Young Lawyers Association for her work as the founder and first director of the Pro Bono Law Project. She is the niece of labor leader and union organizer Emma Tenayuca, best known for organizing Mexican workers in Texas during the 1930s, particularly for leading the 1938 San Antonio pecan shellers strike.

[bookmark: _mat3crukv2j4][bookmark: _884x7qy4da58][bookmark: _q2cx1gkyzi08]Charley Trujillo served as an infantry sergeant in Viet Nam. In 2003, he co-produced and directed the 2003 PBS documentary, Soldados: Chicanos in Viet Nam, based on his award-winning book of the same name. 

[bookmark: _jnlusddv7h15]Carlos G. Vélez-Ibáñez is Regents' Professor and the Motorola Presidential Professor of Neighborhood Revitalization in the School of Transborder Studies and Regents' Professor in the School of Human Evolution and Social Change at Arizona State University. His numerous honors include the 2020 Franz Boas Award for Exemplary Service to Anthropology. 

John Verano received his B.A. with Distinction in anthropology from Stanford University in 1977, and his M.A. (1980) and Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of California Los Angeles in 1987.  He is a biological anthropologist who specializes in human skeletal anatomy, paleopathology, bioarchaeology, and forensic anthropology.  His primary research area is Andean South America, with a focus on prehistoric populations of coastal and highland Peru.  
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