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Narrator

Martin Sheen 

Emmy® and Golden Globe Award winner Martin Sheen is one of America’s most celebrated, colorful and accomplished actors. Moving flawlessly between artistic mediums, Sheen’s acting range is breathtaking. On the big screen, the Ohio native has appeared in more than 65 feature films including a star turn as Army Captain Benjamin L. Willard in Francis Ford Coppola’s landmark film Apocalypse Now, which brought Sheen worldwide recognition. Other notable credits include Wall Street (with son Charlie Sheen and Michael Douglas), Academy Award®-winning film Gandhi and The American President.

However, Sheen is best recognized for his six-time Emmy nominated performance as President Josiah Bartlet in the NBC’s “The West Wing.” Sheen won six of his eight Golden Globe nominations as well as an ALMA Award and two individual SAG Awards for the White House series.  In addition to series television, Sheen has appeared in several important made for television movies and mini-series including playing real life President John F. Kennedy in the television mini-series “Kennedy” for which he received a Golden Globe nomination.

Producer/Director

Carl Byker 
Non-fiction filmmaker Carl Byker has produced more than 30 hours of television for PBS, including films which have won the Primetime Emmy for best non-fiction series of the year, two Columbia School of Journalism Dupont awards, two Independent Documentary Association awards for best series of the year, the Kodak “Vision Award” from the Producers Guild of America, and a Peabody award.  His films have also been nominated five times by the Writers Guild of America for best non-fiction television script of the year and won the award twice.  Byker’s films include: “The Meth Epidemic,” a history of methamphetamine abuse in America, for the PBS series “Frontline;” “Andrew Jackson: Good, Evil and the Presidency,” a biography of America’s seventh President, for PBS; “The New Heroes, with Robert Redford,” a film set in India that profiles three people who are, against all odds, making the world a better place, for PBS; and “Woodrow Wilson,” a biography of America’s 28th President, for the PBS series “American Experience.”

Featured Historians, Authors and Contributors:

Robert V. Remini, Historian, U.S. House of Representatives
Remini was appointed the Historian to the U.S. House of Representatives in April 2005.  Remini holds several degrees, including a Ph.D. from Columbia University.  A distinguished author, he has written 24 books and is world-renowned for his knowledge on Andrew Jackson.  His noted works include 12 books on Andrew Jackson: Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars; Andrew Jackson: A Bibliography, The Jacksonian Era; The Life of Andrew Jackson; Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Democracy, 1833-1845; Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Freedom, 1822-1833; The Era of Good Feelings and the Age of Jackson, 1816-1841; Andrew Jackson and the Course of American Empire, 1767-1821; The Revolutionary Age of Andrew Jackson; Andrew Jackson and the Bank War; Andrew Jackson, and The Election of Andrew Jackson. Remini has won multiple awards including the National Book Award for Non-Fiction in 1984 for the third volume of his study on Andrew Jackson.  In addition he has been invited to lecture at the White House, and he has been a member of the Hermitage National Advisory Committee.  
Daniel Feller, Professor of History at University of Tennessee

Feller is a Professor of History, Editor of The Papers of Andrew Jackson, and Director of the Center for Jacksonian America at the University of Tennessee.  He received his Ph.D. in American History from the University of Wisconsin and taught previously at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque and at Northland College in Wisconsin. Feller has written widely on Andrew Jackson, Jacksonian politics, and Jacksonian America.  His noted works include the seventh volume of The Papers of Andrew Jackson, covering the first year of Jackson’s presidency and The Jacksonian Promise: America, 1815-1840.  In 2000 he was Commonwealth Fund Lecturer in American History at University College London.

Harry Watson, Professor and Director for the Center of the Study of the American South at UNC at Chapel Hill
Watson is a well-known historian of the antebellum South, Jacksonian America and the history of North Carolina.  He is an alumnus of Brown University and holds several degrees including a Ph.D. from Northwestern University.  Watson’s most recent works include Andrew Jackson Versus Henry Clay: Democracy and Development in Antebellum America and the article “The Common Rights of Mankind: Subsistence, Shad and Commerce in the Early Republic South,” published in The Journal of American History 83.

Sean Wilentz Professor of the History at Princeton University

Wilentz has earned a B.A. at Columbia University, a B.A. at Oxford University and a Ph.D. at Yale University.  This distinguished scholar has focused his studies on the early years of the nation and Jacksonian democracy.  Professor Wilentz has received major accolades and awards for his works including the Bancroft Prize and in 2006, and he was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize for The Rise of American Democracy: Jefferson to Lincoln.  Wilentz also achieved notoriety when his article about George W. Bush entitled “The Worst President in History” appeared in and received the cover of Rolling Stone magazine.  Professor Wilentz is currently writing a biography on Andrew Jackson as part of a series on American Presidents.
Richard Blackett, Director of Graduate Studies at Vanderbilt University

Blackett holds the Andrew Jackson Chair of history at Vanderbilt University.  His research focuses on African Americans and the abolitionist movement.  In 2002 he authored Divided Hearts: Britain and the American Civil War.  Blackett’s additional topics of study and lectures include the 1850 Fugitive Slave Laws, The British Reaction to the America Civil War, African Americans, the British Working Class and the Struggle for Freedom in America.

Ann Toplovich, Executive Director of the Tennessee Historical Society
Toplovich received a B.A. from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville and currently holds the position of Executive Director of the Tennessee Historical Society.  Toplovich has long been devoted to the preservation on the history of Tennessee. She has served as the Assistant Commissioner and Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer at the Tennessee Department of Conservation, a Historic Preservation Specialist at the Tennessee Historical Commission, from 1979‑1983 and on the board of advisors for the Tennessee Civil War National Heritage committee.  She has contributed to several publications on the history of Tennessee and Andrew Jackson including “Preserving Our Stories: 150 Years of the Tennessee Historical Society,” Tennessee Historical Quarterly 58, no. 3 (1999), co-authored with F. Lynne Bachleda.
Daniel W. Howe, Professor of History Emeritus Oxford and University of California, Los Angeles

Howe, professor emeritus at Oxford University and UCLA, was the President of the Society for Historians of the Early American Republic 2000-01.  He has co-authored and authored several books on early American history including his latest work on the Jacksonian era What Hath God Wrought: The United States, 1815-1848.  
Jon Meacham, Editor, Newsweek magazine and Jackson Biographer

Meacham graduated summa cum laude from the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee and began his career in journalism at the Chattanooga Times.  He went on to join Newsweek magazine as a writer in 1995 and in 2006 he was promoted to editor.  Meacham supervises the magazine’s coverage of politics, international affairs and breaking news.  He has been responsible for covering stories on highly charged issues such as guns in America, race and religion.  In addition, Meacham authored the The New York Times best-seller Franklin and Winston: An Intimate Portrait of an Epic Friendship and is currently writing a biography on Andrew Jackson and his White House circle.
