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MARTIN SHEEN
Martin Sheen is an American actor who got his start on the New York stage, earning a Tony Award nomination for his role in The Subject Was Roses (1965). After reprising his role in the television adaptation, he moved to TV and film, making his big screen debut in 1967’s The Incident. He is perhaps best known for his role as Captain Willard in the highly acclaimed film Apocalypse Now (1979). In 1999, he landed the role of President Bartlet on the TV series The West Wing, for which he won numerous awards.
[bookmark: early-life]Actor and activist Sheen was born Ramón Estevez on August 3, 1940, in Dayton, Ohio. During his impressive acting career, he has played all types of characters, from killers to world leaders. He discovered his love of acting in high school. Never formally trained, he learned from experience performing on the New York stage.
[bookmark: film-career]Sheen earned a Tony Award nomination in 1965 for his work in The Subject Was Roses (and reprised his role for the 1968 film adaptation). After appearing in such television shows as Route 66, The Outer Limits, My Three Sons and The Nurses, he made his film debut in 1967’s The Incident, playing a teenaged thug who takes over a subway car.
[bookmark: tv-career]In the 1970s, Sheen gave several great performances in such films as the adaptation of Joseph Heller’s best-selling novel Catch-22 (1970), the spree killer Charles Starkweather-inspired Badlands (1973) and Francis Ford Coppola's Vietnam War masterpiece Apocalypse Now (1979). He went on to give strong performances in Gandhi (1982), Wall Street (1987), The American President (1995) and Catch Me If You Can (2002). Also in 2006, Sheen appeared in the Academy Award-winning film The Departed, directed by Martin Scorsese with Leonardo DiCaprio, Matt Damon, Jack Nicholson and Mark Wahlberg. Also that year, he had a role in his son Emilio Estevez’ film about the Robert F. Kennedy assassination, Bobby. Along with his acting career, Sheen told People magazine in April 2006 that he intended to further his education by attending the National University of Ireland.
Along with his career in film, Sheen found success on the small screen with the political drama The West Wing, which debuted in 1999. He took on the leading role of President Josiah Bartlet in the critically acclaimed series, for which he received a Best Actor Golden Globe Award in 2001. Sheen was nominated for an Emmy Award six times for his work on the show, including for the show’s final 2005-2006 season. He picked up another nomination that year for a guest appearance on his son Charlie Sheen’s hit comedy Two and a Half Men. Martin also continued to collaborate with his son Charlie as a recurring guest star on the FX sitcom Anger Management.
Most recently, Sheen has been starring in Grace & Frankie, a series about two women facing the last chapter of their lives, but not in the way they expected. When their husbands announce they are in love with each other and plan to marry, the lives of nemeses Grace and Frankie are turned upside-down and, to their dismay, permanently intertwined. 
[bookmark: later-roles][bookmark: activism-and-personal-life]In addition to his acting, Sheen is known for his social and political activism. He has campaigned against nuclear weapons and for workers’ rights, as well as many other causes. Sheen and his wife, Janet, live in Los Angeles. Their four children have followed in their father’s footsteps from time to time.
SARA BOTSFORD
Sara Botsford hails from a small mining village in northern Canada. Her first exposure to theatre was at age six, playing the Virgin Mary.
 
She went on to study theatre at York University, until joining the Stratford Festival for two seasons in 1973. Since then, she has worked extensively in Canada and the U.S.
 
On film, she has tried to kill Meryl Streep, divorced Robert Redford and Jon Voight, bedded Kevin Costner and Richard Chamberlain, and was done in by Roy Schieder and Christina Ricci. She also spent some time hunting giant worms in Tremors 4 (DVD Best Actress nomination) and most recently co-starred in River, the first North American film shot in Laos.

Television highlights include: Marilla in Anne of Green Gables, with Martin Sheen; Lady Covington, in the series Ride; the animated Christmas special The Curse of Clara; Lizzie Borden; the CBC series SOPHIE; the AMC series The Lot;  the CBC mini series Once There Was an Arrow (Gemini Nomination); the leading role in 96 episodes of the multi-award-winning series E.N.G (Best Actress award), on which she was also associate producer; and dozens of guest starring roles in various series in both Canada and the U.S.
 
Theatre highlights include being directed by Mike Nichols (The Real Thing, Broadway); Sir Peter Hall,(Romeo and Juliet); Max Stafford Clark (Top Girls, Obie Award); and Brian Bedford, ( Private Lives, Present Laughter); and acting opposite Jeremy Irons, Len Cariou, Jane Kazmarek (Good People, Ovation Award nomination) Brian Bedford and David Hyde Pierce.

Directing credits: In 1996, Botsford directed the feature film Dead Innocent, starring Genevieve Bujold and Graeme Greene.
 
She has directed several plays in LA, Vancouver and NYC, and is the founder and co-artistic director of the LA-based theatre company 49th Parallel Theatre, whose mandate is to present Canadian plays in LA (2005-present).

Botsford is the writer, creator and co-director of Those Damn Canadians, an original, award-winning web comedy. 
thosedamncanadians.com.


ELLA BALLENTINE 


Ella Ballentine’s professional film career goes back to 2012 and encompasses leading roles with such distinguished actors as Laurence Fishburne and Thomas Jane (Standoff, 2015), Jerry Ryan (Survive the Serengeti, 2016), Martin Sheen and Sara Botsford (L.M. Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables, 2016) and the critically acclaimed role of Lizzy alongside Zoe Kazan inThe Monster, 2016. Ballentine also has played supporting roles alongside Casper Van Dien (Baby’s First Christmas, 2012), Susan Sarandon (The Calling, 2014), and Ryan Reynolds and Rosario Dawson (The Captive, 2014). After the initial success of Anne of Green Gables, she has reprised her role as Anne Shirley in two more installments (The Good Stars and Fire and Dew). Movies in which she has appeared have been screened at a number of film festivals, including Cannes.  
 
Ballentine’s theatre career encompasses independent and professional productions staged in her native Toronto, beginning with The Railway Children (Roundhouse Theatre, 2010) and Numbers (Toronto Fringe Festival, 2013). Her triple-threat role in Numbers earned her the first of many award nominations for excellence by a young performer in film, theatre and music. She played the coveted role of Little Cossette/Young Éponine in Mirvish Productions’ Les Miserables (Princess of Wales, 2013-2014), starring Ramin Karimloo and Earl Carpenter. Being part of this iconic musical production and its superb cast is an experience she will forever cherish.
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