Art:21 – Art in the Twenty-First Century

Production Biographies

Susan Sollins, Executive Producer & Curator

Susan Sollins, Executive Producer and Curator of Art:21 – Art in the Twenty-First Century, has been well known in the field of contemporary art for more than 30 years for her innovations in public programming and museum education, and as a curator. In addition to her work for many art institutions as a curator and consultant, Sollins is the co-founder and Executive Director Emerita of Independent Curators International (ICI), a nonprofit organization that develops, organizes, and circulates traveling exhibitions of contemporary art presenting a broad range of recent trends and aesthetic concerns to viewers nationwide and abroad. During her 21-year tenure, ICI’s 75 exhibitions featuring more than 1,700 artists were seen at more than 360 institutions and alternative spaces in the US, Europe, Canada, and Mexico. Sollins was formerly the Visual Arts Consultant for Thirteen/WNET’s Emmy and Peabody Award-winning arts magazine City Arts; serves on the Boards of the MacDowell Colony and ICI, and has been a panelist for the NEA, NYSCA, and New York’s Percent for Art program. Early in her career, Sollins was the Curator of Education (Chief, Museum Programs) at the Smithsonian’s American Art Museum, and Curator of its Discovery Gallery, which showcased contemporary art. In her private life, as the wife of the late composer Earle Brown, she has been actively involved in the world of contemporary music for many years.
……….

Migs Wright, Associate Producer

Since joining Art21 in 1997, Migs Wright has worked on many facets of the Art21 organization. In addition to her role as Associate Producer of the Art:21 – Art in the Twenty-First Century television series, Wright also serves as President of the Art21 Board of Trustees. Her husband, Bing Wright, is a photographer; they have two sons.
……….

Catherine Tatge, Director/Filmmaker

Catherine Tatge has been director/filmmaker for all four seasons of the Art:21 series. She produces extensively for PBS and has won many awards, including an Emmy, for her work. In addition to her acclaimed programs for Bill Moyers (Joseph Campbell: The Power of Myth; What Can We Do About Violence?), Tatge’s broad experience extends to many cultural documentaries. For American Masters on PBS, Tatge produced and directed Robert Motherwell and the New York School: Storming the Citadel as well as Martha Graham: The Dancer Revealed. She also produced Tennessee Williams: Orpheus of the American Stage, funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities, and was the series producer/director of a four-hour documentary series funded by IBM entitled The Creative Spirit. 

……….

Charles Atlas, Director/Filmmaker/Video Artist
Charles Atlas has been producing film and video works since the mid-1970s and currently serves as a director for Art:21.  Much of his recent output in these media has been the result of commissioned works for television in the U.S. and Europe. His film, Merce Cunningham: A Lifetime of Dance, won a “best documentary” award at Dance Screen 2000 in Monaco.  His documentary feature, The Legend of Leigh Bowery, was commissioned by ARTE France and had a theatrical release in the US in 2004.  Atlas has created several large-scale, mixed media video installations which have been exhibited at the Whitney Museum of American Art; the Aldrich Museum for Contemporary Art, CT; and the Centre Pompidou, Paris. Other installation and video work has been shown at galleries and museums in New York and throughout Europe and the US. Atlas’ most recent video art work has focused on live video installation and performance. Turning, his live video/music collaboration with Antony and the Johnsons, toured Europe in the fall of 2006, Instant Fame, a live video/portrait show was presented in November 2006 at the Vilma Gold Gallery in London, and his live video/music collaboration with musician Christian Fennesz was presented at the Imax Theatre at the British Film Institute in March 2007 and will tour Europe in the fall. Atlas is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, three "Bessie" (New York Dance and Performance) Awards, and the 2006 Foundation for Contemporary Arts biennial John Cage Award.  
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Eve –Laure Moros Ortega, Series Producer

Eve-Laure Moros Ortega, Series Producer of the Art:21 – Art in the Twenty-First Century television series, has worked in film and television for more than 15 years on documentaries and independent feature films. Prior to her work on Art in the Twenty-First Century she worked on projects with Oscar-winning directors Deborah Dickson and Bill Fertik, MacArthur Fellow Yvonne Rainer, Amir Naderi, and Curious Pictures, among others. Moros Ortega holds a B.A. in Political Science and Art History from Barnard College, where she was awarded honors for her work on postmodern art, and an M.A. in Cinema Studies from New York University. She has been a panelist for NYSCA, and is also the Producer/Director of Made in Thailand, a documentary about women factory workers in Thailand who are struggling to form labor unions. Made in Thailand, funded by the Soros Open Society Institute, the Jerome Foundation, and others, was nominated by the International Documentary Association as best documentary short, and is currently distributed by Women Make Movies, as well as through a grassroots outreach campaign funded by the Paul Robeson Fund.
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