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AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: 
MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE
Sunday, December 27, 2009
10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS

– Documentary Traces the Life Story of America’s Premier Sculptor of the 19th and early 20th Centuries –
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	Historian Henry Adams commissioned this monument for the grave of his wife. The monument was installed in 1891 in Rock Creek Cemetery in Washington, DC.

Credit: National Park Service, Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site; Gregory Schwarz, photographer


“There is no greater artistic genius living in this or any other country.”

– President Teddy Roosevelt (1907)
AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE is a new feature documentary that serves as an intimate personal and professional portrait of the great American sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens (1848-1907). The program airs Sunday, December 27, 2009, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS. Actor Victor Garber narrates.
Although millions today see Saint-Gaudens’ work in museums and public places, few know the man behind the art. Trained in Paris and Rome, Saint-Gaudens is considered America’s premier sculptor of the 19th and early 20th centuries. During a career that spanned three decades, Saint-Gaudens created nearly 150 works of art, from major public monuments to sensitive portrait reliefs to the gold coins that changed the look of American coinage. This film re-introduces Saint-Gaudens to the American public and helps make the audience aware of his significant contributions to American art and culture. The sculptor’s artwork, filmed in high definition, is now available in ways never seen before. 

Tracing Saint-Gaudens’ life from his birth in Dublin, Ireland, to his work in New York City and training in Europe, to his death in Cornish, New Hampshire, AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE discusses how his projects ranged in scope from heroic-size monuments to small portraits in relief, including cameos and coins. The story of his life is woven around in-depth studies of several his major works of art, including the contemplative Standing Lincoln in Chicago; the intensely moving Shaw Memorial on Boston Common; the powerful Sherman Monument in Manhattan; the serenely beautiful Diana, now in the Philadelphia Museum of Art; and the stirring Adams Memorial in Washington, DC.

Through interviews with renowned art historians and politicians, including Yale professor Vincent Scully, Princeton University’s John Wilmerding and former Secretary of State Gen. Colin Powell, the documentary secures Saint-Gaudens’ reputation as a leader among artists and the first to integrate architecture, landscape design and monumental sculpture. Often compared to the great artists of the Italian Renaissance, Saint-Gaudens invigorated sculpture in the United States and raised it to new heights during his lifetime by using a style inspired by classical tradition but still uniquely American. Pulitzer Prize-winning author David McCullough says AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE is “first rate — beautifully composed, intelligent and, most important of all, it brings Saint-Gaudens center stage, right where he belongs, as one of the most gifted and powerful artists of his time.”
The Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site, a unit of the National Park Service, contains the largest collection of Saint-Gaudens’ works in the world and features the sculptor’s home, studios and gardens in Cornish, New Hampshire. Incorporated in 1919, the Saint-Gaudens Memorial, in cooperation with the Saint-Gaudens NHS, promotes public appreciation of the life and work of the sculptor.
Paul Sanderson, producer/director and president of Our Town Films, has won more than 30 national awards, including seven CINE Golden Eagles. His programs have appeared on PBS, NBC, The Discovery Channel, A&E Network, The History Channel and CNBC.
AUGUSTUS SAINT-GAUDENS: MASTER OF AMERICAN SCULPTURE will be available from PBS Home Video: ShopPBS.org; 800-531-4727, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Underwriters: National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, Forbes Foundation, New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, The Byrne Foundation, National Park Foundation, New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, Citizens Bank, Getz Charitable Trust, Chicago-Soft, Public Service of New Hampshire Stacks, Mascoma Savings Bank Foundation, James Tasker Covered Bridge Fund, James Graham & Sons, Tim Forbes and Anne S. Harrison, John Kagan and Ute Wartenberg-Kagan and David M. Roby
Producer: Augustus Saint-Gaudens Memorial in collaboration with the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site
Presenter: New Hampshire Public Television
Executive producers: BJ Dunn and Byron Bell
Producer/director/writer/photographer/sound: Paul G. Sanderson III, Our Town Films, Inc.
Format: CC Stereo HD 

– PBS –

CONTACTS: Gregory Schwarz, Saint-Gaudens NHS, 603-675-2175, Gregory_C_Schwarz@nps.gov
Paul Sanderson, Our Town Films, 201-401-3908, Paul@OurTownFilms.com
For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom. 
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