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AUSTIN CITY LIMITS WELCOMES PEARL JAM 

NEW HOUR-LONG EPISODE PREMIERES NOVEMBER 21 ON PBS

When Pearl Jam arrived in Austin to tape their first-ever appearance on the famed AUSTIN CITY LIMITS television show their new self-released album Backspacer had just landed atop the Billboard charts, giving the band their first number one album in more than a decade. The band would go on to headline the Austin City Limits Festival the next day and wow the crowd of 65,000 in attendance, but for the 320 or so gathered in the famed Studio 6 for the taping on October 3, this night would be hard to top. 

Accompanied occasionally by an Austin based 4-piece string section (Will Taylor – viola,

Leah Zeger – violin, Jamie Desautels – violin, Shawn Sanders – cello) and joined once by fellow ACL Season 35 performer Ben Harper, Pearl Jam delivered a set that was both inspired and precise, playing songs from their new album alongside older tracks. Clearly enjoying the intimate experience, Eddie Vedder likened the ACL studio and it’s renowned acoustics to “…driving an old Buick.” 

“I sometimes wonder how many more ‘firsts’ can there be, but I never dreamed I’d see the day that Pearl Jam would appear on the ACL stage, especially considering they seldom do TV,” said ACL producer Terry Lickona.  “This will go down as one of our all-time classic shows, and one of the best Pearl Jam performances ever captured.  There are some musical and emotional highs that gave me goose bumps.”

Pearl Jam on ACL set list:  Just Breathe, The End, The Fixer, Johnny Guitar, Amongst the Waves, Unthought Unknown, Army Reserve, Do the Evolution, Lukin, Red Mosquito (with Ben Harper), Inside Job, Porch
The 35th anniversary season of AUSTIN CITY LIMITS draws from a deep talent pool, including upcoming shows by the new rock supergroup Them Crooked Vultures (Dave Grohl, Josh Homme and John Paul Jones), as well as performances by some of the biggest names in contemporary music including Allen Toussaint, Kris Kristofferson and Steve Earle. Previous shows from this historic season have featured Dave Matthews Band, Elvis Costello, Kenny Chesney and more.

Amidst the abundance of established performers, ACL continues its tradition of presenting the finest in emerging talent, with upcoming episodes featuring Madeleine Peyroux, Esperanza Spalding, Heartless Bastards and The Avett Brothers. ACL will also feature its first hip-hop episode featuring renowned rapper Mos Def and the rising Somali-Canadian rapper/poet K’Naan.

The 35th season follows recognition by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, which honored AUSTIN CITY LIMITS by recently unveiling an historic marker at the ACL studio and officially designating AUSTIN CITY LIMITS an historic rock and roll landmark.

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS

SEASON 35 BROADCAST SCHEDULE

(check local listings for exact dates and times)

October 3, 2009    

Dave Matthews Band 

October 10, 2009   

Ben Harper and Relentless7 

October 17, 2009   

Kenny Chesney 

October 24, 2009    

Andrew Bird / St. Vincent 

October 31, 2009    

M. Ward / Okkervil River 

November 7, 2009    

Elvis Costello / Band of Heathens

November 14, 2009   
 
Willie Nelson & Asleep at the Wheel 

November 21, 2009    

Pearl Jam

January 9, 2010    

Allen Toussaint

January 16, 2010    

K’Naan / Mos Def

January 23, 2010   

The Avett Brothers / Heartless Bastards 

January 30, 2010   

Steve Earle / Kris Kristofferson 

February 6, 2010    

Esperanza Spalding / Madeleine Peyroux

February 13, 2010    

Them Crooked Vultures 

AUSTIN CITY LIMITS: "Great Music. No Limits." Now the longest-running music series in American television history, ACL showcases popular music legends and innovators from every genre. In addition to being honored by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum as a rock and roll landmark, AUSTIN CITY LIMITS is the only television program to ever receive the National Medal of Arts, the nation's highest award for artistic excellence. Broadcast in high-definition and 5.1-surround sound, the show is produced by KLRU-TV and airs on PBS stations nationwide. 

Funding for Austin City Limits is provided in part by AMD, Budweiser Select and the Austin Convention Center Department.  Additional funding provided by the Friends of Austin City Limits.

 
To learn more about the show and the more than 800 artists who have appeared on it, visit austincitylimits.org. Also contact Deb Bernardini at 413.529-0300 or deb@dbmpr.com.
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