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Dolley Madison, America’s First Lady, comes to PBS’s American Experience 
-- Premieres on air and online for National Women’s History Month, 
March 1, 2010 at 9pm ET (check local listings) --


Dolley Madison lived through two wars, knew the first twelve Presidents, and watched America evolve from a struggling young republic to the first modern democracy in the world. At a time when women could neither vote nor participate officially in politics, Dolley Madison, wife of the fourth president James Madison, became one of the most influential and best loved figures of her day. When she died in 1849 at the age of 81—one of the last remaining members of the founding generation—Washington City honored her with the largest state funeral the capital had ever seen. 
[image: image2.png]On Monday, March 1, 2010, PBS’s American Experience will premiere Dolley Madison, a 90-minute portrait of the woman who transformed the previously undefined role of the President’s wife and became America’s “first” First Lady. 

Dolley Madison features interviews with NPR senior news analyst and bestselling author Cokie Roberts (Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our Nation), historian Catherine Allgor (A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation), presidential historian Richard Norton Smith, and more. A distinguished cast of actors includes Tony Award-nominee Eve Best (Nurse Jackie) as Dolley Madison and Tony Award-winner Jefferson Mays as James Madison.  Dolley Madison is a production of tpt National Productions in association with Middlemarch Films for American Experience.

When James Madison became president in 1809, both America and its capital in Washington were still new and struggling to establish a national style.  “Throughout the world at that time, rulers wore crowns, sat on thrones and expected people to bow down to them,” says producer and director Muffie Meyer.  “How should a democratic republic express its power and legitimacy?  How should a President act?   These were all still unresolved questions when the Madisons came to Washington.” 
As the president’s wife, Dolley Madison created a uniquely American style—one that combined power with republican values. She presided over the first Inaugural Ball in Washington, opening it to the public; she took charge of transforming the President’s House into a public space that was both elegant and democratic; and as her successors have done ever since, she adopted a social cause of her own, building an orphanage and advocating for children left parentless by the War of 1812.
An accomplished political hostess, Dolley Madison threw open the White House to weekly parties so crowded they were called “squeezes.” During one of the most bitterly divided periods in Washington, she encouraged political enemies to set aside their differences. “She used the social world to bring everybody in the room together,” says historian Catherine Allgor, “and they learned to work together in bipartisan ways—ways that, it turns out, were absolutely necessary for building a democracy.”

Under Dolley Madison, the ill defined role of the President’s wife became a public position for the first time. “Dolley very consciously cooked up a formula” says First Lady biographer Carl Sferrazza Anthony, “one that straddled the line between queen and commoner and which ultimately became the formula for a genuinely successful First Lady in her time and ours.”
During the War of 1812, with British troops invading Washington, Dolley Madison rescued the portrait of George Washington that hung in the White House, recognizing that it had enormous symbolic importance to a young country at war.  

Dolley Madison looks at both Dolley’s public achievements and at her often troubled private life—in particular, her relationship with her only son, a drinker and gambler who almost ruined her final years.
“Dolley Madison lived in a culture that had no place for a woman in the political spotlight,” says program executive producer Catherine Allan. “That she became an influential member of the founding era in spite of her gender is a testament to both her social skills and political acumen.”

 “Modern First Ladies are an influential overt political force,” says executive producer Mark Samels. “In recent times they have acted as policy makers, diplomats, hostesses, charity workers, and national role models. But that wouldn’t have been possible without Dolley Madison, who set the stage for all of her successors to come.”
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ABOUT AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Television’s most-watched history series, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been hailed as “peerless” (Wall Street Journal), “the most consistently enriching program on television” (Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose” (Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. Acclaimed by viewers and critics alike, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major broadcast award, including twenty-four Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and fourteen George Foster Peabody Awards, one most recently for Two Days in October.

ABOUT tpt NATIONAL PRODUCTIONS

tpt National Productions is among the primary content producers for the public television system.  In addition to crafting award-winning series, documentaries and specials including the Emmy Award-winning Benjamin Franklin; the Peabody Award-winning Liberty! The Revolution; the American Experience documentary Hamilton, and the Academy Award-nominated Hoop Dreams, which was voted the Top Documentary of All Time by the International Documentary Association., tpt National Productions amplifies its reach and impact through innovative websites, educational outreach programs and community engagement initiatives.  By creating informative and entertaining content, tpt National Productions deeply engages millions of adults and children around the nation and the world. For more information visit www.tpt.org/national. 

ABOUT WGBH

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcaster, producing such celebrated national PBS series as Masterpiece, Antiques Roadshow, Frontline, Nova, American Experience, Arthur, Curious George and more than a dozen other award-winning primetime, lifestyle and children’s series. WGBH is the leading producer of online content for pbs.org—one of the most-visited dot-org sites on the Internet—a major producer for public radio and a pioneer in developing educational multimedia and new technologies that make media accessible for people with disabilities. For its efforts, WGBH has been recognized with hundreds of honors, including Oscars, Emmys, Peabodys and duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards. Visit WGBH on the Web at www.wgbh.org.
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