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The Mine Wars

About the Participants (in alphabetical order)

Thomas Andrews is an associate professor of history at the University of Colorado Boulder. His first book, Killing for Coal: America’s Deadliest Labor War (Harvard University Press, 2008), won six awards, including the Bancroft Prize.

Rebecca Bailey is an associate professor of history at Northern Kentucky University and author of Matewan Before the Massacre (WVU Press, 2008).

Jean Battlo is the daughter of coal miner Fortunato Battaglia, who came to southern West Virginia from Calabria, Italy with his brother Antonio. Jean lives in Kimball, West Virginia where she is a local historian and playwright. 

David Corbin is the author of Life, Work, and Rebellion in the Coal Fields (University of Illinois Press, 1989), and editor of The West Virginia Mine Wars: An Anthology (Appalachian Editions, 1998) and Gun Thugs, Rednecks, and Radicals: A Documentary History of the West Virginia Mine Wars (PM Press, 2011). 

Doug Estepp grew up near Matewan in Mingo County, West Virginia. A local historian, Estepp offers West Virginia Mine Wars tours through his company Coal Country Tours.

Rosemary Feurer is a professor of history at Northern Illinois University and the lead historian for the Mother Jones Heritage Project.

Beverly Gage is a professor of history at Yale University.

Denise Giardina is a writer and former professor in the English department of West Virginia State University. She was born in West Virginia and raised in a coal mining camp in McDowell County. Her acclaimed 1987 novel Storming Heaven presents the story of coal miners in the early 20th century from multiple perspectives.

James Green, Professor Emeritus of History at the University of Massachusetts Boston, is the author of The Devil Is Here in These Hills, on which the film is partially based. 

John Hennen is a professor of history at Morehead State University and author of The Americanization of West Virginia: Creating a Modern Industrial State, 1916-1925 (University Press of Kentucky, 1996). 

Chuck Keeney is a West Virginia historian and the great-grandson of labor activist Frank Keeney. A member of the West Virginia Mine Wars Museum board of directors, he is an editor of Defending the Homeland: Historical Perspectives on Radicalism, Terrorism and State Responses.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ronald Lewis is Professor Emeritus of History at West Virginia University and has written extensively on the history of West Virginia. He is the author of Black Coal Miners in America: Race, Class, and Community Conflict, 1780-1980 and Transforming the Appalachian Countryside: Railroads, Deforestation, and Social Change in West Virginia, 1880-1920.

Paul Rakes is a historian and professor at WVU’s Institute of Technology. He is a third-generation coal miner who was born in a West Virginia coal camp and worked in the coal industry for 20 years before becoming a historian. 

Carl Starr, Sr., a Matewan resident and former coal miner, is related to some of the mine war participants. He is the nephew of Sally Chambers, whose husband, Ed Chambers, was murdered along with Sid Hatfield on the steps of the McDowell County Courthouse on August 1, 1921.

Joe William Trotter, Jr. is the Giant Eagle Professor of History and Social Justice at Carnegie Mellon University and has written extensively on U.S. labor and African American history. A West Virginia native, Trotter wrote Coal, Class, and Color: Blacks in Southern West Virginia, 1915-32.

Ellis Ray Williams, a former educator and World War II veteran, is the son of South Carolina sharecroppers. In 1927, his father moved the family to McDowell County in southern West Virginia to get a job in the coal industry. 

John Alexander Williams is the author of West Virginia and the Captains of Industry, and West Virginia: A History.
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