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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE: JFK
Encore Broadcast
Monday and Tuesday, August 8-9, 2016
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ](BOSTON, MA) —Forever enshrined in myth by an assassin’s bullet, John F. Kennedy’s presidency has often defied objective appraisal. Part of the Peabody Award-winning AMERICAN EXPERIENCE collection The Presidents, this portrait offers a fresh assessment of the man, his accomplishments, and his unfulfilled promise. JFK features interviews with Kennedy family members and historians including Robert Dallek, Robert Caro, and Evan Thomas. JFK will have an encore broadcast on Monday and Tuesday, August 8-9, 2016, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS. 

JFK provides a look at an enigmatic man who remains one of the nation’s most beloved and mourned leaders. Beginning with Kennedy’s childhood years as the privileged but sickly second son of one of the wealthiest men in America, the film explores his early political career as a lackluster congressman, his successful run for the U.S. Senate, and the game-changing presidential campaign that made him the youngest elected president in U.S. history. With the benefit of recently opened archives, the film recounts his struggles with life-threatening illnesses and his efforts to keep them hidden from the public. JFK offers perspectives on his complicated private life, including his relationship with his wife, his close connection to his younger brother, Robert, and his complex bond with his powerful father. It also reevaluates Kennedy’s strengths and weaknesses in the Oval Office as he navigated some of the most explosive events of the 20th century: the disastrous failure at the Bay of Pigs, the urgent demands of an increasingly impatient civil rights movement, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the escalating conflict in Southeast Asia.

JFK is part of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE’s The Presidents series, which has won dozens of awards including Emmys, Peabodys, and duPont-Columbia Journalism Awards. “With our presidential biographies, we strive for a better understanding of the men who have held the office,” said AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Executive Producer Mark Samels. “While we’re interested in the decisions they made, we also want to know why they made them — what in their lives led to a particular worldview? What shaped these men and how did those factors in turn shape our country?”

“John F. Kennedy is an iconic figure in American politics, known for his soaring rhetoric and the youthful energy and glamour he brought to the presidency,” said filmmaker Susan Bellows. “However, he wasn’t a born politician, and he struggled with debilitating health challenges throughout his life. Our film looks at his journey to the Oval Office, the ambition that propelled him there, and how he navigated one of the most pivotal eras in American history.”

Episode Descriptions

Part One follows JFK’s rise to power from his birth to his election as president in 1960 — the youngest man ever to be elected to the office. With illuminating interviews from family members including sister Jean Kennedy Smith and niece Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, historian Robert Dallek and author Robert Caro, this episode offers insight into Kennedy’s early years, from his transformation from a sickly youth to Washington’s most eligible bachelor to the nation’s president.

Part Two follows Kennedy into the White House through his assassination and the unfulfilled promise of his presidency. Offering assessments of the successes and failures of his tenure, this episode features frank appraisals by administration officials including John Seigenthaler, Thomas Hughes, and Harris Wofford, civil rights leaders Andrew Young and Julian Bond, and journalists Evan Thomas and Richard Reeves.

JFK is produced and directed by Susan Bellows and written by Mark Zwonitzer. Editors: Jon Neuburger and Glenn Fukushima. Cinematographers: Buddy Squires, Allen Moore, and Michael Chin. Narrator: Oliver Platt. Original Music: Joel Goodman.

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is a production of WGBH Boston. Senior Producer: Susan Bellows. Managing Director: James E. Dunford. Executive Producer: Mark Samels.

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE recently launched The Presidents, an all-new digital portal showcasing more than 750 assets from the Peabody Award-winning collection of films about our nation’s most important leaders. The portal allows viewers to screen full-length films, delve deeper with experts and living witnesses, and examine more than 200 primary source documents. Video galleries on The Presidents site explore how different presidents faced issues including the economy, war, dealing with a crisis, and abuses of power.

The National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), an independent federal agency, has been a major funder of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE’S The Presidents for more than 20 years.

Films from The Presidents series are available on DVD at shopPBS.org or wherever DVDs are sold. Films are also available to download on iTunes.

Exclusive corporate funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance. Major funding provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Major funding for The Presidents provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities: Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence. Additional funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston. 

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
For more than 28 years, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been the nation’s most-watched television history series. It has been hailed as “peerless” (The Wall Street Journal), “the most consistently enriching program on television” (Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose” (Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. Acclaimed by viewers and critics alike, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major industry award, including 30 Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and 17 George Foster Peabody Awards; the series received an Academy Award® nomination for Best Documentary Feature in 2015 for Last Days in Vietnam. 

Press Contacts:
CaraMar, Inc.
Mary Lugo		 770-623-8190 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		 908-244-5516		abbe.harris@caramar.net

For further information and photos visit http://www.pbs.org/pressroom

Signature Image Credit: © WGBH Educational Foundation. Image of John F. Kennedy © Ted Spiegel/CORBIS.
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