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e was brilliant, argumentative, sometimes irascible. She was a savvy observer of the tumultuous

political scene, not afraid to speak her mind in an age when women were excluded from politics.

They endured long separations and painful defeats, but John and Abigail Adams formed one of the
greatest political partnerships in American history, and forged a marriage that sustained them for the
whole of their lives.

In the tradition of its award-winning presidential biographies, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE presents
John & Abigail Adams from writer-producer Elizabeth Deane (Reconstruction: The Second Civil War, The Kennedys,
Nixon) and director Peter Jones (Bataan Rescue, The Great Transatlantic Cable). A trio of formidable actors—
Simon Russell Beale (John Adams), Linda Emond (Abigail Adams), and James Barbour (Thomas Jefferson)
—is joined by historians, including David McCullough, author of the bestselling John Adams and the recent
17706, Joanne Freeman, Joseph Ellis and others, who provide insight on the couple and their legacy.

“The Adams story provides a strikingly intimate look inside a marriage of true companions,” says
Deane, “for whom life included not just the great events memorialized in textbooks, but also laughter,
loneliness, and family tragedy.”

To present the couple’s story in their own words, Deane drew extensively on the more than one
thousand Adams letters that survive. Born of their lengthy time apart—]John served his country at the
Continental Congress in Philadelphia and as a diplomat in Europe—their revealing, often deeply personal
correspondence chronicles both an inspiring political marriage and the birth of a nation. Of their separations,
Abigail wrote to John, “I consider it a sacrifice to my country, and one of my greatest misfortunes.” She also
describes her struggles with loneliness, the pain of bearing a stillborn child, and the fear of losing other
children to disease. John writes of being cold-shouldered in the Congress, his feelings of uselessness, and the
couple’s contentious relationship with their many-sided friend and sometime enemy, Thomas Jefferson.

A visionary and gifted political thinker, Adams moved a reluctant Congress to declare independence
from England, and single-handedly secured millions of dollars in loans to keep the American army from
collapse during the Revolutionary War. Later, he was named the first US ambassador to England. He penned
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the Massachusetts constitution, which would serve as the basis for the US constitution. He was the
nation’s first vice president, and its second president. Through it all, Abigail remained his most trusted
political advisor and confidante, as well as his dearest friend. “She was a better judge of people than he
was,” says McCullough in the film. “She was a much more insightful politician, if you will. She adored
him and he adored her. It's a great love story. And it’s all in their letters.”

Despite his accomplishments, John was racked with self-doubt and convinced that he would be
forgotten. “Statues and monuments will never be erected to me,” he wrote near the end of his life, “nor
flattering orations spoken, to transmit me to posterity in brilliant colors.”

“To a great extent, John Adams’ fears that his contributions would be forgotten were realized,”
says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive producer Mark Samels. “This film will play a role in allowing John
and Abigail take their place among the other great leaders of our nation.”

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Simon Russell Beale ¢ John Adams

Simon Russell Beale has done extensive work with both the Royal Shakespeare Company
and the National Theatre in London. He was awarded the 2003 Laurence Olivier Theatre
Award for Best Actor for his performance in Uncle Vanya, for which he also received the
London Evening Standard Theatre Award for Best Actor and the London Critics Circle
Theatre Award for Best Actor. Beale was appointed CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
List in 2003.

Linda Emond e Abigail Adams

Hailed as “wondrous” by The New York Times for her 2004 turn in Chekhov’s The Cherry
Orchard, Emond won an Obie for her role in Tony Kushner's Homebody/Kabul and earned
a Tony nomination for her work in Life x 3 on Broadway. Emond has previously portrayed
Abigail Adams in the Broadway rendition of 1776. She has appeared in the feature film
Pollock and in episodes of Law & Order, Third Watch, and The Sopranos.

James Barbour ¢ Thomas Jefferson

James Barbour has starred on Broadway in such Tony Award-winning shows as Beauty

and the Beast, Carousel, Urinetown, and Jane Eyre, for which he won a Drama League Award.
His television credits include appearances on Sex and the City, Ed, That’s Life and PBS’
Great Performances in a tribute to Oscar Hammerstein.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES continued

Elizabeth Deane o Writer and producer

Elizabeth Deane has produced some of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE'S most-watched

and acclaimed specials, including Ulysses S. Grant, The Rockefellers, Nixon, Reconstruction:
The Second Civil War, and the Emmy Award-winning The Kennedys. Deane was also
creator and executive producer of Rock & Roll, which was nominated for an Emmy Award
and for the BAFTA, Britain's most prestigious television award. She was senior producer
for War and Peace in the Nuclear Age and a producer for the landmark series Vietnam:

A Television History.

Peter Jones o Director

Peter Jones has produced films for the BBC, Channel 4, and the PBS series

AMERICAN ExPERIENCE, Nova, and NATURE. His other credits for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
include Bataan Rescue and The Great Transatlantic Cable. In 1990, his series The Trials

of Life won a BAFTA award, and in 1991 Jones was honored at the Telluride Film Festival
with a tribute to his work. In 2002, he directed Escape from Berlin for Nova and the Emmy
Award-winning Galileo’s Daughter for Channel Four. His other credits include the six-part
series Triumph of Life; In Search of Human Origins; Mystery of the Senses; and

Einstein Revealed.

Sharon Grimberg o Series producer, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

As series producer, Sharon Grimberg plays a key role in the origination, development,
and acquisition of films on American history. She co-produced Secrets of a Master Builder
for AMERICAN ExPERIENCE which aired in October 2000 and produced Miss India
Georgia which aired on PBS in 1997. From 1992 to 1995 Grimberg worked as a writer
and associate producer for CNN Headline News. Her work has also been broadcast on
the Discovery Channel and NPR.

Mark Samels o Executive producer, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
Mark Samels has been instrumental in bringing the AMERICAN EXPERIENCE recognition
as a leading presenter of world-class documentaries to a wide audience through broadcast
on PBS. Under Samels’ leadership, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE productions have been honored
with nearly every industry award, including the Peabody Award, PrimetimeEmmys, the
duPont-Columbia Journalism Award, Writers Guild Awards, Oscar nominations, Audience
and Grand Jury Awards at the Sundance Film Festival, and the Eric Barnouw Award from
the Organization of American Historians.

In 2004, Samels launched WGBH’s History Unit, supervising its first production,
They Made America. Samels also directed and co-wrote AMERICAN EXPERIENCE’S A Brilliant
Madness, a biography of the Nobel Prize-winning mathematician and schizophrenic John
Nash. Samels is a founding member of the International Documentary Association and
serves on the advisory council of the World Congress of History Producers. An independent
documentary filmmaker and television producer since 1979, he is a graduate of the
University of Wisconsin.
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CREDITS

Simon Russell Beale as John Adams
Linda Emond as Abigail Adams

James Barbour as Thomas Jefferson
Written and produced by Elizabeth Deane
Directed by Peter Jones

Edited by David Espar

Field producer: Cathleen O’Connell
Original concept developed by Paul Taylor
Director of photography for dramatic sequences:
Brian McDairmant

Original music by Steve Porcaro

Narrator: David Ogden Stiers

Major funding for this program provided by the National
Endowment for the Humanities. Additional funding provid-
ed by the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations and American
Playhouse.

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommendations
expressed in this program do not necessarily represent those
of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Major funding for AMErIcaN ExPERIENCE is provided by
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. National corporate funding
is provided by Liberty Mutual and The Scotts Company.
Additional funding is provided by the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting and by public television viewers.

AMERICAN ExPERIENCE is a production of WGBH Boston.
Sharon Grimberg, series producer
Mark Samels, executive producer

ACCESSIBILITY

AMERricaN ExperIENCE is closed captioned for deaf and
hard-of-hearing viewers, and described for people who
are blind or visually impaired by the Media Access Group
at WGBH. The descriptive narration is available on the
SAP channel of stereo TVs and VCRs.

ABOUT AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, television's most-watched history
series, is a leading producer of historical documentaries,
related Web sites, and DVDs. The pioneer of quality
historical programming for public television audiences,
AmEericaN ExpErIENCE has won every prestigious
broadcast award and enjoys consistent widespread support
from television critics and viewers alike.

For more information about AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
and John & Abigail Adams, visit the World Wide Web:
pbs.org/americanexperience.

ABOUT WGBH BOSTON

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcasting
producer. More than one-third of PBS’s prime-time lineup
and companion Web content as well as many public radio
favorites are produced by WGBH. The station also is a
pioneer in educational multimedia and in access technologies
for people with disabilities. For more information visit
wgbh.org.

Download press materials and images for John & Abigail
Adams and other AMERICAN EXPERIENCE programs at
pbs.org/pressroom and pressroom.wgbh.org.

PRESS CONTACTS Daphne B. Noyes

WGBH Boston

617.300.5344
daphne_noyes@wgbh.org

Johanna Baker

WGBH New York
212.661.9445
johanna_baker@wgbh.org

Lauren Prestileo

WGBH Boston
617.300.5329
lauren_prestileo@wgbh.org

PHOTOGRAPHY Jen Holmes

CONTACT WGBH Boston
617.300.5388
jen_holmes@wgbh.org
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Download press materials and images for

John & Abigail Adams
and other AMERICAN EXPERIENCE programs at
pbs.org/pressroom and pressroom.wgbh.org.

A l|ll{|lllll|lllllll I

©OWGBH EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION JULY 2005




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


