AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
“John and Abigail Adams”

He was brilliant, argumentative, sometimes irascible. She was a savvy observer of the tumultuous political scene, not afraid to speak her mind in an age when women were excluded from politics. They endured long separations and painful defeats, but John and Abigail Adams formed one of the greatest political partnerships in American history and forged a marriage that sustained them all their lives.

In the tradition of its award-winning presidential biographies, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE presents “John and Abigail Adams” from writer-producer Elizabeth Deane (“Reconstruction: The Second Civil War,” “The Kennedys,” “Nixon”) and director Peter Jones (“Bataan Rescue,” “The Great Transatlantic Cable”). A trio of formidable actors — Simon Russell Beale (John Adams), Linda Emond (Abigail Adams) and James Barbour (Thomas Jefferson) — is joined by historians, including David McCullough, author of the bestselling John Adams and the recent 1776, Joanne Freeman, Joseph Ellis and others, who provide insight into the couple and their legacy. The program airs on PBS Monday, January 23, 2006, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET. 
“The Adams story provides a strikingly intimate look inside a marriage of true companions,” says Deane, “for whom life included not just the great events memorialized in textbooks, but also laughter, loneliness and family tragedy.”

To present the couple’s story in their own words, Deane drew extensively on the more than 1,000 Adams letters that survive. Born of their lengthy time apart — John served his country at the Continental Congress in Philadelphia and as a diplomat in Europe — their revealing, often deeply personal correspondence chronicles both an inspiring political marriage and the birth of a nation. Of their separations, Abigail wrote to John, “I consider it a sacrifice to my country, and one of my greatest misfortunes.” She also describes her struggles with loneliness, the pain of bearing a stillborn child and the fear of losing other children to disease. John writes of being cold-shouldered in the Congress, his feelings of uselessness and the couple’s contentious relationship with their friend and sometime enemy Thomas Jefferson.

A visionary and gifted political thinker, Adams moved a reluctant Congress to declare independence from England, and single-handedly secured millions of dollars in loans to keep the American army from collapse during the Revolutionary War. Later, he was named the first U.S. ambassador to England. He penned the Massachusetts constitution, which would serve as the basis for the U.S. constitution. He was the nation’s first vice president and its second president. Through it all, Abigail remained his most trusted political advisor and confidante, as well as his dearest friend. “She was a better judge of people than he was,” says McCullough in “John and Abigail Adams.” “She was a much more insightful politician, if you will. She adored him and he adored her. It’s a great love story. And it’s all in their letters.”

Despite his accomplishments, John was racked with self-doubt and convinced that he would be forgotten. “Statues and monuments will never be erected to me,” he wrote near the end of his life, “nor flattering orations spoken, to transmit me to posterity in brilliant colors.”

“To a great extent, John Adams’ fears that his contributions would be forgotten were realized,” says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive producer Mark Samels. “This film will play a role in allowing John and Abigail to take their place among the other great leaders of our nation.”
Underwriters: Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, Liberty Mutual, The Scotts Company, National Endowment for the Humanities, Arthur Vining Davis Foundations, American Playhouse, Public Television Viewers, PBS and Corporation for Public Broadcasting. Producer: WGBH Boston. Producer/writer: Elizabeth Deane. Director: Peter Jones. Editor: David Espar. Narrator: David Ogden Stiers. Series executive producer: Mark Samels. Series producer: Sharon Grimberg. Format: CC Stereo DVI Letterbox/Widescreen where available. Online: pbs.org
– PBS –

CONTACT: Daphne B. Noyes, WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5344; daphne_noyes@wgbh.org
Lauren Prestileo WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5329; lauren_prestileo@wgbh.org

Jen Holmes (photography), WGBH, Tel.: 617/300-5388; jen_holmes@wgbh.org


