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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Murder of a President
Premieres Tuesday, February 2, 2016
9:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS



[image: ](BOSTON, MA) — Based on Candice Millard’s best-seller Destiny of the Republic, Murder of a President is the story of James A. Garfield, one of the most extraordinary men ever elected president, his shooting by a deluded madman named Charles Guiteau, and its bizarre and tragic aftermath. Just four months after Garfield took office, Guiteau fired two bullets at the president in a Washington, D.C. train station. Amazingly, Garfield survived, and for the next 79 days, the nation held its breath while his medical team and others — including inventor Alexander Graham Bell — struggled in vain to keep him alive. Featuring Tony Award winner Shuler Hensley as Garfield, Kathryn Erbe (Law & Order: Criminal Intent) as his beloved wife Lucretia, and Will Janowitz (The Sopranos, Boardwalk Empire) as the assassin, the sweeping and dramatic story of Garfield’s life combines science and medicine, party politics and love. Executive produced by Mark Samels, directed by Rob Rapley, and part of the Peabody Award-winning AMERICAN EXPERIENCE series, The Presidents, Murder of a President premieres on Tuesday, February 2, 2016, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS. 

On the morning of July 2, 1881, as Garfield entered the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station, Charles Guiteau shot him twice. The first bullet sliced through the president’s right arm; the second ripped into his back. Guiteau was immediately arrested. 

Just five minutes after the shooting, the first doctor reached the station, and within the hour, he would be joined by nine more physicians. As Garfield fought for his life, his medical team — led by the questionable Dr. Doctor Bliss — administered archaic and unsanitary measures, rejecting the method of antisepsis that had been recently discovered by the British surgeon Joseph Lister. Garfield was transported back to the White House and Bliss assumed control, refusing assistance or opinions from other doctors.  

As Garfield’s life hung in the balance, the nation remained riveted to news reports, and thousands of letters of support poured in for the ailing president. Even Alexander Graham Bell, the recent inventor of the telephone, worked around the clock to invent the first metal detector, a device capable of finding the bullet. 

But Bliss interfered with the metal detector tests, fearing they would reveal that the bullet was lodged in a place other than where he had indicated. Throughout, Lucretia remained at her husband’s side, advocating on his behalf. She brought in another doctor, Garfield’s cousin, but he too was unable to convince Bliss to change course.

Weakened by pain and riddled with infection, Garfield remained stoic and conscious until the end. On September 5th, he asked to be moved to the seashore in Elberon, New Jersey, where train track was laid directly to the door of his borrowed summer home. With Lucretia and his family by his side, Garfield died on September 19, 1881.  

“The 1880s represent a crucial moment in American history. Garfield’s presidency promised to lead the nation into a new and brighter direction. He grew up in terrible poverty and rose to the Presidency on the sheer force of his personality and intellect and truly believed all Americans should have the same opportunity to succeed,” says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Executive Producer Mark Samels.  

“Garfield had come to represent that vision for which the Union had fought,” says historian Heather Cox Richardson. “Garfield believed that everybody should have equality of opportunity and that the government should help them get that. With the assassination of Garfield, that dream, the dream for which the Union had fought, that vision died.”

* * * 
About the Cast

Shuler Hensley (James A. Garfield) most recently starred on Broadway in productions of No Man’s Land (also Berkeley Repertory Theatre) and Waiting for Godot, in repertory, opposite Patrick Stewart, Ian McKellen, and Billy Crudup. He previously appeared on Broadway as The Monster in Young Frankenstein (also the U.S. National Tour), Kerchak in Tarzan, Jud Fry in Oklahoma! (also at The National Theatre and London’s West End - Tony, Drama Desk, Outer Critics Circle and Olivier Awards) and Javert in Les Misérables. He has been seen Off-Broadway in How the Grinch Stole Christmas, Carousel at Avery Fisher Hall with the New York Philharmonic, The Most Happy Fella and Fiorello! (Encores!), The Whale (Lucille Lortel and Obie Awards; Outer Critics Circle, Drama League, and Drama Desk nominations; “Stage Performance of the Year” by New York Magazine) and more. Other credits include the Kennedy Center’s production of The Guardsman directed by Gregory Mosher, Ghost Brothers of Darkland County (Alliance Theatre), All About Us (Westport Playhouse), The Phantom in The Phantom of the Opera (Hamburg, Germany), and The Most Happy Fella (American Songbook/Lincoln Center). TV credits include “Banshee,” “The Americans,” “Ed,” “Deadline,” “Gary Powers,” “Law & Order: SVU,” “Law & Order: Criminal Intent,” and “The Jury.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kathryn Erbe (Lucretia Garfield) is best known for playing Detective Alexandra Eames in “Law & Order: Criminal Intent.” Born in Newton, Massachusetts, Erbe is a veteran of both film and television and has been a working actress since she graduated from New York University in 1989. Erbe’s many television credits include “Oz,” “Homicide: Life on the Street,” the miniseries “George Wallace,” Showtime’s original production of “Naked City: Justice with a Bullet,” “Another World”, and the television movie “Breathing Lessons.” Erbe also gained notice in the 1999 box office hit Stir of Echoes opposite Kevin Bacon and Dream with the Fishes with David Arquette. Erbe is a member of the Steppenwolf Theater Company and has starred in many of their productions including A Streetcar Named Desire as Stella, Curse of the Starving Class, and My Thing of Love. She earned a Tony Award® nomination in 1991 for her portrayal of Mary in Speed of Darkness. Erbe is also an active member of the Atlantic Theatre Company. She recently appeared in Craig Lucas’ Ode to Joy, as Pat Nixon in The Vineyard’s Checkers, as Natasha in Lincoln Center’s Nikolai and The Others, and as Sue in ACT’s Natural Affection. 

Will Janowitz (Charles Guiteau) is a producer, writer, and actor. Most recently, he co-starred in the 2015 Sundance Film Festival film, H. He had recurring roles on HBO’s “Boardwalk Empire” and “The Sopranos” as Finn. Janowitz has guest-starred on FX’s “Louie,” Comedy Central’s “Broad City,” and AMC’s “Mad Men.” He starred in the Ang Lee film Taking Woodstock; other feature credits include David Gordon Green's George Washington. As a writer, Janowitz has developed for FTVS Studios and is currently developing “Bad Lieutenant” for television with Edward Pressman Films. 

About the Participants (in alphabetical order)

Kenneth D. Ackerman, writer and attorney whose books include Dark Horse: The Surprise Election and Political Murder of President James A. Garfield.

Todd Arrington, Chief of Interpretation and Education/Acting Site Manager at the James A. Garfield National Historic Site.

Kathryn Allamong Jacob, author and historian whose works include Capital Elites: High Society in Washington, D.C., After the Civil War.

Mary Lintern, Park Ranger, James A. Garfield National Historic Site.

Candice Millard, author of Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine & the Murder of a President, which was named a best book of the year by The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Kansas City Star and many others, and won multiple awards including the Edgar Award for Best Fact Crime and the PEN Center USA Award for Research Nonfiction. 

Heather Cox Richardson, Professor of History, Boston College, and author of To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party.

Nancy Tomes, State University of New York Distinguished Professor of History, Stony Brook University, whose works include The Gospel of Germs: Men, Women, and the Microbe in American Life.

About the Filmmakers

An Apograph Productions Inc. film for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

	Featuring
	Shuler Hensley, Kathryn Erbe and Will Janowitz

	Directed by
	Rob Rapley

	Produced by
	Rob Rapley, Stephanie Haberman Bordas and Kathryn Lord

	Edited by
	Don Kleszy

	Based on the Book
	Destiny of the Republic by Candice Millard

	Story by
	Paul Taylor

	Telescript by
	Rob Rapley

	Cinematography by
	Tim Cragg

	Music by
	Tom Phillips

	Narrated by
	Michael Murphy



American Experience is a production of WGBH Boston

	Managing Director
	James E. Dunford

	Senior Producer
	Sharon Grimberg

	Executive Producer
	Mark Samels




Rob Rapley (Writer/Director/Producer) has written, produced, and directed a number of films for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE including, most recently, The Poisoner’s Handbook, The Abolitionists, and Wyatt Earp. These three films received two Emmy nominations, a Writers Guild Award, a Writers Guild Award nomination, a Western Heritage Award, and a Western Writers of America Award. Rapley also produced The Greely Expedition, Buffalo Bill, Trail of Tears, and two episodes of PBS’ acclaimed series on the Supreme Court. He was previously nominated for Emmy Awards for his work on Bill Moyers’ Becoming American: The Chinese Experience and Loosely Mozart: The New Innovators of Classical Music. 

Mark Samels (Executive Producer) was named executive producer of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, PBS’ flagship history series, in 2003. Under Samels’ leadership, the series has been honored with nearly every industry award, including the Peabody, Primetime Emmys, the duPont-Columbia Journalism Award, Writers Guild Awards, Oscar nominations, and Sundance Film Festival Audience and Grand Jury Awards. Prior to joining WGBH, Samels worked as an independent documentary filmmaker, an executive producer for several U.S. public television stations, and as a producer for the first co-production between Japanese and American television. A native of Wisconsin, he is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
For more than 27 years, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been television’s most-watched history series. The series has been hailed as “peerless” (The Wall Street Journal), “the most consistently enriching program on television” (Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose” (Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. Acclaimed by viewers and critics alike, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major broadcast award, including 30 Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and 17 George Foster Peabody Awards; the series received an Academy Award® nomination for Best Documentary Feature in 2015 for Last Days in Vietnam.  

Exclusive corporate funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance. Major funding provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Major funding for Murder of a President provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities: Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence. Additional funding provided by The Documentary Investment Group: Gretchen Stone Cook Charitable Foundation; the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston.

*   *   *
Press Contacts:
CaraMar Publicity
Mary Lugo		 770-623-8190 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		 908-244-5516		abbe@caramar.net

For further information and photos visit http://www.pbs.org/pressroom
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EXCLUSIVE CORPORATE FUNDING FOR AMERICAN EXPERIENCE PROVIDED BY LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE. MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION.
MAJOR FUNDING FOR MURDER OF A PRESIDENT PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES: CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE.
ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE DOCUMENTARY INVESTMENT GROUP: GRETCHEN STONE COOK CHARITABLE FOUNDATION; THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC
BROADCASTING AND PUBLIC TELEVISION VIEWERS. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IS PRODUCED FOR PBS BY WGBH BOSTON.

. THE DOCUMENTARY Corporation for
Liberty Alfred P. Sloan Q'% Umanities  /NESTHENT GROUP Pubﬁc Broadcasting m
FOUNDATION FIFTY YEARS Gretchen Stone Cook
%gthlA'lNaC.EO (‘L Gharila:II‘e Fo::dal::m A private corporation funded by the American people

ANY VIEWS, FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, OR RECOMMENDATIONS EXPRESSED IN THIS PROGRAM DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRESENT THOSE OF THE NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES.




