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n August 29th, 2003, a catastrophic hurricane named Katrina made landfall on the Gulf Coast of the

United States. When the skies finally cleared, the survival of a major American city hung in the balance.

For more than two hundred years, that city had been an iconic feature on the national landscape — a vital
port; a cosmopolitan mecca; a sensual, mysterious refuge. Now, the storm had laid it waste, raising a stark
and previously unthinkable question: What exactly would America be without New Orleans?

From director Stephen Ives and writer Michelle Ferrari comes New Orleans, a fascinating portrait
of one of America’s most distinctive and beloved cities: a small French settlement surrounded by water that
ultimately would become the home of America’s biggest party, Mardi Gras, and its most original art form,
jazz; the site of explosive struggles with both integration and segregation, and a proving ground for national
ideas about race, class and equality; a mirror that reflects both the best and the worst in America. An
Insignia Films production for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, New Orleans premieres February 12, 2007 on PBS.
Jeffrey Wright narrates.

Over the course of two compelling hours, the film tells the story of this remarkable city through
revealing first-hand interviews with New Orleans natives and scholars, as well as through rich archival
photographic material and footage that was miraculously spared from the devastation wrought by Katrina.
Bringing the film vividly up to the current moment are verité-style portraits of people now living in or
returning to New Orleans, including restaurateur Leah Chase, “The Queen of Creole Cuisine,” stonemason
Teddy Pierre, and the members of the irreverent Krewe D’Vieux, which was the first Mardi Gras organization
to parade after Katrina. Also featured, both on camera and on the film’s soundtrack, is New Orleans’
cultural ambassador, renowned jazz musician Irvin Mayfield.

“New Orleans has always been a laboratory for the American experiment,” says Ives, “and the
astonishing mingling of peoples there has created the most original urban culture in this country.” From the
very beginning, New Orleans has been, as an observer once called it, “a world in miniature.” French-speaking
Catholics and English-speaking Protestants, slaves and free people of color, Africans and people of mixed race,
Albanians, Swedes, Germans, Irish and Italians — by the middle of the nineteenth century, all of them called
New Orleans home. Some one hundred thousand people were crowded together on the narrow ribbon of high
ground that shadows the Mississippi. “Rich, poor, white, non-white, people all live on top of each other. It's not a
matter of choice, it's necessity,” says historian Ari Kelman in the film. “That leads to a really unusual cultural
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NEW ORLEANS

mixing in New Orleans.” Out of that mixing, Ives notes, “came not only a distinctive style of architecture and

a vibrant cuisine, but also the eclectic musical foundations that gave rise to jazz — one of America’s greatest

cultural contributions to the world.”

New Orleans’ stunning cultural complexity would also spawn some of the most contentious and

explosive struggles in the nation’s history. In the aftermath of the Civil War, New Orleans was at once the

most integrated city in the country and the site of some of the most vicious white supremacist violence. Later,

the city fostered the struggle against segregation that eventually culminated in the infamous 1896 Supreme

Court decision Plessy v. Ferguson, which declared “separate but equal” constitutional and ushered in six decades

of racial segregation in the United States. The overturning of that decision in 1954, and the court-ordered

integration of public schools across the country a year later, likewise signaled national trends, fueling a mass

exodus of New Orleans’ white population into the newly completed suburbs and sparking the downward

spiral into urban blight that was tragically revealed by Katrina.

But even in the midst of conflict, the city has embraced creativity, the marriage of cultures, and

a diversity of opinions — and has served as home and inspiration for some of America’s most famous

creative forces, from Tennessee Williams to Louis Armstrong. “Without New Orleans, our American culture

would look and feel much different,” says AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive producer Mark Samels.

“What would our music sound like? Would we have a different understanding of race? With New Orleans

at a crossroads, this is the perfect time to train our lens on this city and explore those questions.”

CREDITS

An Insignia Films production for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Directed by Stephen Ives

Written by Michelle Ferrari

Produced by Amanda Pollak, Stephen Ives &
Jenny Carchman

Edited by Deborah Peretz & Sari Gilman

Narrated by Jeffrey Wright

Music arranged and produced by Teese Gohl

Featured artist Irvin Mayfield

Associate producer Ben Ostrower

Cinematography Daniel B. Gold, Stephen Kazmierski,
Peter Nelson, Buddy Squires & Andrew Young

Sound recording John Zecca

Researcher Lindsey Megrue

Major funding for AMErICAN EXPERIENCE is provided by
the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. National corporate funding
is provided by Liberty Mutual and The Scotts Company.
Additional funding is provided by the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting and by public television viewers.

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is a production of WGBH Boston.
Sharon Grimberg, series producer
Mark Samels, executive producer

ACCESSIBILITY

AmEerican ExperiENCE is closed captioned for deaf and
hard-of-hearing viewers, and described for people who
are blind or visually impaired by the Media Access Group
at WGBH. The descriptive narration is available on the
SAP channel of stereo TVs and VCRs.

ABOUT AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Television's most-watched history series, AMERICAN
ExperIENCE has been hailed as “peerless” (Wall Street Journal),
“the most consistently enriching program on television”
(Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose”
(Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings

to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have
shaped America’s past and present. Acclaimed by viewers
and critics alike, AMERICAN ExPERIENCE documentaries have
been honored with every major broadcast award, including
twenty-four Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards,
and fourteen George Foster Peabody Awards, one most
recently for Two Days in October.

ABOUT WGBH BOSTON

WGBH Boston is America’s preeminent public broadcasting
producer. More than one-third of PBS’s prime-time lineup and
companion Web content as well as many public radio favorites
are produced by WGBH. The station also is a pioneer in
educational multimedia and in access technologies for people
with disabilities. For more information visit wgbh.org.
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NEW ORLEANS

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Stephen lves ¢ Producer/Director, New Orleans

In nearly two decades of producing documentaries for public television, Ives has won
a Primetime Emmy Award for his AMERICAN ExPERIENCE film Seabiscuit

and a CINE Golden Eagle for Reporting America at War, which was nominated for Best
Documentary at the 2004 News and Documentary Emmy Awards. His previous work
for AMERICAN ExPERIENCE includes Las Vegas: An Unconventional History and

Lindbergh. Ives produced PBS’s landmark series The West and served as consulting
producer on Ken Burns’ The Civil War and Baseball. His work on Amato: a love
affair with opera earned him a nomination from the Directors Guild of America for
Outstanding Directorial Achievement. A graduate of Harvard College, Ives lives

in Garrison, NY, with his family.

Amanda Pollock ¢ Producer, New Orleans

Amanda Pollak has been producing, researching, and writing documentaries

for public television since 1992. Her films for AMERICAN ExPERIENCE include TR:
The Story of Theodore Roosevelt, for which she earned an individual Emmy Award;
the Emmy Award-winning Truman, Abraham and Mary Lincoln: A House Divided,
and Las Vegas: An Unconventional History. Pollak’s other credits include Money and

Power: The History of Business, and producing one hour of David Grubin's five-

hour scientific series for PBS entitled The Secret Life of the Brain, for which she also
won an Emmy. Most recently, Pollak worked on Reporting America at War, which
earned a CINE Golden Eagle and was nominated for Best Documentary at the 2004
News and Documentary Emmy Awards.

Michelle Ferrari ¢ Writer, New Orleans

Michelle Ferrari's documentaries for AMERICAN ExPERIENCE include Las Vegas:
An Unconventional History, Seabiscuit, for which she earned a Primetime Emmy
Award, and Miss America, an official selection of the 2002 Sundance Film Festival.
Her other credits include Out of the Past, which won the 1998 Sundance Film
Festival Audience Award, the PBS special Margaret Sanger, nominated for a Writers
Guild of America Award, and Calling the Ghosts, which received the 1998 Robert

F. Kennedy Journalism Award and an Emmy Award for Outstanding Investigative

Special. Her work on Reporting America at War earned a CINE Golden Eagle;

the film was nominated for Best Documentary at the 2004 News and Documentary
Emmy Awards. A graduate of the University of California at Berkeley, Ferrari

holds an MA in American History from Columbia University, where she was a
President’s Fellow.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES continued

Sharon Grimberg ¢ Series producer, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Grimberg plays a key role in the origination, development, acquisition, and editorial
oversight of films for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. Since she joined the staff in 2000, pro-
grams from the acclaimed series have been recognized within the documentary com-
munity by the Writers Guild and International Documentary Association,

and have received multiple broadcasting awards. Grimberg served as supervising
producer of They Made America and produced Miss India Georgia, which aired on PBS. A
former writer for CNN Headline News, she did her undergraduate work at the London
School of Economics and received an MA from the University of Michigan.

Mark Samels ¢ Executive producer, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Samels has been instrumental in bringing AMERICAN EXPERIENCE recognition

as a leading presenter of world-class films to a wide audience through broadcast on
PBS. Under his leadership, AMERICAN ExPERIENCE documentaries have been
honored with nearly every industry award, including Peabody Awards, Primetime

Emmys, the duPont-Columbia Journalism Award, Writers Guild Awards, Oscar

nominations, Audience and Grand Jury Awards at the Sundance Film Festival, and the

Eric Barnouw Award from the Organization of American Historians. A founding
member of the International Documentary Association, Samels serves on the
advisory council of the World Congress of History Producers. He is a graduate
of the University of Wisconsin.

Download press materials and images for New Orleans
and other AMERICAN EXPERIENCE programs
at pbs.org/pressroom and pressroom.wgbh.org.

AM=RICAN
EXPERIENCE.

©WGBH EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION « OCTOBER 2006




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


