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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE The Boys of ’36
Premieres Tuesday, August 2, 2016 
9:00-10:00 p.m. ET on PBS

Inspired by Daniel James Brown’s #1 New York Times Bestseller The Boys in the Boat, 
Documentary Recounts the Thrilling Underdog Story of the American Rowing Team
at the 1936 Berlin Olympics

Broadcast Coincides with 2016 Olympic Games
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(BOSTON, MA) — Inspired by Daniel James Brown’s critically acclaimed nonfiction book The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE The Boys of ’36 is the thrilling story of the American Olympic rowing team that triumphed against all odds in Nazi Germany. Executive produced by Mark Samels and produced by Margaret Grossi and Mary Carillo, The Boys of ’36 premieres on Tuesday, August 2, 2016, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS.

The Boys of ‘36 explores how nine working-class young men from the University of Washington took the rowing world and the nation by storm when they captured the gold medal at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin. These sons of loggers, shipyard workers and farmers overcame tremendous hardships — psychological, physical and economic — to beat not only the Ivy League teams of the East Coast but Adolf Hitler’s elite German rowers. Their unexpected victory, and the obstacles they overcame to achieve it, gave hope to a nation struggling to emerge from the depths of the Depression.

Featuring interviews with author Daniel James Brown, historians and surviving children of the 1936 Washington team, The Boys of ’36 premieres on AMERICAN EXPERIENCE in August on PBS in conjunction with the Summer Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro and the 80th anniversary of the miracle crew’s triumph.

“The Boys of ’36 is really an inspiring story,” said Mark Samels, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Executive Producer. “These remarkable young men — with nothing more than strength of character, hard work and determination — triumphed over unimaginable odds. We’re proud to bring this story, so vividly recounted in Brown’s bestseller, to our audience.”

The broadcast of The Boys of ’36 will be accompanied by a series of screening events across the country, many in partnership with USRowing, a nonprofit membership organization recognized by the United States Olympic Committee as the national governing body for the sport of rowing in the United States.

The Team

In 1936, the UW offered no scholarships for rowing, but did assist the athletes in finding part-time employment. Even with jobs, several found it hard to make ends meet; some even joined the team because they knew they knew they would be fed regular meals.

Bobby Moch (June 20, 1914 – January 18, 2005), just five-foot-seven and 119 pounds, was the team’s coxswain. Born and raised in Montesano, Washington, Moch graduated from the UW and signed on as an assistant crew coach for the 1936-37 season. He entered law school and was offered the head coaching position at MIT in 1940. Moch transferred to Harvard Law School and continued to coach. He would go on to a successful legal career, eventually arguing and winning a case before the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Don Hume (July 25, 1915 – September 16, 2001) set the pace as stroke oar for the team in the #8 seat. As a boy, Hume had worked in a pulp mill and fumes had damaged his lungs, making him susceptible to respiratory illnesses. He spent the war years serving in the merchant marines. Following the war, he built a career in oil and gas exploration and later became president of the West Coast Mining Association. 

Joe Rantz (March 31, 1914 – September 10, 2007), #7 seat. Born in Spokane, Joe was four when his mother died and he was sent east to live with an aunt. He eventually returned to his father and new stepmother but when troubles arose, the family moved away and left the teenager to fend for himself. He eventually moved to Seattle to live with his older brother, and in high school was recruited by coach Al Ulbrickson. Rantz graduated from the UW in 1939 with a degree in chemical engineering. He went to work for Boeing in 1941 and later retired from the company. 

George “Shorty” Hunt (August 1, 1916 – September 3, 1999), #6 seat and a standout high school athlete, became a Seabee in the South Pacific during World War II and cofounded a construction company following the war.

Jim “Stub” McMillin (March 8, 1914 – August 22, 2005), #5 seat, worked nights as a janitor to make ends meet while at the UW. After college, he took over Bobby Moch’s job at MIT, where he both coached and worked on classified research as a lab engineer for 12 years. He later returned to Seattle and worked for Boeing.

John White (May 16, 1916 – March 16, 1997), #4 seat, graduated from the UW in 1938 with a degree in metallurgical engineering. He followed his father into the steel business and worked for Bethlehem Steel.

Gordon Adam (May 26, 1915 – March 27, 1992), #3 seat. Adam worked on a salmon boat while at the UW. He ran out of money before he could graduate and took a part-time night job with Boeing in his senior year. He remained there for the next 38 years.

Charles “Chuck” Ward Day (October 19, 1914 – May 1962), #2 seat. Born in Colville, Washington, Day earned his medical degree and entered the Navy at the outbreak of the war. After serving as a naval doctor in the South Pacific, he returned to Seattle and established a successful practice. 

Roger Morris (July 16, 1915 – July 22, 2009) was the Bowman (#1 seat) on the team. While at the UW, Morris worked for his father on the weekends, moving families out of homes they had lost to the Depression. He graduated with a degree in mechanical engineering and spent the war doing military construction in the San Francisco Bay Area. He then returned to Seattle to work for the Manson Construction Company.

The Coach and Mentor 
 
Al (Alvin) Ulbrickson (1903 – 1980) became head coach of the UW’s crew team in 1927. Under his leadership, the Huskies went to the Olympics three times. His varsity crews won six IRA titles; his junior varsity won ten. He was inducted into the National Rowing Hall of Fame in 1956.

George Yeoman Pocock (March 23, 1891 – March 19, 1976). A native of England, Pocock was a leading designer and builder of racing shells. Pocock-built shells began to win U.S. Intercollegiate Rowing Association championships in 1923, and he was appointed Boatman to U.S. Olympic Rowing Teams in 1936, 1948, 1952 and 1956. A mentor to many of the day’s rowing coaches, Pocock was named "Sports Star of the Year" for 1948 by the Seattle Post-Intelligencer and was inducted into the Helms Rowing Hall of Fame in 1969.

The Participants (in alphabetical order)

Daniel James Brown is the author of the critically acclaimed nonfiction book The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics. The Boys in the Boat is published by Penguin Books, an imprint of Penguin Random House, and has been on The New York Times bestseller list for over 90 weeks.

Eric Cohen, a former Husky coxswain (1979-82), is the rowing historian at the UW and the creator of a website devoted to its history.

Timothy Egan is an author and New York Times columnist whose latest book is The Immortal Irishman. He is a graduate of the UW. 

Robert (Bob) G. Ernst became the UW varsity men’s crew coach in 1988. In 1997, he led the team to a sweep of the varsity, junior varsity and freshmen races to capture the IRA Championship in Camden, NJ. 

David Clay Large is the author of Nazi Games: The Olympics of 1936. 

Peter Mallory is the author of The Sport of Rowing: Two Centuries of Competition. 

Marilynn and Michael Moch are the children of Bobby Moch.

Judy Willman, daughter of Joe Rantz, suggested that her neighbor Daniel James Brown meet her father as he had interesting stories to tell; their subsequent meeting was the genesis for Brown’s The Boys in the Boat. 

About the Filmmakers

An Elastic String Productions film for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
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	Aaron R. Cohen
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	Mark Dugas
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	Samson Chan
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	Narrated by
	Oliver Platt
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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is a production of WGBH Boston
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Margaret Grossi (Producer/Director) is an independent producer and director based in Massachusetts. In 2006, she produced the Peabody Award-winning documentary Billie Jean King: Portrait of a Pioneer for HBO Sports. The documentary also won a Gracie Award and was nominated for a GLAAD Award. Her other producer credits for HBO Sports include the Emmy nominees McEnroe/Borg: Fire & Ice in 2011, Ted Williams in 2009 and Perfect Upset: The 1985 Villanova vs. Georgetown NCAA Championship in 2005, as well as Back Nine at Cherry Hills: The Legends of the 1960 U.S. Open in 2008 and Barbaro, which won a 2007 Eclipse Award. In 2014, Grossi produced the documentary, Nancy & Tonya for NBC Sports’ coverage of the Olympic Winter Games in Sochi.

Mary Carillo (Producer) serves as a correspondent for NBC’s coverage of the Olympic Games and analyst for NBC’s tennis coverage. Carillo finished her 12th Olympic assignment overall and her ninth with NBC as a correspondent for the 2014 Olympic Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. Carillo’s previous Olympic roles include hosting NBC’s late night Olympic coverage and working as a correspondent at the 2012 London Olympics where she also called the women’s gold medal tennis match between Serena Williams and Maria Sharapova, the 2010 Vancouver Olympics and 2008 Beijing Olympics. In 2003, Carillo joined NBC as an analyst on the network’s French Open and Wimbledon coverage, teaming with analyst John McEnroe and play-by-play commentator Ted Robinson. 

Carillo’s candid and insightful tennis commentary has earned her accolades throughout the industry, including the distinction of being called “the sport’s top analyst” by Sports Illustrated. Carillo has also received two coveted Peabody Awards, one for her work on the HBO documentary Billie Jean King: Portrait of a Pioneer, and the other for co-writing with Frank DeFord the HBO documentary Dare to Compete: The Struggle of Women in Sport. She has co-written two books — Tennis My Way with Martina Navratilova and Rick Elstein’s Tennis Kinetics. Carillo played on the professional tennis tour from 1977-80. Teaming with childhood friend John McEnroe, Carillo won the 1977 French Open mixed doubles title. A native of Queens, New York, Carillo lives in Naples, Florida.

Mark Samels (Executive Producer) was named executive producer of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE, PBS’ flagship history series, in 2003. Under his leadership, the series has been honored with nearly every industry award, including the Peabody, Primetime Emmys, the duPont-Columbia Journalism Award, Writers Guild Awards, Oscar nominations, and Sundance Film Festival Audience and Grand Jury Awards. Prior to joining WGBH, Samels worked as an independent documentary filmmaker, an executive producer for several U.S. public television stations, and as a producer for the first co-production between Japanese and American television. A native of Wisconsin, he is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

About USRowing
USRowing is a nonprofit membership organization recognized by the United States Olympic Committee as the national governing body for the sport of rowing in the United States. USRowing selects, trains and manages the teams that represent the U.S. in international competition including the world championships, Pan American Games and Olympic Games. More than 85,000 individuals and 1,300 organizations strong, USRowing serves and promotes the sport on all levels of competition. USRowing membership reflects the spectrum of American rowers – juniors, collegians, masters and those who row for recreation, competition or fitness.

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
[bookmark: _GoBack]For more than 28 years, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been the nation’s most-watched television history series. It has been hailed as “peerless” (The Wall Street Journal), “the most consistently enriching program on television” (Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose” (Houston Chronicle). On air and online, the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. Acclaimed by viewers and critics alike, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major industry award, including 30 Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and 17 George Foster Peabody Awards; the series received an Academy Award® nomination for Best Documentary Feature in 2015 for Last Days in Vietnam. 

Exclusive corporate funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance. Major funding provided by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston.


*   *   *
Press Contacts:
CaraMar, Inc.
Mary Lugo		 770-623-8190 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		 908-244-5516		abbe.harris@caramar.net

For further information and photos visit http://www.pbs.org/pressroom

Credit: © WGBH Educational Foundation. Image of crew team courtesy of University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, UW37304.
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EXCLUSIVE CORPORATE FUNDING FOR AMERICAN EXPERIENCE PROVIDED BY LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE. MAJOR FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION,
THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING AND PUBLIC TELEVISION VIEWERS. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE |S PRODUCED FOR PBS BY WGBH BOSTON.
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