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American Masters A Letter to Elia
Filmmakers’ Statement
This film was made over the course of a few years, resulting from many screenings of Kazan’s films and readings of his books and interviews, and from an on-going discussion of, among other things, exactly how to talk about artistic influence. We wanted to do justice to Kazan as a person, as a historical figure, most of all as an artist; but we also wanted to do justice to the power of the films themselves, which have a life of their own. To put it simply, A Letter to Elia is a labor of love.

– Martin Scorsese and Kent Jones
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