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American Masters — Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool 

Premieres nationwide Tuesday, February 25 at 9 p.m. on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/milesdavis and the PBS Video app in honor of Black History Month

TCA Panelist Bios

Stanley Nelson
Director and producer, American Masters — Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool
@StanleyNelson1

Stanley Nelson is one of the foremost chroniclers of the African American experience working in nonfiction film today. His films, many of which have aired on PBS, combine compelling narratives with deeply researched historical detail, shining new light on both familiar and under-explored aspects of the American past. Nelson, a MacArthur “Genius” Fellow, has received numerous honors over the course of his career, including five Primetime Emmy Awards and Lifetime Achievement Awards from the National Academy of Television Arts Sciences, the Emmys, the Peabodys and IDA. In 2013, Nelson received the National Humanities Medal from President Barack Obama. 
His latest film, the Grammy-nominated American Masters — Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool, premiered at Sundance Film Festival in January 2019. Past films include Boss: The Black Experience in Business; Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of Black Colleges and Universities and NAACP Image Award-winning The Black Panthers: Vanguard of the Revolution, both for Independent Lens; three-time Emmy Award winner Freedom Riders and Peabody Award winner Freedom Summer.
In 2000, Nelson, along with his wife, Marcia A. Smith, founded Firelight Media, a nonprofit production company dedicated to using historical film to advance contemporary social justice causes, and to mentoring, inspiring and training a new generation of diverse young filmmakers committed to telling underrepresented stories.


Erin Davis
Son of Miles Davis 
@erindavisMDP

Erin Davis, son of late jazz icon Miles Davis, is a Los Angeles-based musician, producer and composer who runs Miles Davis Properties, LLC along with his sister Cheryl Davis and cousin Vince Wilburn. He also toured and recorded with Miles Davis. He is a regular participant on industry panels, including at the GRAMMY Museum and SXSW; he partnered with Apple for their “Meet The Musicians” series; and he is co-host of the annual Miles Davis House event at SXSW with Wilburn. Additionally, he is an executive producer for Miles Davis Properties, LLC on the GRAMMY-nominated documentary American Masters – Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool and was a producer on the feature film “Miles Ahead” starring Don Cheadle and Ewan McGregor. His credits include producing the original music for the Richard Pryor documentary “Omit the Logic,” which won a NAACP Award for Best Documentary; “Caught in the Cross Fire” starring 50 Cent; and others. Previously, Davis was a drummer for the EMI Records recording group Bloodline, an all-star rock group featuring the offspring of famous musicians, including GRAMMY-nominated blues-rock guitarist Joe Bonamassa.


Vince Wilburn 
Nephew of Miles Davis 
@NefofMiles

Vince Wilburn, nephew of late jazz icon Miles Davis, oversees Miles Davis Properties, LLC, along with Erin Davis (son of Davis) and Cheryl Davis (daughter of Davis). Wilburn is a highly accomplished drummer, bandleader, producer and radio host, who both toured and recorded with Miles Davis on many legendary recordings from 1984 through 1987, including the GRAMMY Award-winning album “AURA,” which he co-produced; “Decoy,” which he also co-produced; “You’re Under Arrest;” and the 2008 GRAMMY-nominated “Miles From India,” which hit No. 8 on the Billboard jazz charts. Wilburn also toured internationally with the All-Star “Miles From India” ensemble to sold-out crowds.
He is bandleader and drummer for Miles Electric Band, performing to sold-out crowds both domestically and internationally. 
Wilburn was influential in putting together the record-breaking release “Everything Is Beautiful” — a reimagined project produced by Robert Glasper that charted at No. 1 for Jazz, No. 10 for Hip Hop and No. 5 for Top Current R&B. He is an executive producer for Miles Davis Properties, LLC on the GRAMMY-nominated documentary American Masters – Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool and was a producer on the feature film “Miles Ahead.”


Marcus Miller
Bassist and Miles Davis collaborator
@MarcusMiller959

Marcus Miller has been a force in the music industry for over 40 years. He has composed classics for Aretha Franklin, Luther Vandross and David Sanborn, to name a few. Miller’s relationship with Miles Davis began at the age of 21 when he became a member of Davis’ 1981 comeback band following Davis’ five-year hiatus. Within a few years, Miller became a crucial influence in Davis’ career, composing, producing and arranging three albums that helped define the sound of Davis’ final era, including the album “Tutu.” The title piece, written for Bishop Desmond Tutu, is often described as one of the most significant contributions to the contemporary jazz canon. 
Miller is an UNESCO Artist for Peace and spokesperson for the Slave Routes Project, work that inspired his GRAMMY-nominated release “Afrodeezia,” followed by “Laid Black,” also nominated for a GRAMMY in 2018. Miller is also a film composer, tours worldwide and has been the host of “Miller Time” on SiriusXM radio for nearly a decade.


Michael Kantor
American Masters Executive Producer
@MKantorfilm

Michael Kantor joined American Masters as the series’ executive producer in April 2014 and founded its theatrical imprint, American Masters Pictures, in January 2016. American Masters Pictures premiered three films at Sundance Film Festival in 2019: Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool, N. Scott Momaday: Words from a Bear and Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am; other Sundance premieres include Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You, Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise (Peabody Award) and Richard Linklater – Dream is Destiny. Recent programs include Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me, Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story, Itzhak and Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage. An Emmy- and Peabody Award-winning filmmaker, Kantor’s PBS series include Broadway: The American Musical (hosted by Julie Andrews), Make ‘Em Laugh (hosted by Billy Crystal) and Superheroes (hosted by Liev Schreiber), and he co-wrote the companion books for each series. He served as executive producer of Give Me the Banjo with Steve Martin and distributes the American Film Theatre series, including Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance, starring Katharine Hepburn, and Chekhov’s Three Sisters with Laurence Olivier. Kantor serves as a Tony nominator and oversees the American Masters Podcast.
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