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American Masters – 
Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage

Premieres Friday, September 13 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/rauljulia and the PBS Video app

Oskar Eustis
Artistic Director, The Public Theater
facebook.com/publictheater; @PublicTheaterNY 

Oskar Eustis has served as the Artistic Director of The Public Theater since 2005. In the last four years, he has produced two Tony Award-winning Best Musicals (“Fun Home” and “Hamilton”) and back-to-back winners of the Pulitzer Prize for Drama, “Hamilton” and “Sweat.” He came to The Public from Trinity Repertory Company in Providence, RI, where he served as Artistic Director from 1994-2005. Eustis served as Associate Artistic Director at Los Angeles’ Mark Taper Forum from 1989-1994, and prior to that, he was with the Eureka Theatre Company in San Francisco, serving as Resident Director and Dramaturg from 1981-1986 and Artistic Director from 1986-1989.
Eustis is currently a Professor of Dramatic Writing and Arts and Public Policy at New York University, and has held professorships at UCLA, Middlebury College and Brown University, where he founded and chaired the Trinity Rep/Brown University Consortium for professional theater training. 
At The Public, Eustis directed the New York premieres of Rinne Groff’s “Compulsion” and “The Ruby Sunrise;” Larry Wright’s “The Human Scale;” and most recently, “Julius Caesar,” Public Work’s “Twelfth Night” at Shakespeare in the Park and Suzan-Lori Parks’ “White Noise.” He has founded numerous groundbreaking programs at The Public, from Public Works and Public Forum to the Emerging Writers Group and the Mobile Unit. At Trinity Rep, he directed the world premiere of Paula Vogel’s “The Long Christmas Ride Home” and Tony Kushner’s “Homebody/Kabul,” both recipients of the Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding Production. While at the Eureka Theatre, he commissioned Tony Kushner’s “Angels in America,” and directed its world premiere at the Mark Taper Forum. Eustis has also directed the world premieres of plays by Philip Kan Gotanda, David Henry Hwang, Emily Mann, Suzan-Lori Parks, Ellen McLaughlin and Eduardo Machado, among many others.


Ben DeJesus
Director and producer, American Masters –Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage
@BenDeJesus

As an award-winning documentary filmmaker, episodic TV director and music video veteran, Ben DeJesus has created over 100 hours of content including television, non-fiction, branded and digital. DeJesus began his career as a stage actor before interning at MTV, where he became one of the original producers and writers of the iconic series MTV Cribs. His passion for pop culture, music and theater has fueled his work since. Currently, DeJesus is a director for Bunk’d, the top-rated sitcom on Disney. He also recently directed the PBS documentary Great Performances: John Leguizamo’s Road to Broadway. In his 2018 debut as a Broadway producer, DeJesus was nominated for a Tony Award for Best Play for John Leguizamo’s Latin History for Morons, which is currently touring nationally. Along with Leguizamo and David Chitel, DeJesus co-founded NGL Studios, where he directs and produces a growing slate of original television, documentary, non-fiction and digital projects. He has over 15 years of experience specializing in the US Latinx, urban and youth markets.


Michael Kantor
American Masters Executive Producer
@MKantorfilm

Michael Kantor joined American Masters as the series’ executive producer in April 2014 and founded its theatrical imprint, American Masters Pictures, in January 2016. American Masters Pictures premiered three films at Sundance Film Festival in 2019: Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool, N. Scott Momaday: Words from a Bear and Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am; and other Sundance premieres include Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You, Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise (Peabody Award) and Richard Linklater – Dream is Destiny. Recent programs include Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me, Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story, Itzhak and Garry Winogrand: All Things are Photographable. An Emmy- and Peabody Award-winning filmmaker, Kantor’s PBS series include Broadway: The American Musical (hosted by Julie Andrews), Make ‘Em Laugh (hosted by Billy Crystal) and Superheroes (hosted by Liev Schreiber), and he co-wrote the companion books for each series. He served as executive producer of Give Me the Banjo with Steve Martin and distributes the American Film Theatre series, including Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance, starring Katharine Hepburn, and Chekhov’s Three Sisters with Laurence Olivier. Kantor serves as a Tony nominator and oversees the American Masters Podcast.


Esai Morales 
Award-winning actor
@Esai_Morales

Award-winning actor Esai Morales is recognized as one of the most talented and relevant actors in Hollywood. Since his feature film debut in “Bad Boys,” Morales has continuously offered performances that strongly resonate in the hearts and minds of a diverse and international audience. His breakthrough role in “La Bamba” made him a star, contributing to making the film the most commercially successful Latino-themed rock biopic of all time. To this day, his role as Bob Morales continues to uptrend on major social media sites.   
In 1997, Esai Morales co-founded the National Hispanic Foundation for the Arts (NHFA), created to advance the presence of Latinos in the media, telecommunications and entertainment industries. The NHFA has provided scholarships to hundreds of Hispanic students in excess of $1 million.
Theater performances include Oscar Wilde’s “Salome” with Al Pacino (Broadway), Joe Papp’s production of “The Tempest” with Raul Julia (New York’s Shakespeare in the Park Festival), “Tamer of Horses” (Los Angeles Theater Center), “The Exonerated,” directed by Bob Balaban, and his musical theater debut in “The Mambo Kings.” 
Film credits include “Bad Boys,” “La Bamba,” “Rapa Nui,” “Mi Familia,” “Fast Food Nation,” “Paid in Full,” “The Line,” “Atlas Shrugged: Part II,” “Jarhead II: Field of Fire,” “The Disappearance of Garcia Lorca” and “Gun Hill Road,” a film he starred and executive produced. The film was a grand jury nominee at the Sundance Film Festival in 2011. Additional films include “Superfly,” “Imprisoned” and “The Wall of Mexico” among other titles.
Television credits comprise the Emmy Award-winning series NYPD Blue (ABC), Resurrection Blvd (Showtime), American Family (PBS), Miami Vice (NBC), Fame (NBC), Law and Order: SVU (NBC), The Burning Season: The Chico Mendes Story (HBO), Vanished (FOX), Burn Notice (USA), Jericho (CBS), Caprica (Syfy), Fairly Legal (USA), Criminal Minds (CBS), Major Crimes (TNT), Saving Westbrook High, The Brink (HBO), Chicago PD (NBC), Mozart in the Jungle ( Amazon), How to Get Away with Murder (ABC) Ozark (Netflix), MARS (NATGEO), NCIS: Los Angeles (CBS), Curb your Enthusiasm (HBO) and Titans (DC Universe).

Edward James Olmos 
Emmy- and Golden Globe-Winning and Academy Award-Nominated Actor
Co-Founder and Chairman, Latino Public Broadcasting
@edwardjolmos

[bookmark: _GoBack]Edward James Olmos has achieved extraordinary success as an actor, producer and humanitarian. The Tony-, Emmy- and Academy Award®-nominated actor is probably best known to young audiences for his work on the Syfy series Battlestar Galactica. In 1988, the actor was nominated for an Academy Award® and won the Golden Globe for his portrayal of Jaime Escalante in “Stand and Deliver.” Other notable films include “Blade Runner,” “The Ballad of Gregorio Cortez” and “Selena.” After recurring roles on Miami Vice and The West Wing, Olmos can now be seen on Mayans, M.C., currently in its second hit season on FX. He is an international advocate, spokesman and humanitarian working with organizations such as Thank You Ocean, Project Hope Foundation, Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles, The Boys & Girls Clubs of America and more. 


###

[image: ]
image1.jpeg
PUBLIC M MEDIA INFORMATION
THIRTEEN

I
AMERICAN
MASTERS





image2.png
Major Funding for Major Support for ®
Eero Saarinen American Masters
-

Real Possibilities
A. ALFRED TAUBMAN FOUNDATION




