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Production Biographies
Gordon Quinn

Co-Director and Executive Producer
Artistic Director and founder of Kartemquin Films, a 2007 recipient of the MacArthur Award for Creative and Effective Institutions, Gordon’s 45 years of documentaries include Home for Life, Taylor Chain, Golub, Hoop Dreams, Vietnam, Long Time Coming, and The New Americans. Other executive producer credits include The Interrupters, Five Girls, In the Family, Typeface, Milking the Rhino, At the Death House Door, and No Crossover: The Trial of Alan Iverson. Recently he directed Prisoner of Her Past and co-directed, with Bob Hercules, American Masters Bill T. Jones: A Good Man.

Gordon is a supporter of public and community media, and has served on the boards of several organizations including The Illinois Humanities Council, The Chicago Public Access Corporation, The Public Square Advisory Committee, and The Illinois Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. 

Gordon is originally from Washington, DC.

Bob Hercules

Co-Director
Bob Hercules is an award-winning producer/director and co-owner of Media Process Group—a Chicago-based production company. Hercules’ work has been seen widely on PBS, the Discovery Channel, IFC, The Learning Channel, and through television syndication nationwide. 
His newest documentary, Radical Disciple: The Story of Father Pfleger, chronicles the iconoclastic priest Mike Pfleger, whose confrontational methods to fight racism has put him in direct conflict with the Catholic hierarchy. Hercules’ 2007 film, Senator Obama Goes to Africa, was released on DVD by First Run Features and has run on television stations in over 100 countries. The film is a chronicle of Obama’s momentous 2006 diplomatic trip to Africa, including a stop at his late father’s homeland near Kisumu, Kenya.

Hercules’s 2006 documentary, Forgiving Dr. Mengele, tells the remarkable story of Auschwitz survivor and former ‘Mengele twin’ Eva Mozes Kor, whose decision to forgive the perpetrators as an act of self-healing sparked a firestorm of criticism. The film won the Special Jury Prize at the 2006 Slamdance Film Festival and the Crystal Heart Award at the 2006 Heartland Film Festival. It is currently in home video release from First Run Features.

Hercules is originally from Gaylord, Michigan.

Joanna Rudnick

Producer

Producer Joanna Rudnick is a documentary filmmaker with the award-winning, social-issue documentary film company Kartemquin Films. She recently produced two feature-length films for Kartemquin, Prisoner of Her Past and American Masters Bill T. Jones: A Good Man, and is developing a documentary on photographer Rick Guidotti, who left the fashion world to photograph kids with genetic conditions. In 2008 she completed her directorial debut In the Family, a nominee for the 2009 Emmy Award for Outstanding Informational Programming—Long Form. In the Family premiered at SILVERDOCS, was broadcast nationally on PBS’ P.O.V. the same year and was a finalist for the NIHCM Foundation’s Health Care Radio and Television Journalism Award. Joanna has been working in documentary filmmaking for a decade. During her tenure at the American Masters series at WNET New York Public Media, Joanna co-produced Robert Capa in Love and War, which was broadcast on PBS and the BBC, premiered at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival and was the presenting film for the 2003 Emmy Award for Outstanding Nonfiction Series. Joanna holds a master’s degree from NYU in Science and Environmental Reporting and a bachelor's degree from Northwestern University. 

Joanna is originally from Glencoe, a suburb of Chicago, Illinois.

Susan Lacy 

Series Creator and Executive Producer

Susan Lacy has been an award-winning originator of primetime public television programs since 1979. As the creator and executive producer of American Masters, she has been responsible for the production and national broadcast of more than 160 documentary films about our country’s artistic and cultural giants, those who have made an indelible impact on the American landscape. Now celebrating its 25th anniversary season on PBS, American Masters has garnered unprecedented awards and is consistently recognized by television critics as “the best biographical series ever to appear on American television.”

In addition to her executive producing role, Lacy is an award-winning filmmaker. Her 2004 Judy Garland: By Myself earned her an Emmy Award for writing and an Emmy nomination for directing.  She wrote, directed and produced Joni Mitchell: Woman of Heart and Mind (IDA nomination for Outstanding Documentary) and Leonard Bernstein: Reaching for the Note (Emmy Award and DGA nomination).  She produced the Peabody Award-winning Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, directed and produced Rod Serling: Submitted for Your Approval and directed and produced Lena Horne: In Her Own Voice — all for American Masters. She recently produced LENNONYC, a film exploring John Lennon’s life in New York City, and is currently directing a film on David Geffen.

Under her leadership, American Masters received the Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2008, and 2009, as well as 14 other Primetime Emmy Awards — five for Outstanding Nonfiction Specials and the other nine in various craft categories. In addition to 11 Peabody Awards for John Hammond: From Bessie Smith to Bruce Springsteen, Unknown Chaplin, Buster Keaton: A Hard Act to Follow, Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, Alexander Calder, F. Scott Fitzgerald: Winter Dreams, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film, Jerome Robbins: Something to Dance About, LENNONYC, and A Letter to Elia, she received Grammy Awards for Lou Reed: Rock and Roll Heart, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, and When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors, 28 additional Emmy nominations, an Academy Award and four nominations. 
Lacy’s career in public television began in 1979, as deputy director of performance programs at Thirteen/WNET New York.  She was senior program executive for Great Performances and worked as director of program development with The American Playhouse, where she was a founding member. Lacy then ran the East Coast office of Robert Redford’s Sundance Institute from 1984 to 1987. She was a consulting producer at Time-Life Video during the launch of Time-Warner’s new initiatives in long-form documentary production. Lacy also led programs at both the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  

Lacy was one of the select 2005 honorees at the Museum of Television & Radio’s “She Made It” event, which recognized 50 exceptional women who have created and informed the genre, and a 2008 Washington, DC, Women of Vision Awards recipient, honoring those in film and video who inspire and mentor. She was again honored in Washington, DC in 2010 as the recipient of the Cine Golden Eagle Lifetime Achievement Award. She serves on the board of governors of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, on the board of the Film Forum and is a trustee of the Independent Documentary Association.  Lacy is a member of the Directors Guild of America, the Writers Guild of America, the Independent Features Project and New York Women in Film & Television. 

Lacy has a BA in American Studies from the University of Virginia, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and an MA in American Studies from George Washington University. She was a Graduate Teaching Fellow and a Smithsonian Fellow and completed a residency at the American Academy in Rome. In 1994, she was awarded an honorary doctorate from Long Island University and, in 1996, she was named Distinguished Alumnus of the Year at Mary Washington College, the women’s college of the University of Virginia.
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