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American Masters: Laura Ingalls Wilder 

TCA Panelist Bios

Mary McDonagh Murphy 
Director and producer, American Masters: Laura Ingalls Wilder
@jeanlouisefinch

Mary McDonagh Murphy is an independent film and television writer, producer and director. Her independently financed film, Hey, Boo: Harper Lee & To Kill a Mockingbird, was released theatrically in 20 cities and broadcast on PBS: American Masters – Harper Lee: Hey, Boo (2012) and the 2015 update Harper Lee: American Masters in honor of the release of Lee’s second novel, “Go Set a Watchman.” Murphy is the author of “Scout, Atticus & Boo,” a New York Times bestseller published by HarperCollins. 
Murphy has written and produced primetime stories for NBC News and CBS News, where she won six Emmy Awards. Her other documentaries include The Making of the Wiz Live (NBC, 2015); The Making of Peter Pan Live (NBC, 2014); The Making of the Sound of Music Live (NBC, 2013); Cry for Help (PBS), about adolescent depression and suicide; Digital Days, an examination of the Internet’s impact on the newspaper industry; and Before Your Eyes: Don’t Take My Daddy (CBS), about deportation proceedings against three former members of the Irish Republican Army. Other credits include David Letterman: A Life on Television (CBS, 2015) and Live from Space (National Geographic, 2014). Murphy has written for Newsweek, Chicago Tribune, New York Post, Publishers Weekly and the Daily Beast. A native of Rhode Island, she is a graduate of Wesleyan University and was a John S. Knight fellow at Stanford University. She lives in Scarborough, N.Y. 

Melissa Gilbert
Actor and producer; Laura Ingalls Wilder on the TV series Little House on the Prairie, film interviewee
@MEGBusfield

Melissa Gilbert is an Outer Critics Circle, Theatre World and Emmy Award-winning actor, director, producer and New York Times bestselling author. Best known for playing Laura Ingalls Wilder on the television classic Little House on the Prairie, Gilbert has starred in over 50 television movies and numerous television series over the course of her 54-year career. A member of the legendary Actors Studio, Gilbert made her stage debut in 1979.
An activist for most of her life, Gilbert is the standing Board Chair for the Children’s Hospice and Palliative Care Commission. She served as President of Screen Actors Guild from 2001-2005, sat on the executive council of the AFL-CIO and the California Film Commission, and in 2016, was the Democratic nominee for Congress in Michigan’s 8th District. In 2017, Gilbert formed Grand River Productions with her partners Jeff Daniels and Timothy Busfield, her beloved husband. Their first independent feature, “Guest Artist,” was released on July 10, 2020.

Alison Arngrim
Actor, comedian and author; Nellie Oleson on the TV series Little House on the Prairie,  film interviewee
@Arngrim 

New York Times bestselling author of “Confessions of a Prairie Bitch: How I Survived Nellie Oleson and Learned to Love Being Hated,” Alison Arngrim is best known to viewers worldwide for her portrayal of the incredibly nasty Nellie Oleson on the hit television series Little House on the Prairie, and she continues to amuse audiences through her many film, television, stage and multi-media appearances.   
Her one-woman show “Confessions of a Prairie Bitch,” which started at Club Fez in New York in 2002, has travelled to Los Angeles, Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, Green Bay, San Francisco, Seattle, Puerto Vallarta and France, where Arngrim performed the show in French to standing room only crowds.
Arngrim has a long history of activism. In 1986, when her friend, Little House husband and co-star Steve Tracy, passed away due to complications related to HIV/AIDS, Arngrim immediately began volunteering at AIDS Project Los Angeles and has remained an AIDS activist and educator. She currently serves as President, National Spokesperson and Founding Board Member on the National Advisory Board of The National Association to Protect Children, fighting to give children a legal and political voice in the war against child abuse. Arngrim lives in Los Angeles with her husband of over 25 years, musician Bob Schoonover. 

Lizzie Skurnick 
Author, film interviewee
@lizzieskurnick

Lizzie Skurnick is the author of “Pretty Bitches: On Being Called Crazy, Angry, Bossy, Frumpy, Feisty, and All the Other Words That Are Used to Undermine Women,” “That Should Be a Word: A Much-Needed Lexicon for the Modern Era” and “Shelf Discovery: The Teen Classics We’ll Never Stop Reading.” As the founding editor of Lizzie Skurnick Books, she reissued dozens of YA classics. She’s a frequent contributor to The New York Times, NPR, Elle, Jezebel and many other publications. In another life, she wrote for the “Sweet Valley High” book series. Skurnick lives in Jersey City and teaches at New York University. Skurnick identifies as Black and Jewish. She has written extensively about Laura Ingalls Wilder and the “Little House” books, most recently in a Boston Globe editorial describing how Wilder’s novel “The Long Winter” prepared her for the COVID-19 pandemic.

Michael Kantor
American Masters Executive Producer
@MKantorfilm

Michael Kantor joined American Masters as the series’ executive producer in April 2014 and founded its theatrical imprint, American Masters Pictures, in January 2016. American Masters Pictures premiered three films at Sundance Film Festival in 2019: Miles Davis: Birth of the Cool, N. Scott Momaday: Words from a Bear and Toni Morrison: The Pieces I Am; and other Sundance premieres include Norman Lear: Just Another Version of You, Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise (Peabody Award) and Richard Linklater – Dream is Destiny. Recent programs include Sammy Davis, Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me, Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story, Itzhak and Raúl Juliá: The World’s a Stage. An Emmy- and Peabody Award-winning filmmaker, Kantor’s PBS series include Broadway: The American Musical (hosted by Julie Andrews), Make ‘Em Laugh (hosted by Billy Crystal) and Superheroes (hosted by Liev Schreiber), and he co-wrote the companion books for each series. He served as executive producer of Give Me the Banjo with Steve Martin and distributes the American Film Theatre series, including Edward Albee’s A Delicate Balance, starring Katharine Hepburn, and Chekhov’s Three Sisters with Laurence Olivier. Kantor serves as a Tony nominator and oversees the American Masters Podcast.
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