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American Masters
Pearl Jam Twenty
Band Biographies
Jeff Ament

Bassist

Born in Havre, Montana, Ament’s father, a barber, was the mayor of Big Sandy, Montana, for 15 years. His mother played piano and introduced Ament to records, books and drawing. Ament dropped out of the University of Montana after his sophomore year in 1983, and, with his bandmates in Deranged Diction, moved to Seattle, where he worked at the infamous Raison d’Etre coffee shop in the Seattle neighborhood of Belltown to save money for art school tuition. Before long, that band had collapsed and he’d joined Green River with Stone Gossard. When that group split in 1987, he and Gossard started fresh in Mother Love Bone. The band was preparing to release its first album when lead singer Andrew Wood died of a drug overdose in March 1990.

Matt Cameron

Drums

Born in San Diego, Cameron moved to Seattle in 1983 and quickly became immersed in the local music scene. In 1986 he took over the drum stool in Soundgarden, a position he held until the band broke up in 1997. In 1998, one year after the breakup of Soundgarden, Cameron got a call from Stone and Eddie asking him, “What are you doing this summer?”

Stone Gossard

Rhythm Guitarist

Born in Seattle, Gossard’s first band was March of Crimes, with future Soundgarden bassist Ben Shepherd, followed shortly thereafter by the Ducky Boys. Gossard and Jeff Ament met at a Seattle rock club in 1984 and spent three years playing together in Green River. After that band split, they formed Mother Love Bone. 

Mike McCready
Lead Guitarist

McCready was born in Pensacola, Florida, but moved to San Diego as a baby and then to Seattle at the age of four. His first band was called Warrior, followed by Shadow, with which he moved to Los Angeles in an unsuccessful bid at rock stardom. Thoroughly fed up with the music business, McCready was back in Seattle working at an Italian restaurant and attending community college classes when he began jamming with middle school acquaintance Stone Gossard on the material that eventually became the first Pearl Jam album.

Eddie Vedder

Lead Vocalist

Born in Evanston, Illinois, Vedder grew up mostly in Southern California. In his 20s, he played in several San Diego bands, including Indian Summer and Bad Radio. His friendship with former Red Hot Chili Peppers drummer Jack Irons led to his recruitment in the band that would become Pearl Jam.
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