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Production Biographies
Cameron Crowe
Director, Writer, Producer

Cameron Crowe was born on July 13, 1957, in Palm Springs, California. He was raised in San Diego by his father, James, a residential real estate agent, and mother, Alice, who taught sociology and English literature at the local college. Recognizing that Crowe was gifted at a very young age, his mother pushed him to excel. He skipped kindergarten and two grades in elementary school, and by the time he attended the University of San Diego High School, he was quite obviously younger than the other students.

Crowe began writing for the school newspaper and by age 13 was contributing music reviews for an underground publication called the San Diego Door. He then began corresponding with legendary rock & roll critic Lester Bangs, who had left the Door to become editor at the national rock magazine Creem, and soon Crowe was also submitting articles to Creem, Penthouse, Playboy, Crawdaddy, Music World, Circus, and the Los Angeles Times.
After graduating from high school in 1972 at age 15, Crowe joined the staff of Rolling Stone as a contributing editor and later went on to become an associate editor for the magazine. During that time, he profiled such influential music-world figures as Bob Dylan, David Bowie, Neil Young, Eric Clapton, and the members of Led Zeppelin.
When Rolling Stone moved its offices to New York, Crowe decided to try his hand in other artistic endeavors. Though he would continue to freelance for Rolling Stone on and off over the years, he turned the focus of his attention to a book about teens growing up in the late 70s.
In 1979, Crowe (then 22) went undercover as a southern California high schooler to research his book on teen life. Fast Times at Ridgemont High became a bestseller and Universal Pictures tapped Crowe to write the screenplay. Released in the spring of ’82 and directed by Amy Heckerling, Fast Times at Ridgemont High became one of the year’s biggest hits and launched the careers of such stars as Sean Penn, Jennifer Jason Leigh, Judge Reinhold, Forest Whitaker, Nicolas Cage, and Eric Stoltz. The Writers Guild of America awarded Crowe with a nomination for Best Screen Adaptation, and the film became an instant cult classic.
In 1989, Crowe made his feature film directorial debut with his original screenplay Say Anything... starring John Cusack and Ione Skye. Cameron’s second movie set in Seattle was the 1992 romantic comedy Singles.
Crowe’s next project, Jerry Maguire, starring Tom Cruise, Renee Zellweger and Cuba Gooding Jr., was released in 1996 to enormous box office success and critical acclaim. The film was nominated for five Academy Awards, including Best Original Screenplay and Best Picture, and Cuba Gooding Jr. took home the Oscar for Best Supporting Actor. Cameron also received a nomination from the Directors Guild of America for Outstanding Directorial Achievement in Feature Film.
Conversations with Wilder, a collection of interviews with legendary director Billy Wilder, was published in November 1999 by Knopf.
Almost Famous, released in September 2000, was the culmination of a 10-year journey to put Cameron’s experiences working for Rolling Stone on film. It was cited on over 150 critic’s Top 10 List’s for 2000 and received six Golden Globe and four Academy Award nominations. The film received two Golden Globes for Best Motion Picture – Comedy/Musical and Best Supporting Actress (Kate Hudson), and Cameron received his first Oscar for Best Original Screenplay.
Cameron’s next film, Vanilla Sky, a retelling of the Spanish film Abre los Ojos (Open Your Eyes), starred Tom Cruise, Penelope Cruz and Cameron Diaz. Vanilla Sky was a world-wide box office success, with Cameron Diaz receiving wide critical acclaim. Paul McCartney’s title song was also nominated for an Academy Award. In 2005, the romantic comedy/drama Elizabethtown, starring Orlando Bloom, Kirsten Dunst and Susan Sarandon, was released, debuting at the Venice Film Festival. He is currently in production on his most recent film, We Bought A Zoo, starring Matt Damon and Scarlett Johannson.
Kelly Curtis
Producer
Kelly Curtis has managed Pearl Jam since their inception in 1990. Prior to this he had co-managed Alice in Chains (1989-1992) and managed Mother Love Bone (1988-1990), the latter of which whose members went on to form the iconic group Pearl Jam. Always peripherally involved with a host of film projects, Curtis has lent his considerable knowledge of the world of music, surf and skate to such notable films as Lords of Dogtown (2005), Almost Famous (2000), Singles (1992) and Say Anything... (1989). 

Morgan Neville

Producer
Morgan Neville is an award-winning documentary filmmaker. He has made a series of films on important musical topics, including The Brill Building, Sun Records, Brian Wilson, Iggy Pop, and James Brown. Neville has been nominated for three Grammys for his music films: Respect Yourself: The Stax Records Story, Muddy Waters Can't Be Satisfied and Johnny Cash’s America and won an Emmy for Hank Williams: Honky Tonk Blues. His last film, Troubadours, premiered at the 2011 Sundance Film Festival and on PBS’ American Masters. 

 
Andy Fischer

Producer
Andy Fischer has spent the last 12 years of his professional life at Vinyl Films, Cameron Crowe’s production company, working on Almost Famous, Vanilla Sky, and Elizabethtown.  In addition to his film work, he has also designed album art for such artists as Cat Stevens, Low, Mark Kozelek, and Pearl Jam, among others.

Barbara McDonough

Creative Producer
A self-confessed music junkie, Barbara cut her teeth directing at MTV in 1996, and her directorial approach was shaped through that widely inventive atmosphere. She has directed numerous interviews featuring legendary musicians: Joni Mitchell, BB King, Ray Davies, Iggy Pop, Grandmaster Flash, and Lou Reed, among many. In 2000 she was recruited to join the directing roster of the international division of Partizan Midi-Minuit, helmed by Michel Gondry. Almost a decade later, she has directed a wide array of shorts, commercials, music videos, and network campaigns, many with notable musicians, athletes and actors. In 2005 she wrote and directed California Stars, starring John Doe, Joel David Moore and Brian George, infused with the musical talents of Golden Smog and Jeff Tweedy, and shot by master cinematographer Ellen Kuras. She most recently directed a short documentary entitled Pearl Jam – Ten Revisited, celebrating their debut rock masterpiece. She and Cameron met through an MTV collaboration involving his film Singles, and years later have found themselves full-circle back to Pearl Jam as the catalyst for their feature collaboration. Says Crowe: “She’s uniquely visual, forever passionate about music, and her work is filled with heart.”
Susan Lacy 

Series Creator and Executive Producer

Susan Lacy has been an award-winning originator of primetime public television programs since 1979. As the creator and executive producer of American Masters, she has been responsible for the production and national broadcast of more than 160 documentary films about our country’s artistic and cultural giants, those who have made an indelible impact on the American landscape. Now celebrating its 25th anniversary season on PBS, American Masters has garnered unprecedented awards and is consistently recognized by television critics as “the best biographical series ever to appear on American television.”

In addition to her executive producing role, Lacy is an award-winning filmmaker. Her 2004 Judy Garland: By Myself earned her an Emmy Award for writing and an Emmy nomination for directing.  She wrote, directed and produced Joni Mitchell: Woman of Heart and Mind (IDA nomination for Outstanding Documentary) and Leonard Bernstein: Reaching for the Note (Emmy Award and DGA nomination).  She produced the Peabody Award-winning Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, directed and produced Rod Serling: Submitted for Your Approval and directed and produced Lena Horne: In Her Own Voice — all for American Masters. She recently produced LENNONYC, a film exploring John Lennon’s life in New York City, and is currently directing a film on David Geffen.

Under her leadership, American Masters received the Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Non-Fiction Series in 1999, 2000, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2008, and 2009, as well as 14 other Primetime Emmy Awards — five for Outstanding Nonfiction Specials and the other nine in various craft categories. In addition to 11 Peabody Awards for John Hammond: From Bessie Smith to Bruce Springsteen, Unknown Chaplin, Buster Keaton: A Hard Act to Follow, Paul Simon: Born at the Right Time, Alexander Calder, F. Scott Fitzgerald: Winter Dreams, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film, Jerome Robbins: Something to Dance About, LENNONYC, and A Letter to Elia, she received Grammy Awards for Lou Reed: Rock and Roll Heart, No Direction Home: Bob Dylan, and When You’re Strange: A Film About The Doors, 28 additional Emmy nominations, an Academy Award and four nominations. 
Lacy’s career in public television began in 1979, as deputy director of performance programs at Thirteen/WNET New York.  She was senior program executive for Great Performances and worked as director of program development with The American Playhouse, where she was a founding member. Lacy then ran the East Coast office of Robert Redford’s Sundance Institute from 1984 to 1987. She was a consulting producer at Time-Life Video during the launch of Time-Warner’s new initiatives in long-form documentary production. Lacy also led programs at both the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities.  

Lacy was one of the select 2005 honorees at the Museum of Television & Radio’s “She Made It” event, which recognized 50 exceptional women who have created and informed the genre, and a 2008 Washington, DC, Women of Vision Awards recipient, honoring those in film and video who inspire and mentor. She was again honored in Washington, DC in 2010 as the recipient of the Cine Golden Eagle Lifetime Achievement Award. She serves on the board of governors of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences, on the board of the Film Forum and is a trustee of the Independent Documentary Association.  Lacy is a member of the Directors Guild of America, the Writers Guild of America, the Independent Features Project and New York Women in Film & Television. 

Lacy has a BA in American Studies from the University of Virginia, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and an MA in American Studies from George Washington University. She was a Graduate Teaching Fellow and a Smithsonian Fellow and completed a residency at the American Academy in Rome. In 1994, she was awarded an honorary doctorate from Long Island University and, in 1996, she was named Distinguished Alumnus of the Year at Mary Washington College, the women’s college of the University of Virginia.
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