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A star-studded line-up of some of the world’s most celebrated artists leads the way when BECOMING AN ARTIST premieres Friday, February 28, 2014, 10:30-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. Featuring luminaries representing eight artistic disciplines (theater, dance, classical music, jazz, opera, playwriting, painting and architecture), this new documentary celebrates the power of mentoring. Among those sharing their wisdom and life lessons are Bill T. Jones and Frank Gehry, as well as YoungArts Master Teachers Mikhail Baryshnikov, Raúl Esparza, John Guare, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Eric Owens, Rosie Perez, Robert Redford, James Rosenquist and Kathleen Turner.  

Underscoring the importance of nurturing this special relationship across the generations, BECOMING AN ARTIST puts the spotlight on both mentor and student. Appearing throughout the program are some of America’s most talented young artists, selected by the 33-year-old National YoungArts Foundation, an organization dedicated to identifying, nurturing and supporting emerging artists. 

Tony-award winning dancer, choreographer and YoungArts Artistic Advisor Bill T. Jones remarks, “YoungArts is important because it catches people at a very, very tender and very open point in their lives … It encourages their faith in their voice.”   Several of the mentors featured are, in fact, YoungArts alumni, including Metropolitan Opera star Eric Owens, four-time Tony Award nominee Raúl Esparza, violinist Jennifer Koh, choreographer Desmond Richardson and CEO of American Ballet Theatre Rachel Moore. 

The program makes clear how fulfilling mentoring can be for student and teacher alike — it’s a two-way street. “When the light goes on … when you explain something or have them do something and it makes sense physically and intellectually that’s just a lovely thing,” actor Kathleen Turner affirms after working one-on-one with a small group of aspiring actors.  

Other mentoring sessions include renowned visual artist James Rosenquist divulging his maxims for mixing paint; Tony Award-winning actor and singer Brian Stokes Mitchell leading a workshop on singing Man of La Mancha’s theme, Bill T. Jones directing performers in an original work, and celebrated dancer, choreographer and actor Mikhail Baryshnikov and Academy Award-winning actor, director and producer Robert Redford conferring with students about pursuing a life in the arts. 

But becoming an artist can be a difficult career path for a teenager to take.  “Painting or poetry or theater isn’t the popular thing like the football team,” recalls Eric Owens. Hailing from all corners of the country, the students come from diverse backgrounds. Some have had to face grim realities on the road to artistic achievement.  Mason Park of Los Angeles, California, confides his struggle becoming a musical theater performer, “I was incredibly bullied and outcast throughout all of middle school. It was a really bad, dark time.” Rachel Moore explains, “When you’re seventeen or eighteen you’re so vulnerable on so many levels, and you can’t do it alone.”

 
Aspiring poet Da’Shawn Mosely from Greenville, South Carolina, had to overcome tremendous obstacles. “My father died when I was three, and then in 4th grade my mom was sentenced to prison because she was the getaway driver in this armed robbery. I’ve always wondered if I never had writing, would I still be in the same place?  Would I still have succeeded as I have, or would I have given up? … I feel like writing was a buoy for me; it really kept me afloat.”

Encouraging a group of students to follow their dream, Mikhail Baryshnikov sums it up, “Art is an extraordinary tool. It’s extraordinary medicine, an investment. And art education, it’s the most necessary thing in the world because it makes people more human.”


BECOMING AN ARTIST is produced and directed by Oscar® and Emmy® Award winning filmmakers Karen Goodman and Kirk Simon. Their work has been broadcast on PBS series’ including American Masters, American Experience, Masterpiece and P.O.V. 

About the National YoungArts Foundation
The National YoungArts Foundation was established in 1981 by Lin and Ted Arison to identify and nurture the next generation of artists in the literary, performing, visual and design arts, and to contribute to the cultural vitality of the nation by supporting the artistic development of talented young artists. To date, YoungArts has honored more than 17,000 young artists with over $6 million in monetary awards; facilitated in excess of $150 million in college scholarship opportunities; and enabled its participants to work with master teachers who are among the most distinguished artists in the world, such as Mikhail Baryshnikov, Jacques d’Amboise, Plácido Domingo, Frank Gehry, Bill T. Jones, Quincy Jones, Robert Redford and Martin Scorsese. For more information, please visit www.youngarts.org.  
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