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Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s Documentary Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise Inspires Conversations About the African-American Experience
Supported by National Engagement Activities and Online Resources

Public Broadcasting Stations Around the Country Engaging in Community Discussions
Surrounding Series’ Themes on Black America Today;
Series Website Takes Audiences Through History
& Provides Context to Explore Issues Facing America;
Series Premieres Tuesdays, November 15 & 22, 2016 at 8 p.m. ET on PBS

[bookmark: _SG_49674ae230804496b276ea83fe323a6d][bookmark: _SG_6ded57aa60cd4112ac9b3c32c6b3128a][bookmark: _SG_6555bee8009b430f89cb5881c19fb590][bookmark: _SG_283b63f991d549a5b47ff4e90582158e][bookmark: _SG_4e38e4af9c274a0db84b898ca0585ade][bookmark: _SG_a009f79bb7ca4f61a28c56958c0f79cc]November 15, 2016 (Washington, D.C.) — Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise, a two-part, four-hour documentary series hosted, executive produced and written by Emmy and Peabody Award-winning Harvard professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., paints a complex and comprehensive portrait of black America while raising urgent questions about the future of the African American community — and our nation as a whole. To explore these urgent questions, WETA, the Washington, D.C. producing station for the series, is coordinating more than twenty-five screening discussion events in support of local community engagement activities surrounding the film, as well as providing online engagement features to the public at pbs.org/BlackAmerica. The documentary series — premiering on PBS over two Tuesdays, November 15 and 22, 2016, at 8:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) — examines the last five decades of African American history since the major civil rights victories of the 1960s, drawing on eyewitness accounts, scholarly analysis and rare archival footage. 

“We are at a critical moment in the black experience in America,” says Gates. “Over the past 50 years, following the remarkable strides made during the civil rights movement of Dr. King, African Americans have achieved a level of cultural, political and economic influence that those early civil rights leaders could hardly have dreamed of. At the same time, poverty remains a stubbornly persistent way of life for far too many African Americans, incarceration rates in our community are at an all-time high and people are crying out to have their basic human dignity recognized, leading some to wonder if things really have changed. This series looks at the rich history of how we arrived where we are today, through all the highs and lows, and poses provocative questions about how we can keep up a momentum of progress.”

The documentary and national outreach engagement were made possible by major corporate support from Bank of America and Johnson & Johnson. Major support is also provided by the Howard and Abby Milstein Foundation, in partnership with HooverMilstein and Emigrant Bank; Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; the Ford Foundation Just Films; the Corporation for Public Broadcasting; and public television viewers and PBS.

“There is no doubt that Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise has come at an especially significant moment for social justice in our nation,” said Andrew Plepler, Environmental, Social and Governance executive, Bank of America. “Our investment in the film and partnership with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. demonstrates our commitment to reflecting on the lessons of our past while looking forward to how we can advance progress around diversity and inclusion — not only in our own workforce, but also in the communities that we serve.”

“Johnson & Johnson is honored to be the sponsor of the PBS series, ‘Black America Since MLK:  And Still I Rise.’ Diversity and inclusion are at the heart of Johnson & Johnson,” says Michael Sneed, Worldwide Vice President, Global Corporate Affairs and Chief Communication Officer. “We value and honor the unique perspectives that black Americans bring to make a difference in our society.  We recognize that diversity of thought help us connect and innovate to better serve our consumer and patients.”
In advance of the Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise premiere on PBS, WETA is coordinating discussion events that provide platforms for dialogue exploring the themes of the series. Every aspect of the series — its visual approach, music, narrative scope, and Gates’ intimate tone — is crafted to feel vibrant and relevant, and to raise questions that are provocative and thoughtful, such as “How far have we come toward racial equality since the civil rights era?” and “What does it mean to be black today?” WETA is overseeing engagement activities in collaboration with PBS member stations in the following markets: 




#BlackAmericaPBS
· Arkansas Educational Telecommunication Network (AETN) in Conway and Little Rock, AR
· Detroit Public Television (DPTV) in Detroit, MI
· Georgia Public Broadcasting (GPB) in Atlanta, Macon and Savannah, GA
· Louisiana Public Broadcasting (LPB) in Baton Rouge, LA
· Maryland Public Television (MPT) in Baltimore, MD
· KCPT in Kansas City, MO
· KERA in Dallas, TX
· New Hampshire Public Television in Durham, NH 
· PBS SoCal in Los Angeles, CA
· SCETV in Columbia and Spartanburg, SC
· ValleyPBS in Fresno, CA
· WGVU in Grand Rapids, MI 
· WIPB, Ball State University in Muncie, IN
· Wisconsin Public Television in Madison, WI
· WETA in Washington, D.C.
· WGBH in Boston, MA 
· WHYY in Philadelphia, PA
· WJCT in Jacksonville, FL



The series website, pbs.org/BlackAmerica, draws audiences into considering the realities of African-American life and connects them to the story of African-American history that is still being written and understood today. The website asks: “If Dr. King came back from the great beyond and said, ‘What’s happened since I’ve been gone? What’s happened in the last 50 years?’ What would you tell him?” The collection of video clips highlights the film’s look at key moments of the civil right movement — from the birth of affirmative action, the growth of the middle class and the Black Power movement, to the Boston busing crisis, Bakke and the rollback of affirmative action. Interactive features delve deeper into the conversation and pose questions for audiences to explore through media and post on their own social media walls for discussion. The series website provides context for discussion and dialog around current issues facing the nation today. In collaboration with PBS Learning Media, WETA will also offer educational curriculum for teachers to bring the themes of the documentary into the classroom via the PBS Learning Media website pbslearningmedia.org.

Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise is animated by viewpoints that have rarely been heard on television, ideas that are not often said aloud, and questions that many are afraid to ask. Today, African Americans wield influence in every domain, from politics and business to academia and the arts. At the same time, black people are incarcerated at six times the rate of whites, and possess 13 times less wealth. Many of our schools and neighborhoods are more segregated than they were in 1965, and police killings of black citizens in places like Baltimore and Baton Rouge recur with tragic frequency — provoking radically different responses within black and white communities. How did we end up here, when half a century ago racial equality seemed imminent — even inevitable?  The following are descriptions for the two-part, four-hour series:

HOUR ONE: OUT OF THE SHADOWS (Tuesday, November 15 at 8 p.m. ET on PBS)
The series begins with the Selma marches that led to the signing of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and the urban rebellion that broke out in Watts mere days later. Gates travels from Watts to rural Alabama, where he learns how Stokely Carmichael helped African Americans form their own political party which sought political power in the face of white terror. Groups like the Black Panthers confronted white authority with a new spirit of defiance. Reverend Jesse Jackson recounts the shocking assassination of Dr. King in 1968, which unleashed a massive wave of rage and mourning, raising fears that civil rights had suffered a lethal blow. The wheels of progress were already in motion, however, thanks to affirmative action and the crumbling of racial barriers. Popular music, films, and television shows conveyed a new message: Black is beautiful. At the same time, the rising call for Black Power inspired artists to redefine American culture, politics, and society — and to see themselves in a new way.

HOUR TWO: MOVE ON UP (Tuesday, November 15 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS)
The second hour dramatizes how the civil rights era propelled a growing portion of black America into true upward mobility, allowing African Americans to join the middle class and move to affluent suburbs in the 1970s and early ‘80s. Black politicians began to enjoy success not seen since Reconstruction. Feminist authors like Alice Walker and Toni Morrison shed light on the experience of African American women, while television sitcoms like The Jeffersons and Good Times depicted the diversity of black life. At the same time, white America’s tolerance for black success was starting to wear thin. Hank Aaron’s shattering of Babe Ruth’s home-run record provoked a racist backlash, and affirmative action faced serious challenges in the U.S. Supreme Court. As the global economy took a turn for the worse, white resentment of black success sharpened, and Ronald Reagan evoked a new, racially-tinged bogeyman: the “welfare queen.” But black America refused to surrender. 

HOUR THREE: KEEP YOUR HEAD UP (Tuesday, November 22 at 8 p.m. ET on PBS)
The third hour reveals profound fissures within black America that deepened through the 1980s and ‘90s. Gates visits his old friends Oprah Winfrey and Bob Johnson, who blazed astonishing trails during this era, reaching levels of success that Dr. King would never have imagined possible. Yet he also talks with Reverend Al Sharpton, who recalls the desperate fight mounted within poor black communities against a terrifying new scourge: crack cocaine. Gates dissects the tragedy of America’s War on Drugs with former Attorney General Eric Holder. Gates also shows how many Americans, surrounded by a well-established black middle class and dazzled by black superstars from Bill Cosby to Michael Jackson, were becoming convinced that racial inequality had been vanquished for good. The era’s racial flashpoints called this view into serious doubt, however. The controversial Rodney King and O.J. Simpson verdicts, and the confirmation hearings of Justice Clarence Thomas attested to the persistence of the color line in American society, despite the increasing diversity of the black community.

HOUR FOUR: TOUCH THE SKY (Tuesday, November 22 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS)
The final hour brings the story to the present day. The tragedy of Hurricane Katrina came as a wake-up call, revealing that the black poor were still grappling with issues the civil rights movement tried to resolve decades earlier. Yet Senator Barack Obama’s run for the presidency sparked a wave of hope that the country might at last be ready for real change. However, as Gates carefully shows, America’s old problems did not disappear with the election of a black president. As incidents of lethal police brutality continued to occur, a new movement began taking shape, with young activists like DeRay Mckesson and Alicia Garza and high-profile entertainers like Beyonce and Kendrick Lamar rallying around a new slogan: Black Lives Matter. The series ends where it began: on the Edmond Pettus Bridge in Selma, with Gates raising questions about the past and future of black America.

For more information about Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise, visit pbs.org/pbs.org/BlackAmerica. An electronic press kit, including downloadable photos for promotional use, is available at pressroom.pbs.org.

Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise is a production of Inkwell Films, McGee Media, Kunhardt Films and WETA Washington, D.C., in association with Ark Media. The documentary is hosted, executive produced, and written by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Additional executive producers include Dyllan McGee and Peter Kunhardt, and the executive producers for WETA are Dalton Delan and Anne Harrington. Rachel Dretzin of Ark Media is the senior producer. Leslie Asako Gladsjo and Sabin Streeter are the series producers. Leslie Asako Gladsjo, Talleah Bridges McMahon, Sabin Streeter and Leah Williams are directors. Major corporate support for Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise is provided by Bank of America and Johnson & Johnson. Major support is also provided by the Howard and Abby Milstein Foundation, in partnership with HooverMilstein and Emigrant Bank; Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; the Ford Foundation Just Films; the Corporation for Public Broadcasting; and public television viewers and PBS.

# # #

About WETA Washington, DC
WETA Washington, D.C., is one of the largest producing stations of new content for public television in the United States. WETA productions and co-productions include PBS NewsHour, Washington Week, The Kennedy Center Mark Twain Prize, The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song, Latino Americans, The Italian Americans, Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Season Three and documentaries by filmmaker Ken Burns and by scholar Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Sharon Percy Rockefeller is president and CEO. More information on WETA and its programs and services is available at weta.org.

About McGee Media
McGee Media was founded by award-winning filmmaker Dyllan McGee to produce documentary content that is innovative, compelling and immersive. Every story is born from a vision of a more fair and equitable world. Whether it is the sweeping history of the African-American experience or the intimate personal stories of the hundreds of women who made up the feminist movement, McGee Media uses television, film and digital media in radical new ways to inform and inspire. Current projects include: MAKERS (AOL), Once & For All (AOL) and Finding Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (PBS).

About Kunhardt Films 
Kunhardt Films produces documentaries about the people and ideas that shape our world. Most recently completed is JIM, a two-hour film about the life and imprisonment of journalist James Foley. Other films include Living with Lincoln (HBO, 2015.); Nixon By Nixon: In His Own Words (HBO, 2014); Finding your Roots with Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Season 2 (PBS, 2014); Makers: Women Who Make America, Season 2 (PBS, 2014); The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross (PBS, 2013); Gloria: In Her Own Words (HBO, 2011) and Teddy: In His Own Words (HBO, 2009). Kunhardt Films was founded in 1987 as Kunhardt Productions. It is run by Peter Kunhardt and his sons Teddy and George.

About Inkwell Films 
Inkwell Films was founded by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. to produce sophisticated documentary films about the African and African-American experience for a broad audience. The six-part PBS documentary series The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross (2013) earned the 2013 Peabody Award and NAACP Image Award. Inkwell Films has co-produced Finding Your Roots (Seasons 1-3), Black in Latin America (2011), Faces of America (2010), Looking for Lincoln (2009), African American Lives 2 (2008), Oprah’s Roots (2007) and African American Lives (2006). 

About Ark Media
Ark Media is an award-winning documentary film company founded in 1997 by the husband and wife producing team of Barak Goodman and Rachel Dretzin. Ark partnered with Kunhardt-McGee Productions on the Henry Louis Gates, Jr. series The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross (2013), Finding Your Roots (Seasons 1-3) and Faces of America (2010) and, also with Kunhardt-McGee, produced Looking for Lincoln (2009) and the Makers project for PBS. Ark also partnered with WETA Washington, D.C., on the award-winning six-hour series Ken Burns Presents Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies A Film by Barak Goodman, the four-hour series The Italian-Americans, and are developing the four-hour series The Gene: An Intimate History. Ark’s numerous films for the esteemed PBS Series’ Frontline and American Experience have won nearly every major broadcast award: the Emmy, duPont-Columbia, Robert F. Kennedy, Writers Guild and Peabody Awards, as well as earning an Academy Award nomination and official selection to the Sundance Film Festival. Ark has also produced documentaries for The New York Times, American Movie Classics, ABC and the History Channel. For more information, visit ark-media.net.
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