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BLACK AMERICA SINCE MLK: AND STILL I RISE
Henry Louis Gates, Jr. 
Executive Producer, Presenter and Writer
An Emmy Award-winning filmmaker and literary scholar, Professor Gates is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of the Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Harvard University. He has authored or co-authored 21 books and created 15 documentary films, including the critically acclaimed series FINDING YOUR ROOTS season four of which is now in production. His six-part PBS documentary series, THE AFRICAN AMERICANS: MANY RIVERS TO CROSS (2013), which he wrote, executive produced and hosted, earned the Emmy Award for Outstanding Historical Program — Long Form, as well as the Peabody Award, Alfred I. duPont-Columbia University Award and NAACP Image Award. Having written for such leading publications as The New Yorker, The New York Times and Time, Professor Gates serves as chairman of TheRoot.com, a daily online magazine he co-founded in 2008, while overseeing the Oxford African American Studies Center, the first comprehensive scholarly online resource in the field. In 2015, Professor Gates released And Still I Rise: Black America Since MLK (Ecco/HarperCollins) with Kevin M. Burke. The companion book to his current film is a timeline and chronicle of the past 50 years of black history in the U.S. in more than 350 photos. The recipient of 55 honorary degrees and numerous prizes, Professor Gates was a member of the first class awarded “genius grants” by the MacArthur Foundation in 1981, and in 1998 he became the first African-American scholar to be awarded the National Humanities Medal. He earned his B.A. in English Language and Literature, summa cum laude, from Yale University in 1973, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in English Literature from Clare College at the University of Cambridge in 1979.
Charlayne Hunter-Gault 
Emmy and Peabody Award-Winning Journalist

An award-winning journalist, Hunter-Gault became the first African-American woman to enroll at the University of Georgia in 1961. Since her first experience with desegregation, Hunter-Gault has devoted much of her journalism career covering stories involving civil and human rights and inequality. She began her career in journalism as a reporter for The New Yorker magazine after graduating with a journalism degree in 1963. Later, after working at a local NBC affiliate in Washington, DC, and as a reporter at The New York Times, she joined PBS NewsHour — formerly known as The MacNeil/ Lehrer Report — as a correspondent in 1978. During her time in public broadcasting, she was recognized with numerous awards, including two Emmy Awards as well as a Peabody Award for her work on “Apartheid’s People,” a NewsHour series about life in South Africa. Hunter-Gault left NewsHour in 1997 to work in South Africa as NPR’s chief correspondent, during which time she won another Peabody Award for her coverage of the African continent. She later went on to work as the Johannesburg bureau chief for CNN from 1999 to 2005. Last year, Hunter-Gault returned to NewsHour as special correspondent for a year-long series of conversations called “Race Matters,” featuring race relations experts who have experience with solutions to racism. She also was the recipient of the Washington Press Club Foundation’s 2015 Lifetime Achievement Award and is the author of three books, In My Place, a memoir up to her desegregation of UGA; New News Out of Africa, a look at some of the positive changes taking place in Africa; To the Mountaintop: My Journey Through the Civil Rights Revolution, a look at the larger issue of desegregation beyond her own by various actors and their struggle and ultimate victory over Jim Crow in the Deep South; and an e-book, Corrective Rape: Discrimination, Assault, Sexual Violence, and Murder Against South Africa’s LGBT Community.
DeRay Mckesson 
Organizer, Activist and Educator 
An activist, organizer and educator, 31-year-old Black Lives Matter activist Mckesson is a Baltimore native who rose to national prominence in August 2014 when he joined the Ferguson protests after the death of Michael Brown. Mckesson is a Teach for America alum and former Senor Director of Human Capital with Minneapolis Public Schools. He is also the co-founder of Campaign Zero, a data-driven platform offering comprehensive solutions to end police brutality in America. Mckesson has garnered a strong and still-growing following for his on-the-ground and social media activism. Last year, Mckesson made Fortune’s 50 World’s Greatest Leaders list, The Root 100 list in 2015 and was the recipient of the Peter Jennings Award for Civic Leadership for Teach for America. He has written for influential publications including The Washington Post, The Huffington Post and The Guardian. Mckesson’s writing delineates his experiences from Ferguson and beyond, and the igniting of a new civil rights movement both in communities and on digital platforms. He graduated cum laude from Bowdoin College in 2007 with a degree in government and legal studies, political theory. 
Cornel West, Ph.D. 

Philosopher, Author, Public Intellectual and Civil Rights Activist 

A prominent American philosopher, scholar of African-American and religious studies, and political activist, Dr. West is a professor of philosophy and Christian practice at Union Theological Seminary and professor emeritus at Princeton University. A public intellectual and champion for racial justice, Dr. West has written more than 20 books, including his classic pieces, Race Matters and Democracy Matters, and his recent critically acclaimed releases, Black Prophetic Fire and The Radical King. His books analyze issues of race, class and justice, with a unique political perspective based on democratic socialism. In addition to his literary works, Dr. West is a frequent guest on the “Bill Maher Show,” CNN and “Democracy Now.” He has also co-hosted a radio show, “Smiley & West,” with Tavis Smiley. He is known for his spoken word albums, including Never Forget: A Journey of Revelations (2007), collaborating with Jill Scott, Andre 3000, Talib Kweli, KRS-one and the late Prince and Gerald Levert. Dr. West began his career as a lecturer and has taught at Yale, Harvard and the University of Paris. Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma and raised in Sacramento, California, Dr. West entered Harvard at age 17 in 1970. He earned his bachelor’s degree and graduated magna cum laude from Harvard in 1973. Dr. West then obtained both his master’s degree and a doctorate in philosophy from Princeton in 1980.
