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BLUEPRINT AMERICA: BEYOND THE MOTOR CITY
Miles O’Brien- Host

Miles O'Brien is an Emmy-award-winning 27-year broadcast news veteran who has successfully melded a talent for telling complex stories in accessible terms with a lifelong passion for aviation, space, technology and the environment.  He has completed 3 documentaries with WNET’s Blueprint America series about improving infrastructure.  
O’Brien worked for nearly seventeen years as a correspondent, anchor and producer for CNN based in Atlanta and New York. He has focused on the leading edge of research and development - writing and reported the network’s first hour-long documentary on climate change garnering numerous awards.

O’Brien weathered Hurricane Katrina – reporting live as the storm tore through Louisiana. He produced several reports focusing on flaws in the levee design and management that exacerbated the disaster. The CNN team that he led in New Orleans won several awards – including both the Peabody and DuPont.

Known for his unparalleled coverage of space exploration, O'Brien led CNN's reporting over the past 17 years including of the loss of the space shuttle Columbia in February of 2003 – reporting live for 16 straight hours. The accident scuttled a deal he had just brokered with NASA to make him the first journalist to fly on the space shuttle.

O’Brien is an experienced instrument-rated pilot and airplane owner – and has leveraged that insight and knowledge into unrivaled television coverage of aviation.  Currently he is completing a documentary for PBS Frontline on the crash of Continental #3407 and related aviation safety issues.  

He and his wife, Sandy, shot a documentary in Africa called “Over Africa, Flying Low and Slow with the Kenya Wildlife Service”.  It’s been shown at air shows around the country and most recently at the IMAX theater at the Air & Space Museum in Washington D.C.

Prior to joining CNN in 1992, he worked at local TV stations in Washington, DC, St. Joseph, MO, Albany, NY, Tampa and Boston.

He was born and raised in Detroit, majored in history at Georgetown and currently lives in Manhattan with his wife and teenage son and daughter.

Aaron Woolf- Producer/Director/Writer
Aaron Woolf is an award-winning documentary filmmaker whose work has focused on the human dimension of government policy and he has spoken extensively on policy issues ranging from immigration to agriculture to rebuilding America's infrastructure.  
He is the director and producer of the critically acclaimed film, King Corn, his sixth feature documentary, for which he was awarded a 2008 George Foster Peabody Award.   Woolf’s work has been released theatrically in the US, Europe and Japan and broadcast on PBS, the Sundance Channel, and numerous international networks including RAI, ARTE, and SBS.   In 2000, Woolf directed Greener Grass: Cuba, Baseball, and the United States, a WNET-ITVS co-production that received a Banff Rockie Award. In 2003, he directed Dying to Leave: The Global Face of Human Trafficking and Smuggling, which won an Australian Emmy Logie Award for best documentary series, aired as a two-hour special on the PBS series Wide Angle, and has been screened at the State Department and the United Nations.  
Woolf has presented work and spoken at numerous institutions including Stanford University, Yale, UCLA, the CDC and the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. 
He is the founder of Mosaic Films Incorporated and is currently directing and producing a film for PBS as part of the Rockefeller Foundation funded Blueprint America series on American infrastructure. 
In 2007 he opened Urban Rustic, a Brooklyn NY grocery specializing in locally-sourced and organic foods. He divides his time between New York City and Elizabethtown, NY.

Kathleen Hughes- Executive Producer

Kathleen Hughes, Blueprint America’s Executive Producer,  is a two-time Emmy Award-winning producer, director, writer and executive whose documentaries and magazine pieces have appeared on such diverse programs as Now with Bill Moyers, Frontline, Wide Angle, and ABC News’ Turning Point. 
In 2007, her 90-minute documentary with Bill Moyers, “Buying the War” was featured as the premiere episode of Bill Moyers Journal and won the Emmy Award for Best Report in a News magazine.  The program was called "one of the most gripping and important pieces of broadcast journalism so far this year” by the Washington Post.  

Her productions and co-productions have won numerous other awards, including the duPont Columbia Gold Baton and the Gracie Award.  Kathleen began her TV career as an Associate Producer for Channel Thirteen in New York and for CBS News’ Sixty Minutes.  She has a masters in journalism from Columbia University.  
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