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Detroit

· Detroit’s metropolitan area population is 4,425,110, according to the U.S. Census Bureau.
· Only 912,062 people live in the city, less than half of the city’s population at its height in the 1950’s. The rest are spread out among suburban areas.
· Detroit’s population is living in a city with an area of 138 square miles, larger than San Francisco, Boston, and Manhattan combined. It is estimated that about 40 square miles have been abandoned.
· One third of Detroit households don’t have access to a car; however, spending on public transportation is last among the 20 largest cities in the United States.

· Detroit is the only city among the 30 largest in the United States without a regional rapid transit system.
· Detroit was home to the first mile of road paved with concrete, and the first urban freeway.
· The only mechanized transit in Detroit is the People Mover, which travels only a 2.9 mile loop in downtown Detroit. It was supposed to be a pilot program for a larger transit system funded primarily by the federal government. Due to local political disagreements, the rest of the system was never built.
· Twenty-three attempts to create a regional transit authority over the past 30 years have failed.
· On May, 2009, Mayor Dave Bing announced that bus service on Saturday evening and all Sunday service would be eliminated. Subsequent public outrage and protests saved weekend service, and led to less drastic cuts on other lines.
· City buses have only recently began connecting with the suburban bus system (SMART), and the SMART buses do not incorporate all suburban communities.
· Detroit and its suburbs make up one of the most segregated metropolitan areas in the country; 83% of the city is African American, versus the 12.3% national average.
· Communities that lack reliable transportation have been forced to improvise, creating programs like the North End Transit (NET), where members of the Vanguard Community Center drive vanpools of residents to critical destinations a couple days a week.
· Various private companies have expressed some interest in converting Detroit’s abandoned land into factories for new green energy technologies, and even urban farmland.
· Detroit is now working to develop a light rail system through private foundational funding and city collaboration.
· The Woodward Avenue Light Rail Project could break ground in 2010.
Spain
· Spain has invested 100 billion euros so far to build a modern high-speed rail system and is on track to have the world’s most extensive system by 2020. When it’s complete, 90% of the population of Spain will live within 30 miles of a high speed rail station.
· Madrid’s Atocha Station, originally built in 1894, now accommodates high-speed trains that run up to 215 miles an hour.

· Spain’s first high-speed train was inaugurated in 1992 and connected Seville and Madrid.
· In the first year of operation, nearly half of the 5 million annual travelers between Madrid and Seville opted for high-speed rail over air transportation.
· The high-speed trains in Madrid can transport 8 times more people for the same amount of energy as airplanes, while producing ¼ of the carbon emissions.
· Spain has had a 14 year streak of economic growth (ending only with this most recent world-wide economic downturn), and has gone from being one of the poorest European countries to one of the leading European economies.
· Spain has relied heavily on partnerships with private companies to build and maintain their transportation infrastructure.

· Six of the world’s top ten public-works construction companies are from Spain.

Transportation Issues in the United States
· There is no single federal agency dedicated to overseeing mass transit, and transportation decisions have been left to each state for the past 30 years.
· Public transportation ridership in the United States is the highest it has been since the 1940s, yet most major transit networks across the nation have suffered service cuts and/or fare increases.
· The first federal attempt to link the country together through transportation projects dates back to Albert Gallatin’s 1808 plan, which could not be realized when the states disagreed on how to fund it.
· Currently, there are no true high speed rail systems in the United States.  
· President Obama has pledged $8 billion dollars for high speed rail in the most recent stimulus bill. This figure represents less than a quarter of the projected cost of California’s high speed rail plan.
· Twenty-three other states are also vying for federal funds, and have put forth their own or joint proposals for high speed rail projects.

California

· A new high-speed rail project is currently being surveyed in California, with plans to break ground as early as 2012.

· In November 2008, voters approved a $10 billion bond issue for the construction of the first true high speed rail project in the United States, connecting Los Angeles to San Francisco in under 3 hours.
· The project is modeled after the successful high-speed rail in Spain as California is similar in topography, climate and population density.
· A California Governor’s Commission went to Spain to learn how the system works.
