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People in the film:
PROF. ROBERT FISHMAN
Professor of Architecture and Urban Planning, University of Michigan

Professor Fishman teaches in the urban design, architecture, and urban planning programs at the University of Michigan. He received his Ph.D. and A.M. in history from Harvard and his A.B. in history from Stanford University. He is a nationally recognized expert in the areas of urban history and urban policy and planning. He has authored several books regarded as seminal texts, on the history of cities and urbanism including Bourgeois Utopias: The Rise and Fall of Suburbia (1987) and Urban Utopias in the Twentieth Century: Ebenezer Howard, Frank Lloyd Wright, and Le Corbusier (1977). His most recent work is on exurbs. Professor Fishman’s essay 1808 – 1908- 2008: National Planning for America was influential in development of this project. 
LEE GADDIES

Transit Advocate

Lee Gaddies works as the Social Justice Chair of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Detroit.  An entrepreneur, he opened Detroit’s first cyber café, Alhpabase, in 1997. Gaddies is active with both the Gamaliel Foundation, a national organizing institution, and has served as a team leader at Metropolitan Organizing Strategy Enabling Strength (MOSES) on the Transportation Taskforce.  Gaddies graduated Detroit’s Center for Creative Studies in 1997, earning a bachelor’s degree in graphic and communication arts.  Currently, he is a member of City Council President Ken Cockrell’s Green Task Force, and has worked to have more federal involvement in Detroit’s transportation needs.  Gaddies believes public transportation is a key to equity and a free society.

PROF. ROBIN BOYLE 

Urban Economic Development, Wayne State University

Robin Boyle is Professor of Urban Planning and Chair of the Department of Urban Studies and Planning (DUSP), Wayne State University (WSU) in Detroit, Michigan. Active in professional organizations, he is co-chair of the Detroit chapter of the Urban Land Institute [ULI] and serves on the board of the Michigan Suburbs Alliance. In 2004 he was nominated to the Planning Board for the City of Birmingham, MI, becoming chair in 2006. Research interests include planning and design for an aging society,  the issue of vacant land in central cities, and trends in national urban policy.  His work on aging has been supported by the Berman Foundations.  Vacant land research has been funded by the Land Policy Program at MSU in collaboration with the Michigan Suburbs Alliance (MSA) and in particular their successful Redevelopment Ready Communities initiative.

Boyle was Born Glasgow Scotland, May 1952, and worked as a Lecturer, Senior Lecturer and Head of Department of Center for Planning, at University of Strathclyde, Glasgow from 1976-1991.  He emigrated to the US, January 1992 and retains dual citizenship for the UK and US.

BILL MCGRAW

Former reporter, Detroit Free Press

Bill McGraw recently became the director of media relations for Detroit-based Compuware Corp. He was formerly a Detroit Free Press reporter and columnist for more than 30 years, covering federal court, city hall, urban affairs, casinos, the Red Wings and the Tigers. He served as general assignment reporters and the Toronto-based Canada correspondent for the paper.  He is the editor of several books including Great Pages in Michigan History, The Quotations of Mayor Coleman A. Young, and The Detroit Almanac: 300 years of life in the Motor City. His work is known for a personal take on life in Metro Detroit. In October 2009, the journalism program at Wayne State university named McGraw the 2009 Journalist of the Year. 

RONNY ROMAN

Former Detroit Resident

Ronny Roman is a former resident of Orleans Street in Detroit, where he lived form 1950 to the mid 1990’s.  He began his career as a minister at the Spiritual Israel Church and Its Army on the corner of Orleans and Victor streets.  He now practices his ministry with the same church in Saginaw, Michigan.  Roman is the father of four grown children and fondly recalls memories of his early life in Detroit. 
MATT CULLEN

Former General Manager of Economic Development, General Motors

Matthew P. Cullen serves as president and CEO of M-1 RAIL, the 3.4-mile light rail line that will connect the City of Detroit’s tremendous assets, encourage vibrant neighborhoods, and drive economic development for a strong Detroit. Cullen is a 29-year veteran of General Motors (GM) where he was General Manager of Economic Development and Enterprise Services.  He is currently president and chief operating officer of Rock Ventures LLC, an umbrella entity formed to provide operational coordination, guidance, and integration for Dan Gilbert's portfolio of companies and investments.  Cullen also has responsibility for Gilbert's "Detroit 2.0" initiative, which is an effort to spark development in downtown Detroit.

TOM UMBERG

Vice Chairperson, California High Speed Rail Authority 

Thomas J. Umberg is an attorney with Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP, and specializes in federal and state policy and regulatory matters, domestic and international project development, infrastructure project development, and crisis management. Mr. Umberg has extensive trial experience and has been chosen as a "Super Lawyer" for Southern California - a recognition limited to only 5% of the lawyers in Southern California. He was also selected as one of the "Best Lawyers in America" in the field of commercial litigation. He is also a former Assistant U. S. Attorney for Los Angeles and Orange County. During his three terms in the California Legislature, Mr. Umberg chaired the Committee on Environmental Safety and authored 58 measures that were signed into law, including statutes involving Super Speed Rail Transport and other transportation issues

JOHN GEORGE

President, Motor City Blight Busters

John George is president of Motor City Blight Busters. George, had previously been involved in the family insurance business, but in 1988 he grew tired of waiting for the city to do something about the derelict house on his block.  He took matters into his own hands using plywood, paint and some volunteers from the neighborhood.  George soon decided improving his city was his calling and sold the insurance business to found the Motor City Blight Busters. Sixteen years later, it has become one of the premier non-profit community housing development organizations in the state. 

JOHN HANTZ

President, Hantz Farms

John R. Hantz is the CEO of Hantz Group, Inc. and is a nationally recognized leader in the financial community. A Detroit resident, Hantz is a supporter of numerous community projects, including a plan to convert vacant land in Detroit into the world’s largest urban commercial farm. Hantz Farms has partnered with Michigan State University inorder to benefit from the school’s skill in agricultural and soil sciences.  They are also consulting with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.  Hantz is a 19 year resident of Detroit and has renovated and restored 11 homes in the historic Indian Village neighborhood.
MATT ALLEN

Senior Vice President of Hantz Farms, 

Matt Allen came to the Hantz Group after concluding a governmental appointment as Press Secretary for the City of Detroit.  Prior to that Mr. Allen enjoyed success in television and radio news. He has additional management experience from Dayton Hudson, Target, and TJX. In addition to civil service and business, Mr. Allen served honorably over 13 years in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve.  Matt Allen is a graduate of Michigan State University, where he earned a BA in criminal justice and was President of his fraternity. LAE/ACJA. Mr. Allen is very active in the community serving on several boards and volunteer organizations. He lives in Detroit with his wife Tania, their daughter Frances and son Darius.

Nancy Goia

Ford Motor Company

Nancy Lee Gioia is Ford Motor Company’s director of Global Electrification. Appointed to this position Oct. 9, 2009, Gioia directs strategy and planning for the next generation of Ford’s global electric vehicle portfolio, touching all aspects of electrified transportation, including product planning, supplier partnerships and collaboration with the energy industry and government. Prior to taking her current role, Gioia was Ford’s director of Sustainable Mobility Technology and Hybrid Vehicle Programs for North America, overseeing research, development and ultimately deployment of other sustainable mobility technologies such as hydrogen internal combustion engines and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

Lynn Shenk

Board Member, California High Speed Rail Authority 

Lynn Schenk is a member of the California High-Speed Rail Authority.  She is an attorney and senior corporate advisor, serving on the boards of several high profile institutions. Ms. Schenk was also Chief of Staff to California Governor Gray Davis from 1999 to 2003. In 1992, Ms. Schenk became the first woman elected to the United States House of Representatives to represent the San Diego area. As a member of the 103d Congress, Congresswoman Schenk sat on the House Energy and Commerce Committee where she was the recognized as a congressional leader on matters related to biotechnology and high-speed rail.
Keith Cooley

CEO NextEnergy

Keith Cooley serves as the CEO of NextEnergy, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose goal is to provide a catalytic environment for alternative and renewable energy projects. Cooley holds a master's degree in nuclear engineering from the University of Michigan. Before joining NextEnergy, Keith served as Director of Michigan’s Department of Labor and Economic Growth and as CEO of Focus: HOPE, a Detroit civil and human rights organization.  Keith spent two decades at General Motors, rising to Engineering Director for Cadillac and eventually Director, Strategic Planning, for GM Corporate Communications.

Norman Anderson

CG/LA Infrastructure

As President & CEO, Norman F. Anderson focuses on infrastructure project creation, aimed at increasing the level of infrastructure investment, and the performance of existing infrastructure stocks, in developed and developing countries alike. He has overseen the development and execution of CG/LA’s proprietary analytic models, including: The Global and Latin American Annual Infrastructure Capacity Rankings; The “Eight Criteria for Assessing a Country’s Infrastructure Capacity,” and CG/LA’s 5 year and 20 year infrastructure demand models. He recently completed a White Paper for the World Economic Forum on infrastructure in Latin America, and was subsequently asked to edit the companion series of papers on the U.S., China, India, Africa and Asia.  In July 2008 he published “Outlook for Infrastructure” in The Future of North America 2025; Outlook & Recommendations,” a CSIS publication financed by the Canadian, Mexican and US Executive branches. 

Pedro Perez Fernandez

Former Secretary of State for Economy

Pedro Pérez Fernández served as Spain’s Secretary of State for the Economy from 1988 through 1993. After leaving his post, He was the president of Tabacalera, the company that invented the cigar, and also served as executive director of the IMF. He has also served as chairman of the Consejo Superior Bancario (Higher Banking Council) and chairman of Bankers Trust in Spain.  
Judy Eggly

Former Detroit Resident

Judy Eggly was born and raised in Detroit.  She attended the University of Detroit and taught kindergarten, first and second grades in the city’s public schools for 37 years. Though she never rode on them, she can remember Detroit’s streetcars making their way down the major boulevards.  A mother and grandmother, Eggly is now retired and lives in St. Claire Shores, MI about 20 minutes north of Detroit. 

Dan Williams, Jr.

Detroit Resident 

Dan Williams is a Detroit native.  He was the first African American to hold and executive position at J. L. Hudsons.  He is now retired and lives in the Cameron Court Senior Center.  He has recently started a small scale agriculture project on 4 acres of land he owns within the city of Detroit. 

Omar Ahart

Detroit Resident

A Detroit native, Omar Ahart is the Academic and Educational Support Coordinator at the Vanguard Community Center.  Vanguard is a nonprofit organization in Detroit’s North End community that seeks to meet people’s basic needs, including food, clothing, shelter, education, employment and transportation.  Ahart also teaches in Detroit’s public school system.
PROF. Eric Rauchway

History, University of California, Davis
Eric Rauchway has taught history at the University of California, Davis since 2001; before that he taught for three years at Oxford.  He is the author of four books on US history, including most recently The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Very Short Introduction and Blessed Among Nations: How the World Made America. He is currently researching the federal government's policies for economic development, including the building of infrastructure, in the US South and West in the period from the Civil War to the Second World War.
MARCELL TODD

Director, Detroit City Planning Commission 

Marcell R. Todd, Jr. is a native son of Detroit and a product of the Detroit Public Schools. Marcell nurtured his love of Art, Architecture and Planning as a student at Cass Technical High School.  After graduating from Cass in 1984, Todd continued his education at Lawrence Technological University, receiving a Bachelor of Science Degree in Architecture in 1991.  Prior to graduating, Todd was offered a position with the City of Detroit, Planning Commission as an intern.  Through the years, Todd rose through the ranks of the organization from City Planner 1 through 5.  In November 2006, the Detroit City Council unanimously voted to recommend him for appointment as Director of the Planning Commission.  In December 2006 the City Planning Commission, acting on that recommendation, made the appointment and Todd was installed as director of the Commission, where he currently oversees a knowledgeable and experienced staff of 17, including the staff of the Historic Designation Advisory Board which was consolidated with the Commission staff in the fall of 2007.
Ken Jong

Engineering Manager, California High Speed Rail Authority
In 1984, Ken Jong began his engineering career as a highway designer with the California Department of Transportation.  He took a position with Parsons Brinckerhoff, a global leader in the planning and design of large transportation infrastructure, in 1988 to broaden his experience .For the next 12 years, Jong would work on a variety of large transportation projects encompassing highways, airports, rail and transit principally in California.  Jong moved to the UK in the year 2000 to work on the upgrade of one of Europe's busiest railways, the West Coast Main Line which connects London to Glasgow.  Following this overseas assignment, he relocated to the San Diego area where he completed the design of the SR 125 Gap/Connector Project, the only privatized Toll Road in California delivered under a Design/Build contract.  In October 2006, Jong took on the Engineering Manager responsibilities for the California High-Speed Train project.  A native Californian, Jong has delivered large transportation infrastructure across the state from San Francisco to San Diego.  He now spends his full-time effort to bring the first modern high-speed rail system to the U.S.
Ildefonso de Matías Jiménez, 

Managing Director, Metro de Madrid 

Ildefonso de Matías Jiménez, joined Metro de Madrid in 1989 as the head of the Building and Civil Engineering Department.  Since 1993 he has acted as Coordinator for all Metro Expansion Projects with the Directorate General of Transport Infrastructure for the Madrid Region. From 1998 to 2003 he held the post of Project Manager at Metro de Madrid, combining this post with the work of coordinating and drafting new projects related to Metro Expansion and high speed lines for the Directorate General of Transport Infrastructure. He is currently Managing Director of Metro de Madrid; President of the Latin American Association of Underground Networks and Subways (ALAMYS) and Vice-president of UITP (Union International Public Transport). He is a member of the Governing Boards for Mintra, TFM, MLM and Metrocall. He has published various studies and given conferences in both Spain and abroad. Sr. Matias began his career as an Aeronautical Engineer in 1973 and has been professionally involved up to now in the fields of nuclear engineering and metropolitan railway construction and operating. Until 1987 he worked at the Nuclear Division of Técnicas Reunidas, in the Department of Structural Testing, reaching the position of Manager. Following this, he was also responsible for special testing for the Ministry of Defense and for the European Space Agency (ESA).

