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“CALIFORNIA AND THE AMERICAN DREAM” 

EXPLORES DYNAMICS OF CULTURE, COMMUNITY 

AND IDENTITY IN ONE OF WORLD’S MOST DIVERSE REGIONS

EPISODE 4: RIPE FOR CHANGE

California at the Crossroads:

Between Sustainable Farming and Agribusiness

Four-Part Series to Air Nationally on PBS

On Thursdays, April 13-May 4, 2006 at 10 PM (Check Local Listings)

(San Francisco)  CALIFORNIA AND THE AMERICAN DREAM, a new four-part series narrated by Academy Award-winning actress Linda Hunt, explores the dynamics of culture, community and identity in one of the world’s most diverse regions. In the last 35 years, California, a state with the world’s sixth-largest economy, has seen dramatic changes in social, demographic and cultural trends, which have transformed the state so much that it bears little resemblance to the Hollywood dreamscape projected in previous decades. 

Through the "window" of food and agriculture, “Ripe for Change” reveals two parallel yet contrasting views of our world. One believes that large-scale agriculture, genetic engineering, and technology promise a hunger-less future. The other is for a more organic, sustainable, and locally focused farming that reclaims the aesthetic and nurturing qualities of food and considers the impact on the environment, on communities, and on workers. 

During the politically tumultuous 1960s and 70s in California, food and the growing of it became inextricably connected to politics. Corporate interests began to influence agricultural research at the University of California. At the same time, the back-to-the-land movement was taking hold supported by food activists like Alice Waters who created California Cuisine using local, fresh and seasonal produce.

-over-
These two contrasting views are at the heart of California's agricultural dilemma. With diminishing resources and a growing population, how will the state cope? Will high tech industrial farming techniques feed us?  Will the land survive the assault of chemicals?  How can consumers participate in these life-affecting decisions? 

These debates have profound implications for all of America, especially in a world where scarcity is the norm and natural resources like land, water, and oil are being depleted.  In this episode, revealing interviews with some of California’s prominent farmers, chefs and food thinkers offer an opportunity to consider these complex questions.  “Ripe for Change” is about the choices we make regarding what we eat and reclaiming the aesthetics of food as it nurtures and sustains our bodies. 

“Ripe for Change,” is part of a four part series by veteran filmmakers Paul Espinosa, Jed Riffe, Lyn Goldfarb and Emiko Omori.  Episode 1: “California's ‘Lost’ Tribes” goes beyond the glitz and glamour of American Indian Casinos to explore the current conflicts over Indian gaming and to explore the underpinnings of Tribal sovereignty.  Episode 2: “The Price of Renewal” examines issues of community development, philanthropy and civic engagement as a single community struggles to rebuild a tattered and declining neighborhood in City Heights, often referred to the Ellis Island of San Diego. Episode 3: “The New Los Angeles” explores the complexities of inclusion in America’s largest majority-minority city and the political empowerment of Latinos.  For more information online: <www.californiadreamseries.org>
CALIFORNIA AND THE AMERICAN DREAM is a co-production of Executive Producers Paul Espinosa, Lyn Goldfarb and Jed Riffe and the Independent Television Service (ITVS). Executive Producer for ITVS is Sally Jo Fifer.  Major funding was provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting with additional funding provided by PBS, The Ford Foundation, the Independent Television Service, Native American Public Telecommunications, Skirball Foundation, Latino Public Broadcasting, the Center for Asian American Media, The Rockefeller Foundation and the California Council for the Humanities. 

-over-
About PBS
PBS, headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, is a private, non-profit media enterprise owned and operated by the nation’s 349 public television stations. A trusted community resource, PBS uses the power of noncommercial television, the Internet and other media to enrich the lives of all Americans through quality programs and education services that inform, inspire and delight. Available to 99 percent of American homes with televisions and to an increasing number of digital multimedia households, PBS serves nearly 100 million people each week. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, the leading dot-org Web site on the Internet.

About ITVS 

Independent Television Service (ITVS) funds and presents award-winning documentaries and dramas on public television, innovative new media projects on the Web, and the Emmy Award-winning weekly series Independent Lens on Tuesday nights at 10 PM on PBS. ITVS is a miracle of public policy created by media activists, citizens and politicians seeking to foster plurality and diversity in public television. ITVS was established by a historic mandate of Congress to champion independently produced programs that take creative risks, spark public dialogue and serve underserved audiences. Since ITVS's inception in 1991, its programs have revitalized the relationship between the public and public television, bringing television audiences face-to-face with the lives and concerns of their fellow Americans. More information about ITVS can be obtained by visiting itvs.org. ITVS is funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a private corporation funded by the American people.
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