MASTERPIECE THEATRE
“Carrie’s War”
Sunday, December 12, 2006

9:00-10:30 p.m. ET

– During WWII, a Sister and Brother Leave War-Torn London to Live With a Troubled Family in Wales –
Evacuating war-torn London might seem like adventure enough for Carrie Willow and her little brother, Nick. But that was before they discovered Druid’s Bottom. MASTERPIECE THEATRE presents a heart-warming adaptation of Nina Bawden’s classic novel for young readers, “Carrie’s War,” encoring Sunday, December 12, 2006, 9:00-10:30 p.m. ET on PBS.
Keeley Fawcett stars as 14-year-old Carrie, with Jack Stanley (The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy) as Nick. Like millions of other English children at the outset of World War II, they are sent to safety in the countryside as part of “Operation Pied Piper.” A train delivers the sister and brother to a Welsh village with a contingent of other evacuees, where local families make their selection from among the young passengers.
Alun Armstrong (“Bleak House”) plays Samuel Evans, a puritanical grocer, whose spinster sister, Lou (Lesley Sharp, The Full Monty), brings Carrie and Nick home, despite Mr. Evans’ explicit instructions that he wants two girls. 
Mr. Evans has all the earmarks of a wicked stepfather — in contrast to his loving, if timid, sister, who insists that the children call her “Auntie Lou.” One of Mr. Evans’ rules is that the children can go up the stairs to their room only twice a day, so as not to wear out his new carpet. Even then, he wants them to walk on either side of the stair rug.
All goes gloomily enough until Christmastime, when the children are sent, Hansel-and-Gretel-like, into the dark forest to Druid’s Bottom, the spooky manor house of Mr. Evans’ estranged elder sister, Mrs. Dilys Gotobed (Geraldine McEwan, “Miss Marple”). The children are to fetch a Christmas goose, but they find much else besides.
The house is managed by Hepzibah Green (Pauline Quirk, “David Copperfield”), a kindly, self-professed witch, assisted by Mister Johnny (Jamie Beddard, “All the King’s Men”), a disabled cousin of Mrs. Gotobed. Also living on the premises is Albert Sandwich (Eddie Cooper, “Goodbye, Mr. Chips”), an evacuee Carrie and Nick befriended earlier.

Druid’s Bottom provides a magical refuge to which the children return as often as possible. There they discover an innocent happiness mixed with profound life lessons, notably from Mrs. Gotobed, an ethereal, fading bohemian, who gives Carrie a mysterious last message to deliver to Mr. Evans after she dies.
Then there is the matter of the resident ancient skull and its curse, which Hepzibah relates as follows:
Should this skull be broke or took,
These hollow eyes will on you look.
For here the skull must always lie,
Or house and soul will certain die!
When Carrie and Nick finally leave Wales, Carrie becomes convinced that she has caused the terrible fulfillment of the curse — until she returns 30 years later with her own children to learn what has become of the spooky house and her old friends.
Like Carrie, Nina Bawden was herself a wartime evacuee to Wales. She went on to write more than 40 novels, both for children and adults. Carrie’s War was first published in 1973.
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