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CARRIER
Producer Biographies
Maro Chermayeff, Executive Producer/Director
Maro Chermayeff is a three-time Emmy® Award-nominated producer, director, author and former television executive. She produced and directed the PBS series FRONTIER HOUSE, an Emmy nominee and winner of a Cine Golden Eagle for each of its six episodes. She produced and directed AMERICAN MASTERS’ “Juilliard,” for which she authored the companion book, Juilliard. She also produced “Brain Fingerprinting” for INNOVATION. Chermayeff was director of programming at A&E Television Network, where she was executive producer of the Emmy Award-winning and multi-nominated series “Biography,” as well as several documentary specials. She also was producer and director of the two-hour A&E special “Role Reversal.” 

Chermayeff produced, directed and edited the multi-award-winning feature-length documentary “kindness of strangers,” which screened at numerous film festivals and aired on HBO. She has been a consultant and producer/editor for Charlie Rose on his special arts programs and series, resulting in more than 10 one-hour documentaries for his PBS series CHARLIE ROSE.
Chermayeff earned a BA in history and film from the University of Colorado, Boulder. For four years, Chermayeff was on the faculty in editing and documentary film at New York University’s Graduate School of Film and Television. She is founder and chairman of the School of Visual Arts–MFA Program in Social Documentary, launching in 2009.

Mel Gibson, Executive Producer

Mel Gibson first came to worldwide recognition when he was cast in Mad Max by director George Miller in 1979. The two hit sequels, The Road Warrior and Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome — along with Peter Weir’s Gallipoli and Tim — firmly established his status as an international box office presence. Weir and Gibson later collaborated on The Year of Living Dangerously. Gibson’s other films include The Bounty, Mrs. Soffel, Tequila Sunrise, Bird on a Wire, the Lethal Weapon series, Ransom, Conspiracy Theory, The Patriot, Chicken Run and Signs.
Forming Icon Productions with partner Bruce Davey in 1989, the pair first produced Hamlet, starring Gibson, directed by Franco Zeffirelli. Gibson then made his directorial debut and starred in The Man Without a Face. Other Icon Productions include Forever Young, Maverick, What Women Want, We Were Soldiers, The Singing Detective, Paparazzi and Seraphim Falls and the upcoming Push. 

In 1995, Gibson produced, directed and starred in Braveheart, which won five Academy Awards, including Best Picture and Best Director. In 2004, Gibson produced, co-wrote and directed The Passion of the Christ, nominated for three Academy Awards. In 2006, he brought to life his epic, visceral action thriller Apocalypto, also garnering three Academy Award nominations.
Bruce Davey, Executive Producer

Academy Award-winner Bruce Davey is president/CEO/producer at Icon Productions, the company he co-founded with partner Mel Gibson in 1989. In this capacity, Davey oversees every facet of Icon’s day-to-day operations, from the creative to the financial. A native of Sydney, Australia, Davey began his career as an accountant and business manager for actors, rock groups and musicians. He first met Gibson in a professional capacity in 1980; when the actor was putting together Hamlet (1990), he asked Davey to work with him as his production partner. In 2005, in addition to CARRIER, he produced the Icon motion picture Seraphim Falls, starring Liam Neeson and Pierce Brosnan.

Davey has produced Icon films such as Forever Young, Immortal Beloved, Gibson’s directorial debut The Man Without a Face, Maverick, Airborne, An Ideal Husband, Gibson’s multi-Oscar-winning Best Picture Braveheart, Payback, Atom Egoyan’s Felicia’s Journey, Wim Wender’s The Million Dollar Hotel, What Women Want, We Were Soldiers, The Singing Detective, The Passion of the Christ, Paparazzi, Seraphim Falls and Apocalypto. Davey has been a driving force behind Icon’s on-going commitment to superior family films, including FairyTale: A True Story, recipient of the 1998 BAFTA Award for Best Children’s Picture.
Nancy Cotton, Executive Producer

Nancy Cotton recently was president of television at Icon Productions, where she oversaw the production of CARRIER. In addition, Cotton executive produced three network series: “Kevin Hill” (UPN), starring Taye Diggs; “Clubhouse” (CBS), starring Dean Cain and Christopher Lloyd; and “Complete Savages” (ABC), written by the executive producers of “The Simpsons.” She also executive produced two movies for television: “Evel Knievel” (TNT) and an adaptation of the critically acclaimed book, “The Dive From Clausen’s Pier” (Lifetime.). Prior to Icon, Cotton was the senior vice president of series programming at Peter Guber’s Mandalay Television, where she produced the series “Young Americans” (WB), starring Kate Bosworth, and oversaw production of “Cupid” (ABC), starring Jeremy Piven. Before Mandalay, she worked at ABC as an executive in series programming, overseeing such shows as “The Practice” and “Coach.” She started as an assistant in the television literary department at the William Morris Agency.
Mitchell W. Block, Executive Producer 

Mitchell Block is an executive producer and co-creator of CARRIER and a producer of its companion feature film, Another Day in Paradise. 

Since 1974, Block has headed Direct Cinema Limited, which has handled marketing and distribution of more than 64 Academy Award-nominated and Oscar-winning documentaries and short live-action and animated films. Block resumed producing programs in 2001 and in 2002, executive produced Alone Across Australia, the acclaimed documentary by Ian Darling. He also was an executive producer of Tracy Seretean’s 2001 Academy Award-winning documentary Big Mama.   

Since 1991, Block has been teaching independent producing at the USC Peter Stark Producing Program and has been an adjunct faculty member at USC School of Cinematic Arts since 1979. He developed FOCUS, the first national student screenwriting competition, and ran it for a decade. A member of the Academy of Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences since 1979, Block was a founding member of BAFTA-LA and is a member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. He received a BFA and MFA in film production from NYU, Tisch School of the Arts. He holds an MBA from Columbia University. 

Deborah Dickson, Producer/Feature Documentary Director

Deborah Dickson, an Academy Award nominee for Frances Steloff: Memoirs of a Bookseller, Suzanne Farrell: Elusive Muse and Lalee’s Kin, is an independent filmmaker whose Ruthie and Connie: Every Room in the House won more than 12 awards at festivals worldwide, including best documentary at the Seattle Film Festival and the Nashville Film Festival. Lalee’s Kin won an Alfred I. duPont Award for Excellence in Journalism 2004. She also wrote and directed “The Education of Gore Vidal,” which premiered at Sundance in 2003 and aired on AMERICAN MASTERS.

Dickson is the director of the CARRIER series companion feature documentary, Another Day in Paradise. She also recently produced and directed Witnesses to a Secret War, which recounts the history of the American-CIA covert operation in Laos through first-person stories of the Hmong soldiers and their families who were forced to flee after the Communist takeover in 1975.

She holds a BA degree in English literature from Barnard and an MFA in film from New York University.

Jeff Dupre, Producer

Jeff Dupre has been producing and directing documentary films for more than a decade. He produced the Emmy® Award-winning PBS series BROADWAY: THE AMERICAN MUSICAL, field produced “Las Vegas: An Unconventional History” for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE and produced two episodes of the award-winning series “Women Docs” for Lifetime TV.

Dupre’s directorial debut, Out of the Past, won the Audience Award for Best Documentary at the 1998 Sundance Film Festival. The film also garnered audience awards at Outfest ’98 (the Los Angeles Gay-Lesbian Film Festival) and the Philadelphia Gay-Lesbian Film Festival and won a GLAAD Media Award for Best Documentary of 1998. The film was screened at the White House in June 1998.  

Dupre holds a degree in philosophy from Vassar College.
The CARRIER producers in the field are Matthew Akers, Michelle Smawley and Pamela Yates. Their bios can be found on PBS PressRoom (pbs.org/pressroom).
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