CHRISTMAS AT LUTHER: 
Night of Glory, Dawn of Peace

Monday, December 22, 2008

10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

– Twenty-Seven Years of Holiday Tradition –
The renowned choirs of Luther College celebrate the joy and traditions of Christmas in Christmas at luther: Night of Glory, Dawn of Peace, a holiday special airing Monday, December 22, 2008, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS.

Breathtaking music, robed choristers and glowing candlelight capture the wonder and joy of the season as Luther College’s internationally acclaimed choirs mark 27 years of sharing the seasonal gift of music with an annual concert. 

More than 600 musicians in the college’s vocal and instrumental ensembles present traditional holiday carols and sacred Christmas choral anthems, performing in one of the nation’s top college concert halls, the Luther Center for Faith and Life on the college’s Decorah, Iowa, campus. The performance features six choirs at the college, the symphony orchestra, the handbell choir and the Christmas Brass and Percussion Ensemble. 

“There is no more compelling season than Christmas to present a meaningful concert,” said Craig Arnold, Luther professor of music and director of choral activities, who is the artistic director of “Christmas at Luther.” “We’ve designed a program that will feature soloists, a cappella choirs and the combined forces of six choirs and the symphony orchestra. It will be a musical tour of varied intensities that rise and fall — quiet contemplation in cooperation with moments of triumph.”
Christmas at Luther’s powerful and moving music is complemented by the magnificence of the Center for Faith and Life in its Christmas decoration and the choreography of the ensembles, including the beautiful candle-lighting hymn that slowly illuminates the darkened concert hall with the glow of hundreds of singers’ sequentially lighted candles. 

Each year, more than 6,500 people attend the “Christmas at Luther” performances on the Luther campus.  

“We have a longstanding and proud tradition of producing Christmas specials for television,” says Dianne Steinbach, Twin Cities Public Television’s executive producer for arts and cultural production. “Our television crews are very experienced — and we all enjoy sharing these beautiful holiday programs with our audiences. This Christmas we are honored to have the opportunity to work with Luther College in bringing CHristmas at luther: Night of Glory, Dawn of Peace to a national television audience.” Seasonal music selections for CHristmas at luther include:

· “Sinfonia” and “Comfort Ye” from Messiah – Handel   

· “Candlelight Carol” – John Rutter 

· “This Little Babe” – Benjamin Britten 

· “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – arr. Hopson 

· “I Saw Three Ships” – arr. Mack Wilberg: massed chorus, orchestra and handbells

· “Weinachte” – Mendelssohn 

· “Catalonian Carol” – arr. Dale Warland 

· “Joy to the World” – arr. Joseph Jenkins for voices, brass, timpani, and organ (Nordic to SR)

· “Gloria” from Lord Nelson Mass – Haydn

· “Sussex Carol” – arr. Bob Chilcott  

· “Ding! Dong! Merrily on High” – arr. Howard Helvey 

· “Go Tell It on the Mountain” – arr. Steve Barnett 

· “Before the Marvel of This Night” – Carl Schalk (candle lighting tradition; massed chorus and orchestra) 

· “Farandole” from L’Arlesienne, Suite No. 2 – Bizet
· “Silent Night” – arr. Hopson 

· “Dona Nobis Pacem” – R. Vaughan Williams: massed chorus and orchestra
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