MEDIA ADVISORY

For immediate release


October 1, 2013

CHRISTMAS IN NORWAY WITH THE ST. OLAF CHOIR

CELEBRATES THE SEASON IN SONG

AT TRONDHEIM’S HISTORIC NIDAROS CATHEDRAL

One-hour concert features the acclaimed Nidaros Jentekor 

Premieres on public television stations nationwide on December 23, 2013
Nidaros Cathedral in Trondheim, Norway, is the magnificent setting for an all-new Christmas special with the renowned St. Olaf Choir. Christmas in Norway with the St. Olaf Choir, a television highlight of the holiday season, will air on PBS stations nationwide on December 23, 2013, at 9 PM EST (check local listings). 

This new one-hour concert pairs the internationally acclaimed mixed-voice choir from St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota, with the Nidaros Cathedral Girl Choir, Jentekor. The production, recorded in high definition with 5.1 surround sound, showcases the cathedral’s spare gothic beauty — it is one of the oldest gothic cathedrals in the world — and its stunning acoustics that complement the distinctive style of a capella singing for which the St. Olaf Choir is well known. Selections include not only traditional carols, but also innovative arrangements of Christmas music (The Word Was God and Lo, How a Rose e’re Blooming/The Rose), gospel spirituals (This Little Light of Mine), and beloved Norwegian hymns and folk songs. The St. Olaf Choir is conducted by Anton Armstrong. Anita Brevik conducts the Nidaros Jentekor.
Christmas in Norway with the St. Olaf Choir is the 10th in a popular series of PBS holiday concerts featuring the St. Olaf Choir that have aired on public television over the past 25 years. This year’s concert celebrates the centennial of the choir’s first concert tour to Norway in 1913, under the direction of its first conductor F. Melius Christiansen, a Norwegian immigrant and founder of the college’s now-famous music program. In 2005 the St. Olaf Choir, under the direction of Anton Armstrong, performed another Christmas concert, A St. Olaf Christmas in Norway, for PBS from Nidaros Cathedral.  
Christmas in Norway with the St. Olaf Choir is a production of St. Olaf College in association with Twin Cities Public Television, based in St. Paul, Minnesota, and one of the most-watched PBS affiliates in the nation. Phillip Byrd is producer/director. Director of Music Organizations at St. Olaf College is Bob Johnson, and executive producer for Twin Cities Public Television is Catherine Allan.
“The choral tradition of St. Olaf College is already well-known to viewers of public television,” says Johnson. “This special is an opportunity to showcase that tradition in a truly dramatic setting.”
About St. Olaf College
One of the nation’s leading four-year residential colleges, St. Olaf offers an academically rigorous education with a vibrant faith tradition. Founded in 1874, St. Olaf is a liberal arts college of the church in the Lutheran tradition (ELCA). Committed to the liberal arts and incorporating a global perspective, St. Olaf fosters the development of the whole person in mind, body, and spirit.
Widely known for its world-class programs in mathematics and music, St. Olaf is also recognized for its innovative approaches to undergraduate science education and its commitment to environmental sustainability as evidenced in such initiatives as the adoption of green chemistry principles across the science curriculum.

St. Olaf takes pride in its record of academic excellence. A leader among undergraduate colleges in producing prestigious Rhodes Scholars, Fulbright Fellows, and Peace Corps volunteers, St. Olaf ranks 11th overall among the nation’s baccalaureate colleges in the number of graduates who go on to earn doctoral degrees, with top 10 rankings in the fields of mathematics/statistics, religion/theology, arts and music, medical sciences, education and the social service professions, chemistry and the physical sciences, life sciences, and foreign languages.

About Twin Cities Public Television

The mission of tpt is to “enrich lives and strengthen our community through the power of media.” As one of the nation’s leading public media organizations, tpt uses television, interactive media, and community engagement to advance education, culture and citizenship. Over its 50 plus year history, tpt has been recognized for its innovation and creativity with numerous awards, including Peabody awards and national and regional Emmys.
 
Based in St. Paul, MN, tpt is one of the highest rated PBS affiliates in the nation, reaching over 1.3 million people each month through multiple broadcast and online channels. The organization’s particular areas of focus include: the educational readiness of children; serving the needs and unleashing the potential of America’s aging population; engaging a new generation in the power of public media; and being the preferred media partner for organizations that align with our mission to enrich lives and strengthen community.

For more information about tpt, visit our website at tpt.org or join us on Facebook and Twitter. 
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