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10:00-11:00 p.m. ET

– Series Presents an Intimate Representation of Winston Churchill’s Extraordinary Character and Life –

History will be kind to me for I intend to write it. 

 – Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill: soldier, adventurer, politician, author, husband, father and legendary war leader — a man whose political fortunes rose and fell and rose like the tide as he switched from Conservative to Liberal and back to Conservative. (“Anyone can rat,” he said, “but it takes a certain ingenuity to re-rat.”) The man who felt that empire was the key to Britain’s success saw his beloved country racked by colonies fighting for independence, the abdication of a monarch and the change in status brought about by a shift in world power after World War II. Born at the height of the British Empire, his death coincided with its demise. 

CHURCHILL is the story of the man behind the legend, intimately told by those who knew him best, including his daughter, grandchildren, personal secretaries and friends. How was this immense and complex character formed? How did his early life prepare him for the supreme challenges he was destined to face? What were the forces that drove him? Using re-enactments, historical footage and previously unseen family photos, this three-part series explores many of the myths that surround Churchill's life, revealing the complexity of the man who was arguably the greatest Englishman of the 20th century. CHURCHILL encores Thursdays, May 17-31, 2007, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS. Sir Ian McKellen narrates.

The advisor to the series is Churchill's granddaughter Celia Sandys, author of two major accounts of her grandfather’s life: From Winston With Love and Kisses: The Young Churchill and Churchill: Wanted Dead or Alive, an account of his time in South Africa during the Boer War. Her unique access to the public and private records of Churchill’s life lend insight into one of the world’s most remarkable men.
· “Destiny” (5/17)  The first segment recounts Churchill’s early life — his aristocratic birth, his search for glory on the battlefield, his rise up the political ladder and his fall from it. By his 55th birthday in 1931, Churchill had fought in five wars, contested 14 elections and raised a family of five children. This descendant of the famous Duke of Marlborough believed he was destined for greatness. At the height of Queen Victoria’s reign in 1898, the 23-year-old Churchill took part, as soldier and journalist, in the last great cavalry charge of the British army in the Battle of Omdurman. He later fought in the Boer War in South Africa and in World War I. His election to parliament in 1900 began a controversial and checkered political career that lasted 60 years. This episode follows his journey from young Conservative star to leading Liberal social reformer, from the disgraced head of the British Royal Navy in WWI to the senior position of Chancellor of the Exchequer. The program ends in 1931, when Churchill is no longer part of the national government.
· “The Lion’s Roar” (5/24)  During the years between 1929 and 1939, Churchill was variously described as a “maverick,” a “spent force” and a “fanatic.” His reactionary views about British control in India and King Edward VIII’s abdication alienated him from his political peers. But the war years from 1939 to 1945 became his most famous period. This episode traces Churchill’s leadership of Britain through its finest hour during the Battle of Britain to its darkest hour in 1942. His famous speeches rallied the nation, but the pressures of war forced him to make agonizing and brutal decisions. The program also explores the important relationship between Churchill and President Roosevelt.
· “The Last Prize” (5/31)  The final episode begins with Churchill’s trip to the Normandy beaches in June 1944. When victory in Europe finally came, Churchill led the celebrations, but in private, he brooded about the dangers of Stalin and communism. Two months later, he lost an election, but returned to contest the 1951 election, pledging to lead Britain in the post-war age and determined to forge a peaceful alliance between the U.S. and the USSR. One month short of his 77th birthday, he became prime minister again. The pressures of leadership quickly began to show, however, and in 1953, he suffered a severe stroke; in 1955, he resigned. The last 10 years of his life were a time for reflection. When he died in January 1965, it was  the end of a remarkable life — and the end of an era.
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